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BBTWBXK 

RICHARD THE THIRD 

▲NO 

HENRY EARL OF RICHMOND, 

AUGUST 23, 1485. 

WHBEBIN IS DE8CRIBBD 

THE APPROACH OF BOTH iRMIfiS, 



FLANS OP THE BATTLE, ITS CONSEQUENCES, 
THE FALL, TREATMENT, AND CHARACTER OF RICHARD. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Xj[ AVING requested Mr. Huttan^s permis- 
sion to re-publish his interesting Account 
of the Battle of Bosworth Field, illustrated 
by some Engravings from the " History of 
Leicestershire ;'' and having asked whether 
he had any additions to make ; my venerable 
Friend, in a very kind Answer, says, 

" I paid a visit in July 1807 to Bo^v^orth 
Field; but found so great an alteration 
since I saw it in I788, dxat I was totally 

a 2 lost. 
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ft; ADVERTISEMENT. 

lost The manor had been inclosed; the 
fences were grown up; and my prospect 
impeded. King Richard's Well^ which 
ftgares in our Histories^ was nearly obli- 
terated; the swamp where he fell become 
firm land ; and the rivolet proceeding from 
it^ lost in an under-drain; so that future 
inspection is cut off. I wished to sleep in 
the room^ at the Tliree Tuns in Atherstone^ 
that was the last in which Henry the Seventh, 
slept prior to the Battle (see p. 61}; but 
was not permitted/' 

In a subsequent Letter^ he says, 

^^ I have no other remarks to make upon 
my last visit to Bosworth field^ than those 
already communicated to you^ but am pleased 
with your Additions to it I cannot tell by 
wh^t ppistake the wood came to be 4 or 500 
acres (see p. 69); nor can I now call to 
mind what I conjectured it to be; so make 

it 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 9 

it 4 or 5 acres, or any other number yoK 
may think more correct 

*^ The folloT^n^ account of a chunney* 
piece, at Gosfield Hall in Essex a seat of 
the Marquis of Buckingham, is copied ^om 
the Fifth Volume of ' The Beauties of Ellg^ 
land and Wales, 1803,' p. 352. 

^ In the Libraiy is an antient sculptured 

* chimney-piece in stone, deserving notice 
^ from its subject and execution* It repre- 
^ sents, in bold reliief, the memorable. Battl* 
^ of Bosworth Field, between Richard IIL 
^ and the Earl of Richmond ; and contains 

* twenty-four figures on horseback, with the 
^ King lying prostrate under his own 
^ charger. Most of the personages intro» 
^ duced are known by the armorial bear^ 
' ings on their shields. Amongst others ate, 

* the Duke of Norfolk, the Earls of Sttrtey 
^ and Northumberland, Sir Simon Bigby, 

^Sir 
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vi ADVERTISEMENT. 

^ Sir Walter Blount, Sir William Herbert, 

* Lord Stanley, Sir Greorge Stanley, Sir 

* William Brandon, Lord Edward Stafford, 
' Sir Gilbert Talbot, Sir R. Ratcliffe, SirT. 

* Tyrrell, Edward Lord Lovell, and the Eari 
' of Oxford. At the extremity of the chim- 

* nfey-ptece are small statues of Henry VH. 
^ and his Queen, exactly resembling those 

* on the monument in Westminster Abbey, 
^ The exact date of this sculpture^ is uncer- 

* In the Gentleman^s Magazine for 1796, toI. 
LXVI. p. 913, is an engraving of a earring some- 
what similar (except that it is in wood) on a chim* 
ney-piece in the great parlour of the Tankard ale*' 
house in St. Stephen^a parish at Ipswich, formerly 
the mansion of Sir Anthony Wingfield, K. G. privy 
counsellor^ and one of the executors to King Henry 
VIII. Part of the building has served as a play- 
house; and the family chapel opposite thereto is 
succeeded by Dr. Gwynne's bouse. 

Uniaterrupted tradition has referred the Ipswich 
caryiug to the Battle of Bosworth. But Mr. Gough^ 
in a letter to Mr. Urban on the subject, says, ** Shall 

" I venture 
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ADVERTISEMENT. vu 

^ tain;::biit ittis^nown to be of coi^dldemble 
/ antiquity, it haviog beea r^moyj^d in the 

** I venture tp break the thread of that tradition,, and 
^ say, that it is nothing more nor less than the Judg- 
^ ment of Paris^^ and it^ consequence ? Paris is seated, 
<< habited in his Phrygian robe and bonnet, amusing 
^* himself with his lute, when the three goddesses pre- 
*^ sent themselves to him. The next scene is his ad* 
'^judgment of the prize; when Juno, as Queen of 
^' Heaven, k»ds the way, followed by Venus, dis- 
'^ closing all her charms ; and she by Pallas, wiUi the 
** Gorgon^s head and aegis. Paris, won over by the 
^ attractions of Venus and her assistant son, who is 
'^ hovering in the air above, adjudges to her the 
^ apple, which he holds in his left hand. We next 
^^ view him, armed cap-i-pie, reclining, perhaps at 
** the foot of the statue of his Patroness, meditating 
<< his conquest, his lance lying by him, and his horse 
^^ saddled and bridled. The reclining warrior and 
^' the horse are the only figures in the piece that 
^ could possibly suggest the idea of the Battle, of 
<< Bos worth ; but the latter might with equal pro* 
^< priety have been taken for the Trojan horse as foi 
** that of Richard III. or Paris for that King. Below^ 

**in 
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wi ADVERTISEMENT. 

^ year 1687 from Bois Hall^ a small house 
^ belonging to the Earls of Oxford^ one of 
^ whom WBB a partlzan of the Earl of Rich* 
* mond.*^ 

** The whole of this curious chimney^ 
piece^ as appears by a newspaper of the 
year 1808^ has been removed^ to decorate 
the magnificent Gothic Library lately built 
at Stowe^ for tibe reception of the BISS. of 
that collection. 

** You mention^ in your History of Leices- 
tershire, (Vol. lU. p. 4690 a hiU caUed 

^* in the left corner, we see Paris and one of his friends 
^ prepare with horses to carry off Helen ; and in the 
*' distance they are seen offering up their vows in the 
^ Temple of Venus, or, perhaps, solemnizing their 
^ nuptials, the horse or horses waiting without 

^< I should be sorry to deprive Lady Lucan or Mr. 
** Hardinge of such a subject for their illuminated 
^ Sbakspear; but I cannot help thiid^ing the present 
« the Biore probable illustration. R. G.** 
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ADVERTISEMENT. ix 

Bobin^o^ 'tiptoe, in the parish of Tilton. 
Upon the summit is a Fortification^ of an 
oblong square^ which I take to be Danish, 
containing about one acre. There is one 
Tree within the Camp, in a state of great 
decay; probably not less than a thousand 
years old : from this, I apprehend, the Hill 
took its name of Hobin o* tiptoe. I have 
lately purchased the Hill. W. Hutton.'' 

Thus far the original Historian of Bos-^ 
worth Field; whose apprehensions, how- 
ever, that the famous Well where Richard 
quenched his thirst will sink into oblivion, 
I am happy to observe, are totally done 
away, by the recent exertions of my pro- 
foundly-learned Friend, the Rev. Dr. Parr; 
by whose indeiatigability, intelligence, and 
erudition, the site of this memorable spot 
will be handed down to the latest posterity. 

^ In a Letter dated " Hatton, Sept. 13, 
'^ 1813,'' which I here use by his express 

b per- 
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X ADVEllTISEMENT, 

permission, Dr. Parr sftys, **A9 to Bo»- 
*' worth Field, six or seven yeart ago I ex- 
" plored it, and I found Dick's Well, out of 
** which the tradition is that Richard drank 
^* during the Battle. It was in dirty, mossy 
" ground, and seemed to me in danger of 
" being destroyed by the cattle. I there- 
" fore bestirred myself to have it preserved, 
*^ and to ascertain the owner. The Bishop 
" of Down spoke to the Archbishop of Ar- 
^^ magh, who said that the ground was not 
" his. I then found it not to be Mrs. 
^^ Pochin's. Last year I traced it to a per- 
" scm to whom it had been bequeathed by 
^^ Dr. Taylor, formerly Rector of Bosworth. 
" I went to the spot, accompanied by the 
*^ Rev. Mr. Lynes, of Kirkby-Malory. The 
'^ grounds had been drained. We dug in 
" two or three places without effect. I then 
^^ applied to a neighbouring Farmer, a good 
*^ intelligent fellow. He told me his family 
*^ had drawn water from it for six or sevea 

years. 
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years, and that he would conduct me to 
the very place. I desired him to describe 
the signs. He said, there were some large 
stones, and some square wood, which 
*^ went round the Well at the top. We 
dug, and found things as he had described 
them; and, having ascertained the very 
^^ spot, we rolled in the stones, and covered 
" them with earth. Now Lord Wentworth, 
^^ and some other Gentlemen, mean to fence 
the place with some strong stones, and to 
put a large stone over it with the following 
inscription ; and you may tell the story if 
*^ you please. Yours, &c, S Parr/* 

AaVA . EX . HOC . PVTEO . HAVSTA 

aiTiM • SEDAvrr 

EICARDVS • TBRTXVS • RSX • ANOLIAl 

CVM . HSNRICO . COMrrE • PB , RICHMONDIA 

ACICRRIMIB . ATaVE • INFENSISMME • rSAEtlANS 

ET • VITA . PABrrBR . AC . SCEPTRQ 

ANTE * NOCTEM • CARITVRVS 



€€ 

U 



II . KAL . lEPT • A . D . MCCCCLXXXV. 

The 
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The original Publication of Mr. Hutton 
is preserved, in the present Edition, without 
the slightest alteration; but I have added 
to it such elucidations as occurred during 
a long research into the general History 
of the County of Leicester ; and have availed 
myself, particularly, of the opportunity of 
annexing some Observations on the im« 
portant Field of Bosworth, the result of an 
excursion on the l^th of June 1789, as 
communicated at the time to one of my 
Companions in that exploration. 

Of the Portraits of the three Monarchs, — ► 
that of Edward the Fourth is from an origi- 
nal Painting at Southwick House, North- 
amptonshire (see Gent Mag. 1804, vol. 
LXXIV. p. 997); Richard the Third's is 
copied fix)m Walpole's ^* Historic Doubts j" 

and 
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ADVERTISEMENT. xiii 

and that of Henry the Seventh Is communi- 
cated to this Work by my friend the Rev. 
John Hpmfray, F.S.A. from a Painting, in 
distemper, on pannel, formerly belonging to 
his Mother's Family (that is, to the Parrs,) 
and now in the possession of Lady Beding- 
field. It was etched by Mr. Crowe; and, 
represents the Monarch as young, and a 
white rose in his hand, with a red one in the 
centre ; and was allowed to be an undoubted 
original by the late viscount Townshend and 
Horace Earl of Orford, 

November 1, 1813. J. N. 
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TESTIMONIES. 



^^ No part of the English History, since the 
*^ Conquest, is so obscure and uncertain, as that 
" of the long-subsisting Quarrel between the 
** Houses of Lancaster and York-^* And it is the 
** more remarkable,* sayt Mr. Hume, ^ that this 
^^ profound darkness falls upon us just on the eve 
^^ of the restoration of letters, and when the art 
^* of printing was already known in Europe/ But 
*^ this latter circumstance, this recent and great 
^^ acquirement, and which, in the opinion of that 
** writer, might be expected to have diffused a 
^^ knowledge of the several occurrences at the pe- 
*^ riod in question, had a totally contrary effect ; 
^^ which effect is thus judiciously accounted for 
^* by Sir John Fenn, who observes, ^ that, the 
^* art of jprinting being newly discovered, people 
** neglected to multiply their manuscripts, and, 
** being anxious to preserve the history of past 
*^ times^ forgot the present* 

^^Mr. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. xv 

" Mr. Huttot), equally sensible of the defective- 
** ness of our Chronicles, in recording a particular 
^ incident of the times, has 2ealoosly undertaken 
" to give it the clearness it manifestly wants. 

^VThat part of our Author's performance which 
'* comprises the life of Richiird, ^ till he assumed 
•^ the regal power,* is intended to set his charac- 
•* ter in a somewhat amiable point of view. It is 
** chiefly extracted from Buck, Rapin, Carte, 
'* Walpofe, and Fcnn ; and is preparatory to his 
^ general vmdication, or, at least, to an extenu- 
** ation of the guilty proceedings of which he has 
" been accused by Lancastrian Historians, and 
'* also by some others of a later date. The truly 
•' ingenious Mr. Walpole was the first who atr 
" tempted, in a particular manner, to rescue the 
'* memory of Richard from the obloquy which 
" had been generally thrown on it. He knew, 
^ that to palliate the crimes imputed to the King 
" were to lose the point for which he was con- 
^ tending, and he therefore laboured to prove his 
*^ innocence — and this in every accusation exhi- 
'* bited against him. Hence, in our opinion, his 
"pnncipal error; for, though he has certainly 

" cleared 
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xvi ADVERTISEMENT. 

*^ cleared Richard irom* several of the murders he 
" has been charged with, there are, notwitbstand- 
** ing, others of which it is highly probable that 
^^ he was the author, as Mr. Hume has very 
" fully evinced, in a note to the last edition of 
" his History of England, and which is given by 
** way of answer to the ^ Historic Doubts.' 

*^ Mr. Hutton does not follow the steps of Mr* 
" Walpole ; he attempts not entirely to exculpate 
** his ^hero' — for so he styles him — but rather 
** to apologize for his conduct on the plea of 
*^ necessity *, from the force of his ambition^ 
** and from the boldness of his character. 

" This endeavour to vindicate the character of 
" Richard, by comparing him with others who 
*^ have been guilty of equal or perhaps of greater 
" crimes than himself, will not be very satisiac- 
** tory to the man of reason and virtue. It tends, 
^^ indeed, to the annihilation of every moral itnd 
" religious duty. The Tyrant who, after com* 
^^ mitting three or four murders, shall stop his 

* " So spoke the Fiend, and with necessity. 

The Tyrant's plea, excused bis dev'iish deeds.** 

Milton. 
^^hand 
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^^ h^Tid, because his end is fully answered by 
«* theix^, is scarcely less an object of de^tudpa 
** than he who adds to their numher in tbj5 joror 
^ ^eojution of his ambitious schcoies.** 

Monthly Hryiew, vqI, LXXX. p. 194* 



**The two latest Historians of Richard the 
^ Third do not concur in their representations of 
'* their hero. Mr. Walpole, in his * Historic 
•^ Doubts,* vindicates him from the deformities 
•^ objected both to his person and mind. Mr. 
^^ Hutton aggravates those of the latter ; but ad- 
•^mits doubts of the former. This eccentric 
** Writer, whom we have already met with at 
<^ Birmingham and London, finding nobody, in 
^ any jBge, had described Bosworth Field from 
*^ ocular examination, because its geography was 
^ omitted*, and that Mr. Burton, tlie Leices- 
** tershire Antiquary, who owned and resided on 
<* tiie next lordship to it, and must have coo- 

* See Mr. Robinson's Map^ in p. IBS. 

c *^ versed 
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*^ versed * with many who actually saw the Battle, 
^^ Lift no anecdotes of it, made several visits to it 
*^ in the space of eighteen years.**—" Mr, Hutton 
*^ has traced the march of Richard from Notting- 
*^ hand, August 16, to his camp at the Brad- 
^^ shaws on the l8th, and the sites of the camps 
** of the two competitors, and the two brothers 
" Stanley; and, from their contents, calculated the 
" number of the respective troops, amounting in 
^' the whole to not quite 30,000 men. He is as 
" particular in detailing the Battle as if he had 
^* been in it : but, for want of authorities, we 
" must take his word for it, for it is impossible 
** to follow him with other Authors. Mr. Robin- 
*^ son has described the events astronomically , 
^ Mr. Hutton, topographically, by leading us to 
*' every scene of action.'* 

G£MTLEMAN*s Magazinb, vol. LVHI. p^ 726. 

* ** Mr. Burton was born in 1575, and the battle 
^ was fought in 1485 ; so that a man must have been 
** 90 to have been bom the year of Boswortb fight, 
^^ and 100 to have been ten years old at the time.'* 
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** The Battle of Bosworth Field, as being de- 
** cisive of a contest which, during a period of 30 
*' years, had deluged England with the blood of 
" its subjects, is doubtless one of the most memo- 
« table events of the kind in this Country. This 
** action has accordingly been described by seve- 
** ral Writers, but by none so minutely as the 
*« present Author, who is more than an Antiqua- 
« rian— he is an enthusiast on the subject. Bos- 
« worth Field appears to be classic ground with 
" Mr. Hutton ; and we speak not without su£B- 
« cient authority when we affirm, that he has 
" surveyed the favoured object of his researches 
•* with an attention, an ardour, and a persever- 
** ance, never before displayed by any English 
« Historian or Antiquary. He informs us that 
** he was interested, even from his childhood, in 
« this important event; that he has made seve- 
" ral visits, in the space of 18 years, to the Field 
** itself, merely for information and inspection; 
" and that he has likewise made many enquiries 
« into the traditions in the vicinity of Bosworth 
*' Field, and found it the most copious source of 
« intelligence." CamcAL Review, LXVI. p. «i 7. 

« Mr. 
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'' Mr. Hutton's Battle of Bo«worth Field cpn- 
'^ tains a variety of circumstance? relating to tha^ 
^* important and decisive event, which have been 
^^ unknown to our other Historians and Antiqua* 
^' ries. His information he has drawn, not only 
^^ from the best remaining Chronicles of the 
'^ tinies, but from repeat^ visits to the scenes of 
^^ action^ which he hiais examined with uncom* 
^^ mon 9rdour and attention^ and minute enqui* 
*^ ries into the traditions of its vicinity. This 
'^ wor^ is interesting and amusing ; and iwj coixt 
'^ tribute to the illustration of this dark period of 
« English History/ 



PREFACE. 



Digitized by 



Google 



P R fi ^ A e % 

Y^READf^tJL U the fiiuatiott tti pidi 
*^ pic, when that itaartial fpiritj whicH 
Ihould boly be exeHcd to rep«l ah inVaderf 
is aivided againft itfelf} wheb inl^ea<< «if 
jfheddiil^ the blood df an taemyi the^ ihcU 
their oWn. 

The ttoUre bt AnjdU JTui'iillhed id thii 
country^ a tiumeroils race df Kingsi of 
heroes) and of faVagtd. The princeB of 
thishodfe, being pofiefled of abilitie^i but 
iiaviilg ho ideas of right, had the addrefs td 
divide the kingdom, and dittdb on<t part to 
butchiir th^ otht^* 6ut happy had it beeii 
for the nation^ could they have United, and 
Expelled that dell of Vipers, ^^ho di^ufed 
ihelr pblfon^ to the deftriididh bf thou- 
fahds. Something like this redlly haj^pened. 
at the extindioii of thb Stuart race. A 
leflbh to future ages. 



Digitized by 



Google 



vi PREFACE. 

The quarrel between the rofes, is one of 
the moft interefting ftories in Hiftory, but 
perhaps none is fo defcdively related; and 
the rcafon is, as Sir* John Fenn juftly ob- 
ferves, thatjthe art of printing being newly 
difcovercd, people negledled to - multiply 
their manufcripts, and being anxious to 
prefcrve the hiftory of paft times, forgot 
the prefent. 

Perfuaded that' the latter part of this im- 
portant quarrel^ the battle of Bofworth, is 
fuperficially reprefented, I have taken fome 
pains in a minute refearch. This little 
work Will nearly comprehend the hiftory of 
Richard's (hort reign* 

Whatever omiffions I may be charged 
with, want of affiduity, and enquiry are 
not of the number. My purfuits, as might 
be expe£ted, were attended with difficul- 
ties 
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ti€8. • 1 could nX)t even examine the Wood 
in BoAvorth Field, without being repeatedly 
fct fall in the mirej though poffefled of 
two fcet^ I could fometime ufe neither* 
If in fearching the rubbi(h of antiquity, I 
found an imaginary prize; it appeared fo 
cankered with the ruA of time, as to bafHs 
the judgment. I have more than once put 
a whole family into filent amazement, by 
the Angularity of my errand; by opening 
a fubjedl, which though conftantly under 
the eye, they had never noticed. I fre- 
quently perceived embarraflment, at being 
unable to give me that information of their 
own prcmifes, which a ftranger might rea- 
ibnably exped ; and have myfelf flood in 
an awkward light, while I folicited a gentle- 
man to teach me what he had never learnt. 
But if I could not always find an anfvver to 
my. enquiries, I always found civility. 

b 4 Authentic 
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AutheAtic information^ of fo remote a pe* 
riod, is procured with as much difficulty^ 
by the antiquary, as water in Arabian de<« 
ferts by the traveller. I have treated my 
friend with a letter, and myfelf with a 
journ^, yet all the intelligence derived 
from bothy has been comprized in fix 
words I this evinces, that a work, though 
jtmall, may be expenfive, and that literary 
cmolamenti are no part of my purfutt< 

As thcf life of Richard, ptior to his fo- 
vereignty, is but little known, and that 
little to his drfadvantage, I have given a 
iketch, in an introduction, chiefly extra<acd 
from out beft authors, as HoUingftiead, 
Grafton, Buck, Dogdale, Rapln, GartCy 
Walpole, Fcnn, &c, Adions beft ex- 
plain motives. 
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INTRODUCTION^ 



^be Life of Richaro the Third, tittbe 
afcended the Throne. 

TF we fufvcy the houfe of Anjou, It will 
be found, one of the moft extraordinary 
in hiftory. The females pofTeffed thtf 
ipirit of men^ the males^ that of heroes: 
as ripe atfifteeh^ as the generality of yootli 
ftt twenty^ Adive, revengeful, prolific^ 
and daring) they feldom arrived at old age^ 
but feemed willing to deftroy each other^ 
when fortune negle£led to deftroy them. 

All agree that the name of Plantagcnct 

figniiies a broom* plant; and Buck tells as 

' that Folk^ head of the family, about acen-? 

9 tary 
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tuiy before the conqueft^ was enjoined bjr 
the prieft, as a puniflinient for his fins,, to 
lafli himfelf with that weapon^ from which 
he acquired its name. 

This felf-a£Bidler furniflied England with 
feventj-four male defcendants of his own 
same; fourteen of whom were fovereign 
princes^ who filled the throne three hun« 
dred .and thirty years. Among whom, 
only three lived to old age, 

Henry the Third 

Edward the Firft, and 

Edward the Third 
Five fell by the hand of violence, 

Richard the Firft 

Edward th? Second 

Richard the Second 

Edward the Fifth, and 

Richard the Third. 

5 Though 
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Though a crown is coveted beyond crcry 
earthly thing, nay, perhaps every heavenly^ 
and is fuppofed a remedy for every human 
woe, yet grief ftibrtened the tiays of duree 
of the Anjovin Kings*, 

Henry the' Second 
- John, and ' 

Henry the Sirth, — The other three 

Henry the Fourth 

The Fifth, and 

Edward the Fourth, were cut fliort in 
early life. 

If we caft a melaricholy eye, for wc caa 

caft no other, upon the tnd of this nuooer- 

' ous race, till the extinction of the name in 

1499, we fhall find, that out ot fevfcnty* 

four males. 

Twenty-one died young 
Twenty- four in middle age 
t Twenty- 
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Tyrenty*oae by vidknce^ and 
Only eight faw old agCi 

if a I^lantagehet wai deflfoyed, it Wai 
generally by the hand of a Plantagtott ; i 
tiame always honourablei but frequently 
dangerous/ No family Was better ac- 
quainted wltk the axei and if they ih£wed 
to mercy to each other^ the ftranger could 
tiot expe£fc it. They dealt out deilrudlioii 
With a faVage hand ; hence the nobility and 
' gentry fell by multitudes in the tempefll 
t)f their wrath. 

Many difpiltes have tiapp^n^d iince thtf 
tonqueft, for the poffeflion of the crown^ 
in which^ much blood has hctn fpili, and 
though right often pleaded, vidtory carried 
it* The firft difpute arofc between the 
font of William the Conqueror; the ncxti 

betweeiil 
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INTRODUCTIOK. ^ 

|)etween Stephen and Henry the Second; 
fhen between Richard the Second, and 
^enry (he Fourth; the hoiifes pf Stuart and 
Orange; and again between Stuart and 
Brunfwicki but the mpil (prrlble, ^^s (bat 
between th$ roies. 

Whether the houfe pf York, or that of 
l^ancafter had die beft right to the crowq, 
Will appear hy th^ follpwing table pf 4e« 
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INTRODUCTION. vf 

It appears from this pedigree, that thfe 
Jiooie of York cctujd derive no title froHi 
JEdmund^ it5 founder, bepaufc l»,W9S tht 
fourth fon of Edward the THifd, That 
of Lancafter was equally excluded, becaoie 
John of Gaunt, the head, was but the third 
fon, therefore the right was veftcd ih 
Lionel the fecond, after the heirs of tht 
Black Prince failed; and as the Duke of 
York married Ann, the heirefs of Lionef, 
the ^ole right of defcent muft have bcch 
Veftcd in her. iffue, which was Richard 
Duke of York. A powerful argameat A 
favour of the Lancaftrlan family was; diiit 
long poffeffion of the crown, which, it w^ 
pleaded gave a prefcriptlve right. But this is 
a dangerous dodtrine; power may'prcfervfc 
that poffeffion which jufiice cannot ratify ^ 
I have obfervcd, upon another occafion, that 
'* whatpyer is wrong in the beginning, is 

•' di^cuU 
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^' difficult for tkne to fet right. If a man 
^* fteals a guinea^ it is no more his own, 
^ after keeping it twenty yearsy than it was 
»« the firft day/* 

The higher a man is elevated^ the nK>re 
difficult to keep his ftation. Richard the 
Second was too giddy to keep his; whichj 
Henry the Fourth, a perfon of fuperior 
talents obfbrving, dragged him from his 
^one» which he mounted himfelf. Pof- 
feffion was kept in his family during three 
generations, when his grandfon^ Henry the 
Sixth, a prince much weaker than Ricbard, 
was expelled by the powerful Duke of 
York, the legal heir, a roan well able to 
condud a kingdom^ 

Richard Plantagenet, afterwards Richard 
the Thirdi wa$ the ypungeft of eight fons 

of 
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IKTRODUCTION* xvii 
of tht laft mentioned Duke of York, by 
Cicely, fiftcr to Richard Neville, Earl of 
Salifbury, and aunt to the great Earl of 
Warwick. He was born on Monday, 
Oftobcr 1, 1452, at Fotheringay, in 
Northamptonfhire. But little is recorded 
of his childhood, neither can childhood 
pcoduce much to record. I fhall omit as 
idle tales, the difficulty of his birth, hi€ 
being amputated from his mother, his de- 
formity, his favagc teeth, and his wi- 
thered arm, as beneath the notice of hiflory. 
His infancy was fpent in his father's houfc, 
where he cuckt his ball, and (hoot his taw, 
with the fzme delight as other lads. 

His father was killed at Wakefield in 

1460, Richard being feven years old. His 

* 

mother fent him, and his brother George, 
to Utrecht for fecurity and improvement, 

b under 
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xviii INTRODUCTION, 
under the care of Phillip Duke of Burgundy, 
while their brother Edward, cleared his 
way to the throne by the fword, 

Edwafd, having fubdued his enemies, and 
afcended the regal feat, fcnt for his brothers, 
after an abfence of fix mohths, and initiated 
them into the ofe of arms, as an additional 
ftrength to his houfe. He created George 
Duke of Clarence, and Earl of Richmond, 
to eclipfe the title of Henry Tudor, and 
Richard Duke of Gloucefter, and Earl of 
Carlifle. 

There are three incidents in the Englifh 
annals, which furniflied the fovereign with 
immenfc property. The feizure of moft 
of the lands in the kingdom, by William 
the Conqueror, after the battle of Haftings ; 
the aflumption^ of religious donations, by 

Henry 
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Henry the Eighth, and the prodigiops 
number of eftates> alternately feized by the 
viAor, in the contefb between the rofes. 
Property ivas continually changing its 
owner, according to the vidlorious fword. 
This filled the hands of the ibvereign with 
riches^ and enabled him to gratify his adhe«« 
rents* To fupport Richard 'S ducal chtrac« 
ter, Edward gave him the fee farm of 
Gloucefter, with the manors of 

Kingftone Lacy, in Dorfctfhire 

'Richmond in Yorkfliire 

Chipping Norton iti Oxfordihire. 

Sarton 

Great Camps 

Abiton Magna and 

SwafFham, in Kent 

Folenthorn 

Penhall 

Treoiarket 

b 2 Trevalin 
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Trcvalin 

Argclles 
Trewlnion, and 
^ Droungolan, in Cornwall' 
Overhall 
Nethcrhall 
Aldham 
Prefton 

Pendhami and 
Cokefield, in Suffolk. The Caftk^ 

and Manors of 
Henham 
Elham Parva 
Vaur 
Bumifted 
Helion 

Canfield Magna 
Stanftcd Monfitchct 
Bumfted upon Terrens 
EarFs Calne 

Crcpping 
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Creppin^ 
Bentleigh Mt^w 
Cruftwich 
Fingrithe 
Doddinghurft 
Preycres 
Bower Hall 
Crcyes 
Efton Hall 
Cileby 
fieamoiui 

Downhami ' ■ with 
KeofingtOD, and 
Walehurft, in Middlcibx. 
Calvcrtonit in Bedfbrdihiret 
Milton, and 

Pafton, in Northaiiiptonfliire. 
Market Orerton, in Rutlandihire. 
Flete, and 

Battleitnerct in Kent. All which 
b 3 were 
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were part of the eftate of John de.^Vcr« 
Earl of Oxford, attainted* ' He alfo confti- 
tuted Richard Lord High Admiral of Eng- 
land, Gonftable of Corf caftle, and keeper 
of the forefts in Eflex, 

The fagacious Edward propofed three ad- 
vantages to himfelf by fo liberal a bcqueft* 
Though this vaft property^ was nominally 
Richard^s, yet Edward would reap th^ pro- 
fits during his minority. By parting. ivith 
it, he would prevent the folicitation of 
others. He well knew, while a king had 
any thing to give, he would never Want beg- 
gars, and it would be difficult to. deny, 
even a beggar who had ferved faim. He 
learlyfaw in Richard a ileadiogcapa^city, and 
a rifing fpiritj he wiflied to promote his 
own intcreft by encouraging both; but 
alas^ he cheri/hed a viper zip ilis bofom; 

they 
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INTRODUCTION. xxiii 
(hey proved in the end, the dcftrudion of 
his family* 

Three ycar^ after, in 1464, Richard 
being twelve years of age, received a grant 
of all the caftles, lordfhips, and lands, in 
England and Wales, late the property of 
Henry de Beaufort Duke of Somerfet, pa- 
ternal ancefter to the prefcnt Duke of Beau- 
fort, who having fled at the Battle of Tow- 
ton, and^ being tired with the life of an 
exile, threw himfelf at Edwrrd's feet, and 
obtained a pardon. He afterwards com- 
manded the Lancaflrian army at Hexham, 
were he was taken by the Marquis of Mon- 
tague, inftantly beheaded, attainted, and 
his eAate confifcated^ 

The intereft of the houfe of Lancafter 

was, by that vidory> for the prefcnt annihi« 

b 4 lated. 
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lated, and the court of Edward ^tijoyed 
peace about five years. In 1468^ Richard 
drawing towards fixtccn, received a grant o£ 
the manor of Fareley in Somerfetibire ; 
Haighetfbury, and Cofcnt in Wilts, with 
ttiany other lordihips, late part of the eftate 
of Robert Lord HungcrforcJ, attaint- 
ed, likewife, the town of fiodminfler^ 
in Gloucef^erfhire, with its dependencies, 
and all other lands in Ignglancli belonging 
td Alianore Duchefs of Somerfet, widow 
of the late Puke, held in dower, which 
cfcheatfd to the crown at her deaths 

The nc3ft year 1469, Richard was made 
Conftable of England, Juftice of North 
and South Wales, and, in 1470, warden of ^ 
the weft marfhes of Scotland. Thus he 
was early taught to rifc| who in a fair years 
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after vas able to teach himfeif- Had Edward 
kept him in a depefhient flsite^ his wiihet 
Would not have (bared fo high as his pr^fent 
attainments; b«t being brought nearu king^ 
he found means to be altogether one. Th^ 
mind cannot be fatisfied; he who has no-^ 
things longs for a little, and, to poflefa 
flittch, only opefis a wifti for more. 

We are now to difplay another fccne, 
wherein the Lancaftrian intereft^ aided by the 
powerful Earl of Warwick, grew terrible to 
the houfeof York, {hook Edward's thro Ae, 
and occafione4 his falK A proud noble- 
man, armed with power, has often hum* 
bled the crown, but in no inftance equal 
to this. Warwick had placed Edward 
upon the throne, was his principal fupport, 
but taking umbrage at his condud, forfbok 
^i|n^ became his inrcterale enemy, and 

yndertooo^ 
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xxvi INTRODUCTION, 
undertook the caufe of Henry the Sixth, 
which he ably conduded. He not only 
drew his friends after hioi, but had the 
addrefs even to draw the king's brother, 
Clarence; by a bold-ftroke he drove Ed- 
ward from the helm, and, by a bolder, took 
him prifoner. Edward in profperity loft 
his prudence, but never in adverfity. By 
a well laid plan he gained one of the great- 
eft bleffings upon earth, his liberty; and 
vvith a very few friends retreated to tho 
Continent, under the wing of the duke of 
Burgundy, taking with him, Richar^ Duka 
of Gloucefter, then feventeen. And now, 
the Lancaftrian party, with Margaret at 
the head, triumphed in a flood of fuccefi 
and* of blood. 

Edward became an humble folicitor t9 
JBurgundy, for aid, to profecutc his fortune, 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION, xxvii 

ftnd after an abience of fevch mpnths, re* 
turned with the, afliftancc of the Dukeg 
marched to. Londoii^ augmented his forces., 
and went in.qucft of the cnemy^, 

Warwick^, ready to meet him, marched 
from St. Alben's and pitched his campi; 
on Gladmore Heath, a mile north of Barnet. 
iEdward, marched from London^ entered the 
town in th^e evening, where bis p?oplp 
were much inclined to ftay and refrefh, 
which be would not fufFer, but ordered 
every man away to the heath. Both armies 
approa^h^ the field the night preceding 
the adion. Edward's came laft. Through 
the darknefs of the night, he pould not dif- 
pover the enemy, but by miftakc, pitched 
bis camp rather adapt, than oppofite War- 
wick's. Ife enjoiacd filence; and forti- 
fied bis c^mp us well as time would allow, 

to 
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t<> preveftt t futptitt, fidcli armies hwA 
fttWltry, hut Wftr#kk*»jec«td«i Edward'si 
Warwick pkyed upon thsfc rt^al army 
during the tvhok ftfght, but did little or 
no execution, for Edward lying nearer than 
was fuppofed, the fliok fitw ovfcr him. 
ipiach army fcdnfifttd of about io>ooo. 

At break Of day, feaftcr Suhdiy, April 1 4, 
1471, Edward fbunded hi$ trumpets td 
arms, and Warwick drew up in ofder ef 
battle; but a fog was fo thick, that neither 
party difcovered the other. Warwick, gave 
the command of the right wing to his br6* 
tber, John Neville, Marquis of Montague, 
who had Won the battle of Hexham, but 
fiiicc, changed fides, John de Vcre Earl of 
Oxford, affifted by John Holland, Duke of 
Exeter, who had married Edward's fifter, 
commanded the left. The ceatre were ar« 

chcrs, 
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c)iers» oadkr Bdmand Beaufort Duke of 
Somedety brodicr to the late Duke. War- 
wick biffifelf conduded t^ rear. 

The whole yui q6 Edward^ anoj" wae 
commanded by Richard Duke of Glouccfier, 
a lad of eighteen; which proves Edward's 
high opinion of hk talents, and confidence 
in his fidelity. Probably Richard's cowage 
9ind inclination for the iervice, induced him 
to Solicit for this dangerous poft. EdwardV 
affided by die Duke of Clarence, whom he 
had recovered back from Warwick, com-* 
manded the fecond line, in which he placed 
King Henry, having brought him cut of the 
Towet to be ihot at. Locxi Hkftings led the 
rear. Exclufive of thefe three lines, 'Ed* 
ward had a corps of reierve, for occdfionaS 
wfe, which proved of great iervice. 

Edward 
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Edward and Warwick encquragcd thdt 
men with all the eloquence they were maf^ 
ters of» and each-, as ufual^ pleaded tbt 
jufticeofhis caufe^ the protedlion of the 
Almighty, and dealt out abufe againft his 
antagonift. 

The thicknefs of the mift caufed another 
miflake, in preventing the armies from 
being drawn up . face to face. Warwick's 
left extended towards the ea(l» and far out- 
flanked Edward's right, while his left as 
far overfhot Warwick's right. 

Soon after the battle began, a fmall part 
of Edward's right, being overpowered by 
Oxford, fled to London, and declared, 
viiSory was decided for Warwick. The 
fame fog which had deceived the two armies 

continued 
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continued to deceive; Edward's badge be- 
ing a fun^ and Oxford's a flar^ both with 
rays, Oxford's miftook their own people 
for Edward's, and fell upon them, when 
Oxford cried out *' Treafon" and fled with 
800 men. This difafter did not encourage 
one party, nor difhearten the other, becaufe 
neither were able to fee it for the mifl* 
The King's people on the weft out flanking 
Warwick, became in turn fuccefsful, and' 
routed the enemies right. 

The conteft had continued till near noon; 
rather in favour of Edward, which the 
Earl of Warwick obferving, and remem- 
bering his character in the world as a hero, 
and being unwilling to lofe his power of 
making kings, bravely exerted himfelf, 
and encouraged others, till the battle be- 
Cfiinc more fierce, and the vidory doubtfuL 

Edward 
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Edward, as the lait bold effoirt^ bvoiigfat op 
his rcferrc. Thift no waty difmaycd the 
Early wiia ftiU encouraged his people by 
telling them *• it was the lafl: reibrt of an 
*• ufurper**' But Richard Duke o£ Glou* 
cefter who commanded Edward^s Tan, bore 
down all before him. It is difficult to 
withftand a man who is determined nothing 
(hall withftand him. Warwick, inflamed, 
attempted to do himfelf^ what his men were 
unable. He fought on foot^ contrary to hie 
ufual practice, and in his ardour for con- 
queft» cut his way into the midil of his 
enemies, forgetting that he was venturing 
into the jaws of a boar; furrounded by 
Richard's people, and his own being too 
much di (heartened to effe<St his relief, he 
fell a vi£lim'to their fury. The Marquis 
of Montague, though fuppofed a friend to 
Edward, could not bear to fee a brother in 
1 diftrefs. 
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£^ himfelftr Here oppofitiofl ceafcd 

Thvs it appears^ when j&dward com« 
tnicttd fo impof taivt a Irufl: to bis brother 
Richard, it wa» not an error of judgment i 
nor does Clarence ieem to have taken mn*^ 
brage^ at being ordered to the centre, while 
im younger brodier commanded the van« 
The infant fword of Richard bad now efla« 
bUibod'that cbarader for brarcry, which 
time cannot efface. John Milwa»ter, and 
Thomas a Par, two of his fquires, were 
dain at his feet. 

There fell on the King's fide, the Lords 
Cromwell, Say, and Pentoifc, with many 
Knights, 'Squires, and Gentlemen. None 
of the nobility were (lain in the Lancaftrian 
intereft except the two brothers. The 

c Duke 



Digitized by 



Google 



x»iT INTRODUCTION- 

Puke of Exeter was defperately wounded* 
Somerfet and Oxford^ attempted to retreat 
into Scotland, but altering their defign, 
turned towards the left, and marched into 
Wales, to join Jafper Earl of Pembroke, 
and the King marched in triumph to Lon-> 
^n- 

An Obelifk was ereded by Sir Jcromy 
Sambroke, upon Gladmore Heath, in 1740 
to commemorate the battle, with this in« 
fcription : 



Here 
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Here was 

f^oiight the 
Famous BATTLE 
Between EDWARD 
the iVth and the 
£arl of WARWICK, 
Anno 1471, 
In which the Earl 
was defeated 
and flain. 

The keeper at the Red Cow, near the 
Obelifk, has preferved a ball, a pound and a 
half weight, which he dug out of the 
ground. 

Though Richard, for the firfl: time, had 

drawn a viAorious fword, he was not yet to 

(heath it. News was brought to Edward 

oa EaAof 'Tuefday, that Margaret, with her 

,. c z, fon. 
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fon, had landed %Uf day of the battlCjr <C 
Weymouth. Edward ftafd but four days 
ill London, before ha umit again with his 
army, in qucft of an eoemy^ The two 
antagoniils met at. Tewkelbniy, May the 
fourth, only twwty d»ys %f|or |he battle of 
Bamct. 

Edward, as before, nadballed his troops 
in three divifions^ Ovec the firft, he ap- 
pointed his brother, the victorious Duke of 
Gloucefter, took the center hin^felf, and 
gave Lord Hailing tbe thiinL Approaph- 
xng the enemy, he percoived t^ey v^^e qjl- 
trenched, and could not be attacked^ but 
at a manifeft difadvantage. The Queen^s 
army was drawn up in three lines^ the. ilrft 
was commanded by the Duke of Sofn#pi«^ 
who iled from Barnet, aflifted by his bfror* 
ther, Lord John Beaufort* Thie feeond; by 

- 5 the 
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the Ptinct of Wfclcsi affifted by Ltotd 
Wfehlock; arid the third by Cattrthfty, Earl 
of Deyonfliire. 

&dwurd was provoked beiaufii he could 
not join battle with the enemy, thctcfore 
ordered his artiilery to open, which did 
fome eicecutton, ^vhile Richard contiriuedi 
ft brifk' difchargc of arrows. " Somctiet in 
fcttim, played his artillery and ftlall arm* 
tfhh cUkHk, and now might be feiih two ar- 
miel liriikly fighVifig, with a trench bfc- 
fween them, Someffet's artillery Was iA- 
fcrior to the King's, for the lattei' had ri* 
cruited his at Barnet. 

As the Duke of Gloucefter Wis not able 
to reach them with his fword, he waS de« 
tefmined to reach them with his policy; 
jfCnOwlng the impetnoos tamper of thtf 

c 3 Dukf 
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Duke of Somerfct, he feigned bimfeff 
worfted^ and^ with his yai^ recoiled, as if 
retreating through fear. Thi$ dcpoy ha4 
the deiired efFe;<^. Somer&t left the in* 
^rcDchment^ e^pe€ling the Prince |n4 
Wenloek to follow, and fupport him^ but 
ncjither moved. Ric^d havjng dr^Vi) 
hiin from bis ftrong hold, faced about^ 
and began the attack with double fur/i 
forced hia|i l^ack up the hilU but he coul4 
not eafily regain the encampment. A^ 
Edward approached the Queen's troops^ bp 
obfervejd a park full of timber op the|f 
right, and fearing an ambufcade, dctache^ 
200 fpear-men a quarter of a mile tq the 
left to attack theni; hut if there were none, 
to employ f bemfel ves as occafion ihould fer ve« 
Finding no cntmj in ambuih^ they re* 
turned a( the ve^y indent Richafd was fac« 
ing about, and joined him. The violent 

Somerfct 
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Someifet feeing all was loft^ and being id 
a rage at not being jG^onded, rode up to 
Lor4 Wenlock, upbraided him for a trai- 
tor; and at one ftroke with his battk^f^aixe^ 
dafhed out his brains. The Duke of 
Gloucefter followed his blow with fpirit, 
f ntered the trench with Somerfet, and his 
followers^ when ^ dreadful carnage enfued« 
JLittle oppofition fepms to haye been made^ 
or intended* The appearance of Richard 
parried terror. While foaie were running, 
pAeris were flaying. Unfortunately they 
}iad to pafs ^ .i>ar|-pw bridge at f /nillt neaf 
the t#wn; here o^ny fell by the fwordt ^4 
others were drowned. Of that part who 
ftrrived at T^wkdbury^ fomi? Weltered ia 
the churchy fopie in the abbey. The ill- 
fated Edward, Prince of Wales, was taken 
in bis rptreat to the town, by Sir Richard 
CroftSi and clofely detained. The l^ing 
. ; T €4 iflued 
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Iflued a ^oclvnatioa tba^ ^ yfhmw^ 
^' Aiould bring in the PSrioce, a}ivc or dkadi 
f ^ ibould liare 4 hoiidred a yMt £>r life, 3^4 
♦• ti»c Pmupc if alive be fp*r«d/* Upon whlcli 
Sir Ric^bard delivered him iip; a fine figure 
of eighteen. But of Edward*« 1>rofcen 
promife, ^4 <^ Frincc's fat?, J have gireii 
Hfi nccouot, /i!?5<? 161 . This unhappy bucl 
tff royalty, put off from the aDcieot ftem of 
the PlantagefKts, in the fpring of exifteBGc» 
hsfd no greater fqncral honours paid Km^ 
^an hciBg«ht«wn4nto tJarge hole^ in the 
^nonaftryof Tewkefeury, to ferment an4 
rot with the bodies of f omti^on foldicr^, 

I|ere fell lrO«l John Beaufort, lliomaf 
Courtney Pari of Devonshire, l^oti Wen* 
loc}^, Sir John Del^res, Bir Edward Hamp* 
den. Sir Robert WiHington, ,8ir Johii 
l-irpi^nor, Sir WiUHm Vatts, SfrNidwfcw 

Harvey, 
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Harvi^, Sir William FieWing, ^ir Wfl- 
liam I^urmouth, Sir John Urman, Sir 
Thomas Seymour, Sir William Roufe, and 
Sir Thomas Harvey t 

Among the oSicers who took ihdter in 
the chuitii, wdrc Edmun<i ^aufort Duke 
of Somer^, John Strothcr, Lord Prior 
af St. John*^, Sir Humphry Audley, Sir 
' Gems Clifton, 'Sir WUlUm txrimcfby. 
Sir William Carey, «ir Henry Rofe, Sir 
Thomas Ttefham, Sir WUliam NeWbo* 
rough, Henry Trefham, Walter Courtney, 
John Florry, Lewis Miles, Robert Jack^ 
ion, John Gowcr, fword bearer to the 
Prince, and anccftorto the prefent Marquis 
ofStafFprd, and James Pelves. All thefq 
Itiig^t have efcaped, but Edvirard promifcd 
9 pardon, upon which they relied* But 
f^ event of this fecond promife, and their 

dreadful 
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dreadful cataftrophy, I have mentioned^' 
pageiig. 

Edward^ during the 1^ nine mo6ths» 
had experienced a ftrange viciifitude of 
fortune. From a powerful monarch, he 
had been ilript of his regal hoj^ours, bc?» 
come a defolatc wanderer, a prifoner m 
one place, and his family in another; his 
life in conftant jeopardy, and himfelf ^ 
|)eggar. He declared, he had loft every 
idea of a future crown, and only wifhed 
to recover h^s fanaily ixihcritance* We be- 
hold himagain^ with the aid of Burgundy^ 
rapidly rifirjg to power, taking King Hen-* 
ry prifoner, and, by the afliftancc of the 
Duke of Gloucefter, gaining two iippprtf 
ant battles, entirely fubduing the houfe of 
Laqcafteri fo that it made little or no efforts 
for power, during the remainder of hii^ 

reign. 
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ijpigiu Wc. further behold .him, and that 
vith a figh^ gjptting his revenge with 
blood* Provoked at being difturbed after 
a peaf eable pofleflion of the crown for tei| 
jt^t$, he flafightered his enemies without, 
mercy, mangled their bodif^, and hung 
them up in the Jjigh^ays, tp the aiyu)y-.^ 
^ce of trayeUer$. Gloucefter 4W ?^( 
foften the barbarous fpfrit of his \}roih^x, 
fayagc. 

After the battle pf Tewkefl^ury, Edward 
^ad reafon to expedfc a quiet enjoy ojent of 
th^ throne^ but he h^c| fcarcely returned 
from the field, when the baftard of Faul** 
ponbridge, allied to the Neville family, 
railed a coprnQtipn in Hamp£bire. iThp 
yidorious Richard was fent againft him in 
^eptember^ f:ame pp wifh» and defeate4 
pim at Southampton, took him prifoner^ 

and 
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and Tent him to Middleham Caftit, mkert 
h$ wa$ txh^ded. 

' There affe'but /cw inftaficei upon record, 
of a ffiilitiry chafafter, rifin^ to fame v^ith 
Ae rapidity of Richard's. Thotigh ift law, 
in lisfant, iii the Held an fa^ro. He had 
fought two battles in three weeks, com* 
manded the' van cf-tdth, was greatly in-* 
ilrumental in gaining that of Barnet|. and 
compleatly won that of Tcwkc{buryt This 
gave him cohieqnence in Edward's court, 
and, what Was much to hi^ honour, he 
pofieifed that confequence without its airs. 

' Edward had given Richard much, but 
hot more than he deferved. In con(ider« 
ation of his merit, he made him Lord 
Chamberlain of England, and granted him 
the manors of Middleham, and Sheriff- 

Hutton, 
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HottQ«» ia YorktUrf, Pcojith, i« Cuaw 
berlind» and put of the lordibips, maaors^ 
an4 laqds> belonging to the Barl of War^ 
wick» ikin at Barnet> alfo the eilates of 
Lewit Fitx-Jok0> Robert Hatlftony Sir 
Tiuanas Dimockj Sir Th(»nas de U 
Lottodi^ John Truthalc, John Darcy. and 
the Urge eft^te of the Marquia of Mon>« 

Ricbard now at eafe, with his fword 
Uid down J was not tnfenfible of the charms 
of the fair. Two or three natural ckildrea 
w^« the coniequeobce of this intercowfe,.' 
bnt we afe not told by what ladies « 

We ikfiil now9 hi 1*47 3j behold him ia 
aAQj^faef ygi)Ss A light in wfakk be is feldon& 
f^laced by the hiiiU>rian» iot love. The 
ipfteft aod thff m^ fttnkble pa^n of the 

human 
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human hearty is never afcribed to Richardi 
It was thopght by his cneaiies, if they 
thought at ally that the tender feelings of a 
lover^ could never enter the bread of a mon« 
fter. But Richard's difpofition was in 
every refped, like that of other men, 
two qualities excepted. Bravery and Am^ 
bition. In thefe he exceeded the run of 
mankind. The great Earl of Warwick 
had two daughters, Ifabel, and Ann, which 
iaft. Buck calls •* the better woman,*' but 
does not fay why. When the Earl had 
perfuaded the weak Clarence to defert his 
brother's intereft, and fly to the Continent^ 
he united him to his own, by giving hint 
Ifabel in marriage, and promifing half his 
fortune. Edward Priilce of Wales, ftfon 
after, married the other. Ann, becoming^ 
i widow, by the mdrder of the Fringe at 
Tcwkclbury, and Richard ftnick with her 

beauty. 
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beauty^ paid his addrelTes ; Clarence9 like 
many of the Plantagenets, having no ideas 
of jufticcA had feized the whole fortune^ 
which he refufed to refund^ but exerted 
every effort in his power to prevent the 
match. This caufed a violent quarrel be- 
tween the two brothers. Clarence fearing 
Richard would be two powerful^ for he 
who is rights has many advantages over him 
who is wrongy conveyed the lady away, 
and hid her fo privately that fhe could not 
be found. The gallant Richard, with the 
eyes of Argus, the diligence of Jafon, and 
the affiftance of love, like a faithful knight, 
and true to his injured miftrefs, neither 
gave himfelf or others reft in the purfuit. 
After many adventures he difcovered her, 
fecreted in an obfcure place in London, 
difguifed like a fervant girl} nay, in the 
deranged drefs of a cook maid. Like the ^ 
X ancient 
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tbe fair lady from c^iv'tCf^ ^nd cacrkd 
her away in triumph. Fctr fccnritj he coq4 
tejed her to the £m£biari]r in St MaitmV 
k-^tami^ and loon after led her to the te«« 
pie of hymeii4. 

The obftinate Clarence (Ull refolving to 
hold the fortune^ the quarrel became feri« 
ousi Edward^ to prevent the conieqeences^ 
ealled a parliament, caufed the affalt to bd 
difcufied by the privy conncfl^ and mxder-o 
took himfelf to be arbidralor. He awarded 
a portion of the lands to Glouccfter, the 
re£diie to Clarence^ and procured a ratifi«* 
catioii from the two houses. The amiable 
Cowitefs of Warwick.) mother, to the: young 
ladies, gave up her dowry to eflabliih peace in. 
her family* The flightei): .knowledge in the 
laws of equity^ will convince as that juiHcc 

was 
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W4»*)ii fche fide QJf Richard, If the ladies w?rp 
joint beirefies^ thejr wer«tf9cbTa(itled.tQ g 
joint (bare; befides^ Warwick's promife of 
half^ might have convinced ClaiVDpc, he h^d 
ho right to mote. Whether the two brp^ 
thers were ever cordial fri^hds is doubtful. 

By Richard's marriage with the Lady 
Ann Neville, he hid one fon, Edward, boQfi 
k 1474^ who died at the age of ten^ offp 
year before his father. She has been vehc- 
tticntly accufed for marrying the murderer 
of her huiband^ confequentlyi in all her 
cgffiiidions, unpitied^ But this ceufure did 
&ot arife in her life-time^ nor till the Tur 
dors had degraded Richard be|Qw every 
degree of truths 

A quarrel happening between the Frencb 
Kipg, and ^the Duke gf Bijrguody, who 

d had 
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had married Edward's fiftcr, and the Duke 
fearing himfelf too weak to cope with fo 
able an advcrfary, fol'icitcd Edward^s aflift- 
ance. Though the King, towards the clofe 
of a (hort life^ was become corpulent^ and 
courted eafc, yet, being under obligations 
to the Duke, for fuccouring him ip diftrcfs, 
and being willing to reduce the power of 
Prance, he readily adopted the meafure. 
It had long been a pradicc of the £ngli(h 
fovcrcigns, to catch at every pretext to fleece 
their fubjcds. Edward feizcd this. He 
was fond of luxury; always poor, nor is it 
a wonder, for he frequently feafted the 
city of London, an expcncc fufficient to 
impoverifli a richer monarch; but this 
fafliion, like others, has undergone fome 
alteration; whether our modern fovereigns 
are more proud, or more frugal, or whether 
the corporation of London has loft its cpn- 
I fecjucnce, 
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/c(jucnc6, I leave to others, but their high- 
eft entertainment now, at the King's board, 
is only to fip a little caudle at a goflbping. 
Edward found means to draw confiderable 
Aims from his people, which he called a 
benevolence, though fome people thought 
the name mifapplicd; Hollingflied gives 
us a fpecimen of his manner. He fent, 
among others, for an old rich widow, and 
afked her, with a fmile, what (he would 
give towards the profecution of the war ? 
the lady, ftruck with his beauty, ** for 
*• thy lovely face," fays ihe, ** thou fhajt 
** have twenty pounds.*' This being twice 
as much as the King expeded, he gave her 
thanks and a kifs. Perhaps a kifs of any 
fort had not come near her lips for many 
years, but fhe was fo delighted with a royaj 
one, that 0ie doubled hei: oj9er> an4 gavp 
him forty. 

$2 * JTearly 
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Nearly all the nobility attended the King 
in this expedition, many of them holding 
eftatcs by military tenure* By an iudcntufc 
of 1474* which conveyed feveral lordfliips 
to the DuKc of GloucQfter, he was to fcrvc 
the King his brother, in the wars of France 
and Normandy, and find at his own ex- 
pence, one hundred and twenty men at 
arms, nineteen of which were to be Knights, 
and a tboufand archers. 

Edward rallied by his frowns, his fmiles, 
and his ki^es, the fineil army that had 
been feen in England for forae time; wc 
are not told their number, but I judge near 
30,000, and led them in perfon to France. 
Their rich dreffcs and trappings, indicated 
oftcntation more than fighting. Whether 
Edward meant any thing befidpa pa- 
rade, is uncertain, for Burgundy and he 

quarrelled 
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quarrelled as foon as they met. 'tht 
French King, terrified at Edward's gallant 
army, ofFered him terms, which promoted 
an agreement^ 

Some of the principle officers, with 
Gloucefter at their Head, who wifhed to 
profit by the war, loudly remonftrated 
againft the peace. '* We have, gained no- 
*' thing " fays the Duke ** for all our la- 
** hour and expence but fliame" He after- 
wards paid a vifit to the King of France, 
who, knowing his great credit with his 
brpther, treated him with the utmoft civi- 
lity. The unfullied army rfcturned to Eng- 
land, with a lofs of reputation, but not of 
blood. 

Richard being governor of the northern 
marches, bis refidencc was at Shcrifl?'.Hat- 

d 3 ton. 
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ton^ in Yorkfliirc, ^nd fomctimes at Not* 
tingham caftlc^ Wc have in the former part 
of his life, beheld a war-like charadcr, 
but in this we fhall contemplate an amiable 
one. The terror of his name prevented 
northern iqroads. All was quiet during 
his adipiniftr^tion. He diflributed juftice 
to thofe vvho wanted it, and civility to all. 
By his moderation and probity, he conci- 
liated the afFedions of the inhabitants. 
His credit rofc to that elevation, and (hone 
with that fplendour^ as not to fet for many 
year^ after his death. 

He ha4 pow gone through about twenty r 
i\yt yczts, without a fpot. As a Icgifla- 
(or he rivalled the fages of antiquity; as a 
ivarrior, cyen without the affiftance of any 
h^avcnl^ goddcfs, he equalled the Trojan 
)^6tS4 jfad fomc future crijncs been 

avoided 



Digiti/ed by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION, It 

Avoided, and, had not his chara<fter fallen 
iuto the haads of the Tudors, who multi* 
plied thofe crimes, and blew all up into mag- 
nitude, he would have flood one of the firfl 
candidates for fame. 

Perhaps about this time 1477, we may 
fairly d^te the, rife of his ambition, the 
time in which he firfl raifed his ideas to 
royalty. He had been taught to rule i was 
well qualified I power was bewitching; 
the crown had a dazzling luflre; he had 
iflue, and he wiflied to fix it in his family. 
The unhappy difference between Edward 
and hijS brother Clarence, gave Richard 
the firft ppcping. There is too much 
r^afon to^ think ^e artfully fomented the 
quarrel. But this point, )ike that of 
fixLpg upon the perpetrator of ^ private 
murder, may be believed cafier than proved. 

d 4 Thus 
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Thus much h evident, Clarence's faultt 
Vrtte nther fbolifh thim vicious. He hia4 
edmrtiltted "no crime worthy'of 'death. Ed- 
•ward wa« ftf Ofigly petfuadcd to cut him off, 
but did not want much pcrfuafions to have 
favcd hfrt* We are not only to blame if 
We commit ti Crime, but even if We do not 
ptevent one, when in cur power. Rich-* 
ard fhJod "high Mth his fovereign* Ho, 
' might have been gratified with any fa-^ 
"^VOUf for aikirig, One 'Wdrd wpuld luve 
•faved Clarence. 'Me did not utter tha^ 
Word. 

Clarence left two innocent brphans, 
An a<a of attaintcr "imniediately palled, to 
corrupt their blood» anjl fei?e their pro- 
perty. This unjuft aft could not originarte 
from 'Edward j he had nothing to fipar from 
younger branches > nay, they might rather 

be 
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be foturc fupports to his family. It could 
oot oirij^inatc from the two honfes j they 
were no more than fpaniels who fetched 
9nd carried at the command of the crown* 
Richard muft have been the author, hecaufc 
no man living could derive the leaft benefit 
but hinafclf j befides, it was part of a con- 
fident plan. There were two families be^ 
tween him and a fceptre, thofe of his two 
brothers ? He had now difpofed of one, 

Clarence, no doubts had entertained 
fome diftant hopes of a crown ; this appears 
from two incidents j his bluftering words, 
tending to baftardize his brother, which 
tould only be meant to make a way for 
himfelfi and, his agreement with the Lan- 
caftrian party, when he left Edward to 
join them. Henry the Sixth, and his ilTue, 
were tp fwjiy the fccptre, and upon failure, 

Clarence 
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Clarence, and his. This proves tl?at Cla- 
rence had proceeded beyond his right;, and 
the man who will take a little of another's, 
will take ipore if not prevented. Thus wc 
find three brothers anxious toiiH that throne 
which would hold but one. There was, 
however, nothing to fear from Clarence, 
he was too weak a m^n to carry any point. 

In the wars between England and France, 
the French generally fpurred on the Scots 
to break through all treaties with the En- 
gli(h^ and make inroads upon the marches. 
The French, Scots, and Welpb> rarely quar- 
relled with eachoth?r, but if England differ- 
ed with any ope of the three, the other*, if 
able, were ready to aflift againft her. The 
Piifts wall, ftands a lading n^onyment of 
thofe barbarous ages; when even in times of 
peace, all intcrcourfe was prohibited be- 
tween 
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twccn the two nations. Wc cannot view 
this ftupendious work, without drawing 
a comparifon between ancient and modern 
civilization. It was formerly death for 
a man of either nation to pafs this abfurd 
boundary, but now, that friendly intercourfc 
is open which ought ever to fubfift between 
neighbouring beings of the fame fpecies. I 
have contemplated, while (landing upon the 
verge of Offa's dyke, that the ground on 
each fide was the fame j the country and prof- 
pedts the fame, that the a£t of moving 
the diilance of ten yards, could injure no 
man, nor make a difference in ^tqation, 
yet it was once lawful, had I paflcd this 
(hort, and innocent fpace, to have knocked 
me on the head. As the groiind U com* 
mon, every one Ijas a rigjf^^ tp ufe i{, why 
then (houjd it be death tto the man who 
jrc^d§ |t? Ti^0 gentleft fpunda that Once 

pa^o4 
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pafled this fatal barrier were Dim Sa/ncag, 
iind Dim cum rfa^, but now, the rcfidents 
on cither bank, live as intimately together, 
as in any part of the ifland; and I can tra- 
vel with as much pleafure and fafety 
through Wales, and meet with as friendly 
a reception, as at home. I can view th$ 
grandeur of her mountains without any 
fear, except that of falling from them. 

Whether a coat, or a peace, be flightly 
patched up, it will quickly come to pieces^ 
Lewis and Edward foon difagreed, and tho 
French King eafily prevailed upon James 
the Third, King of Scotland, to make a 
dcfcent upon the borders ; which he 
ravaged without mercy, before Edward 
could form an army. When a King is nof 
prepared for battle, he attempts to negoci- 
ate. Arbitrators were ^hofen, by the 
2 French 
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French and Englifh for that purpofc. Tht 
Duke of Gloucefler was onc^ and after thj; 
ufual time of conferring^ produced thqr 
peace of a day. Treaties between Princca 
continue, while it is their interefl. 

Edward having filenced his French antah 
gonift, turned his eye towards Scotland) 
but the Scots had made fuch devailations^ 
that forage was not to be found to fubfi/l aa 
army in its march to the North. Richard 
therefore procured a comniiinon from the 
.crown to parchaie 

2000 quarters of Wheat 

looo do« of Barley 

looo do« of Rye 

looo do* of Oats 

looo do* of Muncorn 

J GOO do. of BeanSy and 

x'ooo do. of Peyia 

■ With 
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With this fupply he rcplcniflicd th^ 
iharchcs for the reception of the military. 
Nor did Richard make any private cmolu- 
rocn.t by this ftate purchafe; Royalty vrz^ 
what he coveted, not money. BuC his de^, 
pendants knew how to reap the profits of 
the contrafk. 

Scotland was in confufion. Her King 
was weak, and the people diflatisfied. He 
had two brothers. One he had bled to 
death, the other imprifoned. The living 
brother, Alexander, efcaped from confine- 
' ment, and fled to England, under the pro- 
tedlion of Edward. Thcfe two entered 
into a treaty for which they both defcrved 
puni(hment. Edward was to difpoffefs 
James of the throne; and place Alexander 
upon if, who was to do homage for his 
j^ingdom, to Edward ; to bre^k the truce 

with 
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with Lewis^ and enter into one with the 
King of England againft him; to divorce 
his wife, and marry Edward's daughter; 
though already engaged to the Prince of 
Scotland, his nephew; but if the church 
would not grant a divorce, his fon was to 
marry her. The King's daughter was a: 
forward girl, was early ripe for a hulband, 
and longed for one, as foon as ripe. Her 
fortune, which was 20,000 marks, had, 
in part, been paid by Edward's bungling 
minifters, and the Scots valued the money 
more than the lady. 

Edward having raifcd an army confifting 
of 23,000 men, gave the command to the 
Duke of Gloucefter, who began his march, 
in May 1482, accompanied by Alexander, 
who aflumed the title of King. In July 
they reached AJnwick. By floyv marches they 

arrived 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ixiv INtRODUCTlON. 

arrived in Scotland and began to laj waiU 
the country, there being no arnay t^ oppo$$ 
thenik Richard took Edinburgh^ and &n£ 
to inform J^mes, *^ if he did not fulfil hia 
*' engagements with England^ he woul4 dc^ 
•' ftroy the whole kingdom/' The no» 
bility of Scotland aflembled, ratified the 
treaty afrefh, and delivered up Berwick^ 
when Gloucefler with his army returned to 
England. Nothing memorable happened 
to Richard during the refidue of his 
brother's reign, which was only a few 
months. 

The death of Edward the Fourth, opened 
a new, and extraordinary fcene, in which 
Richard (hewed himfelf a moft accom<- 
pliihed and wicked a<ftor» There is not in 
the whole hiftory of the Englifli Kings, 
a fimilar inftance of a prince forming & 

defign 
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ikfign upon the crown, l^yibg £> ^ble^ und 

deep a fchemc, in which were fo many 

C>bftaclcs; furmounting them ^U^ andgain^ 

ing the beloved objcft in feight weeks* 

'rhtfc 6bfia€les would have appeared infur-* 

tnottntable td any €jt but Richard^s. He 

liad to overconn* Rivers and Oray^ with 

til theif adherents, who were powerful^ 

ikud in pofleffion of the foTereign; thd 

|>otent friends of Edward's fadiily, as 

Derby, Haftittgs^ York, Ely^ &c. but 

trhat Was fing\xht^ ht had the moft 

powcrfol of all, iJ^e peopki Keithet 

was he ailifled in this ama:2ing under-i 

takings by any perfon of powtfr except 

the Duke of Buckingham, who was woa 

by deluiite ptomifeSi never to be fulfilled^ 

He was the ftcp by which Richard 

HM^unted the throne, and then deftroyed# 

The fate of every branch of oppofitioa 

c wat 
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was determined; the King was committe<i 
to prifon; Stanley was to be cut off, as if 
by an accidental blow; the two Bi/hops 
feized and confined; Rivers, with the 
King's friends were folemnly murdered in 
th? face of the fun ; Haftings, • in a man- 
ner unknown in hiflory> and what was 
aftonifhing, the people were moft unac- 
countably duped^ One circumftance was 
much in Richard's favour, not one of the 
heads with which he contended was equal 
to his own. A bolder difplay of mafterly 
talents; is no where met with. 

Richard being arrived at the regal featt 
jhe ultimate of his wiflies, the pinaclc 
of vanity, I fhall clofe this firft part of 
his life, which has been but little noticed 
by our hiftorians, with an account of his 
coronation; from George Buck. This 

was 
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^zs the firfl author who ever durft fpeak 
in favour of Richard i He feems to havt 
Written the King's llfe^ or rather, his vindt^ 
cation^ about a century after the battle of 
Bofworth^ :and fyys many weak things, and 
falfe> but more true* Provoked at Henry 
the Seventh) for his treatment of Sir Johii 
fiuck, a near relation^ taken at Bofworth^ 
and beheaded with Catpfby, at Leicefter^ 
he takes a decided part againfl him^ and 
endeavours to' exculpate Richard from every 
charge. If Vre cannot find the angel in his 
defcription of the King, we find the per-» 
fe£tion pf man* 

. When the Duke of Buckingham addretfcd 
Richard in the pretended name of. the no^* 
bilitj and Commons of England^ to takei^ 
the crown;, he (hily accepted tAat which 
he mpd atdently wifhed Jfor> and replied 

e a with 
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with a ferioas ftce, ♦« As tbey vftn dettr* 
•* mined to make him a Kirtg, fie was refolved 
(^ to- tmke bioifelf a good m^ and d«fir«d 
** to live nd longer tlMn white be «tidM-« 
*< voored to promote ih< ptofpcriiy of tb« 
** kingdom." Upon this Btififeiagbanaf aod 
his ibllowera cried otlt Qsdfavt King kUh* 
grd. A difcerni/ig fpt€tator maft bavi 
fmitdd at th« f;irce* 

* 

'•; fiocking^m, to ferve hit mafter, « 
rtilbift- hitnfelf> prdcUred a ft^^ addrefi<(8^ 
Wh«reiti partieular cart wa» taken to hii>t *t 
the baflardy of Edward's children, aftd tfa« 
attainter of Clarence's. Thcfc were deli- 
tered to the Lords, aifembled iti Wellmin- 
ft»-biU, Jane 2d« 1483. Richard fitting 
flciiOng them in i marble chair, or rather 
Upon the celebrated coronation Hone, jref 
^rtferved Ia St. Edward's chapel* He wai 
. . - • then 
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tben decUred King, and the nyext day pro- 
claimed- After which he rode in great 
pomp from London to Wellmiafter> and 
placing himfelf in the royal feat, gave a 
charge to the judges, in a religious ftrain, 
to adminifler juflice. He then approached 
the zhbf^f and was met at the door by the 
tnonks in proceflion, when the Abbot de- 
livered into his hand, the fceptre of St. 
Edward. In this manner, be afccndcd to 
6t. Edward's chapel, and made an offering 
gt the (brine, while the Monks fung TV 
Deum^ He afterwards returned in proccf- 
fion to his palace in London, 

The man who is fond of power, is fond 
of parade i this was Richard's cafe, or why 
did he travel from Nottingham to Bof- 
worth Field with his crown upon his head ? 
which, by the way, tends to provt a point 
c 3 long 
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long dlfputed^ that he was not that miC^ 
ihapen qaonfter he is rcprcfcntcd. Hp 
who is ill-made wou}d rather iide tha(i 
publifh his deformity, ^nd nothing m^ke$ 
a n)2(n more confpip^ou^ than a crowq, 

July 4, he went with his Queen by 
water, to the Tower, where they flept that 
j^ight, and the next 4ay« the fifth, he rode 
with his fon from the Tower, through the 
pity to Weftminfter, ip the higheft degree 
of fpjendour, attended by three Pukes, all 
|hat Epgland could bpaft, for Dykes werp 
not then plentiful; nine Earls^ twenty* 
two Vifcounts and Barons^^ eighty KnightSj^ 
with an innumerable comp?iny of 'Squires, 
^nd all the officers of the crown, who wer^ 
to ferve at the coronation. This oilentar 
tious parade, was defigned to gratify Rich-r 
9rd» an4 aoiufe the people, for nothing 

was 
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was traofadfted except conferring honours. 
The Duke of Buckingham was called the 
glory of the day, for he out-fhone the whole 
company in the richnefs of his attire. His 
horfe, and himfelf were drefTed in a fuit 
of blue velvet, embroidered with gold, in 
imitation of fire, which feemedcven to kindle, 
and flame in the fun. The rich trappings 
hung to the ground* and, being furniflied 
with gold taflelst were fupporled, like a paul, 
by footmen in the moft coftly dreflcs. His 
borfe, in this gaudy proccflion, was taught 
to b? a$ proud as his rider. 

This grand cavalcade arriving at Weft* 
minfter-hall, Richard created his fon. 
Prince of Wales; inverted John Lord Ho- 
ward with the Garter, and created him Duke 
of Norfolk; this honour was faid to be 
conferred becaufe he was dcfcended from 

e 4 Edward 
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Edward the Firft, but reaily bccaufc he 
ivas a firm friend to Richard. He alfq 
made him Earl Marlhall of England s^n4 
High Admiral y 

Thomas Howard^ his cldcft fon, wa« 
created Earl of Surry, knight of the Gar* 
ter, and, what is very remarkable, high 
conftablc of England, for the day of the 
coronation only, apd at the fame time he 
created jhe Puke of Buckingham, high 
conftablc for life, which he claimed by in* 
heritance^ This trifling defed in etiquette 
feemingly of no mon^ent, was probably 
the caufe of overturning a kingdom, by giv- 
ing Buckingham the firft umbrage, caufing 
his revolt, and raifing that tempeft which 
beat down the white rofe. The proud 
fpirit of Buckingham could not forgive 
being denied figuring away, in that import- 
ant 
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pot oGifx^ upon the moft aufpicious day, 
perhaps in his whole life, and being con^ 
fdemned to be^r the train of a man^ whom 
he ha4 really created a King] Though he 
was m^de high ft^ward for the coronation^ 
fct^ while another was carrying a fceptre^ 
fi fword, or a crown, before Majefty, he 
mufl: be consigned to the hnmble office of 
following and holding the train. The fud- 
den difguft which feizcd him, points to this 
fi$ the firft caufe. 

The ICing created William Lord Barkley, 
Pari of Nottingham; Francis Lovcll, Vif- 
count Lovell, and Lord Chamberlain. 
Lord Stanley was rcftored, and made ftcw- 
ard of the hou(hold, Thomas Rotherham, 
Cardinal, and Archbifliop of York, who 
had been committed for delivering the Great 
Seal to King Edward's widow, was enlarged 

and 
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and received into favour by the politic 
Richard, who was fenfible of his power. 

The King now revived the ancient order 
of the Bath, that he might multiply faiwurs 
to gratify his friends, and dubbed Edward 
de la Pool, fon tp the Puke of Suffolk, hi$ 
own nephew^ 

George Gray fon to the Earl of Kent 

William Zouch, fon to the Lord Zouch 

Henry Neville, fon to Lord Abergavenny 

Chriftopher WiUougbby 

Henry Bainton 

Thomas BuUea 

William Say 

William Enderby 

Thomas de Vernon 

Lord William Barkley 

Thomas Arundel 



Gcrvis de Clifton 
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Edmund Beddingfield 

Thomas Lucknor 

William Barklcy of Weley Caftlc ia 

the vicinity of Birmingham 
John Brown, and 
Another Gentleman of the name of 

Barkley. 
Several of the above knights fought 
afterwards fpr Richard, at Bofworth-field. 

And now arrived the moft happy day 
in Richard's life, July 6, 1483, a day far 
furpaffing even thofe in which he loft his 
brothers, won a bride, or the battles of 
Barnet and Tewkcfbury. The Bifliop of 
Ilochefter led the van of a grand proccA 
fion, from the Tower to Weftminfter, bear-r 
ing the crof§ ; the Cardinal, and the Earl 
pf Huntington followed with the gilt fpurs^ 
then the Earl of Bedford, with St. Ed- 

ward'g 
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ward's ftaff; after them the Earl of North* 
umberland^ with a naked fword without 
a pointy the embUm of mercy j Lord 
Stanley, with a mace, fignifying govern* 
ment; the Earl of Kent on the right, and 
Lord Lovell on the left, each bearing 4 
fword with 9 point, emblems of Juftice; 
oext, the Duke pf Suffolki who bad mar-> 
ried Richard's fifter, with the fceptrct 
the Earl of Lincoln, fpn to Suffolk* with 
the ball and crofs 5 the Earl of Surry as 
high conflablc of England, with the fword 
of ftate, in a rich fc^bbard j the Duke of 
Norfolk, his father, on his right, with th^ 
imperial crown 5 then followed the King 
in a fur-coat and robe of purple, under a 
canopy borne by the barons of the Cinque 
Ports, the Bifhop of Durham on his 
right, and the Biihop of Bath on his left; 
his train, as above, fupported by Bucking* 

ham, 
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iiaai, holding a tvhite ftaff a$ High Stew<« 
ird of Engtand> but no mention iamader 
thh day of his drcfsj which is a farther 
evidence that rancour, from dirappointaaent,' 
entered his heart the preceding day* 

Then the Queen and her attendentsji 
flfft an Earl, with the principle fceptre^ 
Vifcount Leflic bearing another, with tho 
dove J the Earl of Wiltfhifc, with the 
Cfowh; then the Queen, in robes like 
fhofe of the King, between two Bidiops, 
under & canopy like his, and borne by 
the DiiroMt on her head was a corO'< 
liet, ftt ti^ith diatnonds ; tier tram was 
fapported by the countefs of Richmond, 
toother to Henry the Seventh, fol- 
lowed by the King's fifter, the Duchefs of 
Suffolk, attended by the Baroneffcs, and 
other ladies* 

5 The 
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The whole proceflion entered the well 
ddor of the Abbey* The King and Queert 
only were feated, and the choir fung: then 
they afcended to the altar^ changed their 
robes^ and put on others that were open or 
flit in various places, to facilitate the idltf 
vt^Gticc of anointing, which was per-* 
Cormed : after this they retreated, and 
put on cloth of gold, and returned to their 
(eats. The Cardinal Archbtfhop, afliAed 
by other Bifhops, proceeded to the remain-^ 
der.of the ceremony, by putting the {ceptrot 
into the King's left hand, the globe into his 
right, and the imperial crown upon his head^ 
The Queen's fceptre was put into her righc 
band, that with the dove; into her left< 
On each fide the King ilood a Du^e, before 
him, die Earl of Surry, with his fword of 
ilate. On each fide the Qgeen, a Bifliop^ 
and in front, a lady kneeling. , The Car-- 

dinal 
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dinal then fatd mafs^ and'g^ve the blefling# 
The King and Queen jointly -.received the 
Sacrament, at the high altar. Approach- 
ed St. Edward's (hrine, the King oflfered 
up his crown, originally belonging to 
the Saint, and putting on another, re*» 
turned in the fame ftate into Weftmin* 
fVer-hall, and afterwards retired for a fiiudl 
fjpacc. 

In the intrim came in the Duke of Nor* 
folk, as Earl Marfhall, fuperbly mounted^ 
and covered with cloth of gold: to the 
grouikl, to difperfe the croud in the halK * 

r 
J 

The coronation being ended, the King 
and Queen, about four, fet down to dinner 
in the middle of the hall. The Queen on 
his left, attended by two Countefies. On 
his right fat the Cardinal Archbiihop. The 

ladies 
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kdies were placed at a long table in ihi 
middle of the hally ncttr the King's. Th« 
Lord Chancellor and the nobles at anothei'. 
The Lord Mayor and Aldermen, with 
Knights^ and gentlemen at others. 

When the compiaAy i¥ere feated, camd 
igain the Duke of Norfolk as Earl Mar(kaHy 
the Earl of Surry High Conftable^ Stanley 
Lord Steward^ Sir Williani Ilopfon Lord 
Trcafuref of the Houfcold, and Sir Tho- 
)has Percy, Comptroller, all ott foot, and 
ierved the King's tabic with one difh ol" 
gold, and another of filver* The Qgceit 
was ferved in gilt ve0els, and the Cardinal 
tn iilver diiibes^ 

. iDurifig the iecond codrfe. Sir Rotyer'C 
l>ymock,i the King's champion entered^ 
mounted and caparifon^d with all the oma-' 

ments 
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tntnts of his office, and proclaimed, *' Who* 

^ " ever (hall fay King Richard the Third 
*• was not lawfully King, he would fight 
^^ him at all hazards j'' and, to ratify the 
engagement, threw down his gauntlet, 
then the hall refounded King Richard, God 

fave King Richard. He repeated his chal- 
lenge thrice, when an officer of the cellar 
brought a gilded cup filled with wine, 
which he drank and carried away the vef- 
fcl, as his ancient fee. This cuftom claims 
its origin from the conqueft. Marmion 
was a powerful Baron, and came over with 
William, from whont he received many 
grants, among others, the manor of Scrivel- 
by, in Lincolnfhire, to be held by grand 

^fcrjcantry; that at every coronation, he or 
his fuccefTors, fhould, as champions, give 
a challenge at the King's table, and fight 
any man who (hould deny bis title. The 

f lord(hip 
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lord/hip and the office, continued in the 
Marmions about 300 years, till the extinc- 
tion of the male line. Coheirs were left; 
one of them marrying a Dymock, carried 
both the manor and the office into his fami- 
ly, where they yet remain. Whatever may 
be the champion's, feelings, in this magna- 
nimous challange, he is ^s fafe on a coro- 
nation day, as on any other. If he was 
ever in danger, it muft have been in chal- 
langing Richard's title, for no King pro* 
ducedaworfe. But if fear feizes him in this 
tremendous undertaking, he has this com- 
fort, that he hides it under a cumberous 
helmet. 

The Heralds then approached, and after 
pronouncing the word Largejfe three times, 
departed. When the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don entered, as Lord chief Butler of Eng-r 

land 
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land for that day, by ancient prefcription, 
attend by the Sheriffs, and fervcd the royal 
pair with fwcet wines; each receiving a 
gold cup with a cover as a perquifite. By 
this time, night being far advanced, the 
company departed, and Richard bid adieu 
to the happieft day he muft ever behold. 

If we examine Richard's charadler, as it 
then flood with the world, now in his 
thirtieth year, we fhall find in many in* 
fiances, it appeared in an amiable light. 
Wherever he refided, he won the inhabitants. 
His munificence was great; Lord Bacon 
fays '^ beyond his power/' His matrimo-. 
nial difpute with Clarence, terminated to 
his honour. As a fubjeft, and a brother, 
he behaved to his fovereign without re«r 
proach. Viewed in a martial light, he 
ftood one of the firfl of the age. An heroic 

ehara^cr 
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charafter is peculiarly pleafiog to the Eng-* 
lidi. A name thus eflablifhed^ is not in^ 
ftantly dcftroyed. 

But as a counter-balance, there were 
three matters againft him« His private 
machinations, dcftrudtive to Clarence 3 al- 
though thefe were fo artfully condu£led, as 
perhaps not then to afFedl his charadlcr* 
The death of Haflings in London^ and the 
noblemen at Pontefr:a(^, was another, this 
however, was too recent to be decided upon 
with precifion. But the moft material was; 
his feizing the crown to the prejudice of 
the legal heirs; for though this unjuft pro* 
ceeding was buried in (ilence, by the hand 
of power, it rankled in the breafts of the 
thoughtful. Thus, upon balancing .his 
excellencies and defeds, he could not ftand 
ill with the people at his (ham eledion. 

' 3 THE 
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BATTLE, Sec. 

MAN, as an, intelligent animal, is con- 
tinually in queft of events, and 
toarks them with value according to their 
magnitude* Some of the moft interefting 
we know are military contefts. Very few 
pieces of hiftory demand mor^ attention 
than the defcription of a battle. When 
the lives ofthoufands, the change of pro- 
perty, and the fate of empires are at Hake, 
no wonder our thoughts are captivated. 
It follows, the more material the adion, 
the more faithful ought to be the ddfcrip- 

tion. 

B Battle5 
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Battles are lingular periods ; produdtlve^ 
©f ftrange events. Much may depend upon 
a trifle, the effcfts of a trifle may be vi£lory^ 
and the eflfeiSs of victory,, evcrlafting^ 

The battle of Bbfworth was the laA of 
thirteen between the houfes of York and 
Lancafter; and though it was one of the 
kaft, it was of more confequence than the 
©thcr twelve; nay, the revolutions it caofed^ 
were of greater moment than tbofc of any 
other, fince theconqueftj for it produced a 
change in the conftitutioh. Villanage wat 
abolifhed, the feudal fyftem overturned, 
commercial treaties were ratified, a fpirit of 
induftry encouraged, a flow of wealth- was 
the refult, and a kind of equality was eila^ 
blifhed among nien» 

I mufl[ however^ intrcat the rcader^s par- 
• 5 do» 
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don for troubling him with a^ battle after 
a lapfe of three hundred years^ and which 
has been defcribed by a multitude of hif- 
torians. He may reafonably fuppofe^ all 
that can be faid upon this fubjefV^ has beea 
faid ages paft.— But if he per ufcs with at- 
tention, the various authors upon this im- 
portant point of Englifll hiftoryi the fol- 
lowing jobfervations will naturally occur- 
That this battle was never defcribed by an 
eye witnefs ; nor is it at all furprifing, for 
the private men were as illiterate as the 
Wednefbury colliers, and perhaps but few 
of the officers were able to write their 
names, ignorance, and its companion preju- 
dice, were the charadleriftics of the day — 
That^ as it originally was fabricated upon 
hearlky, every fubfequent writer, without 
much enquiry, followed his leader— That 
it never was defcribed in any age, by one 
B % whQ 
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v/hd had fcen the field, becaufe the geogilr- 
phy is omitted, — That every defcriber ap- 
pears fond of the wonderful. They tell U3 
among other rcmarkables, of broken ar- 
mour being found of an enormous fizc^ as 
if the ftrengfh of that age furpafled that of 
the former. I have feen fome, which dif- 
fer very little from the prefcnt, this in- 
clines me to queftion, whether the wonder- 
finders might not miftake the head of a 
fpear for that of an arrow — The hiftorians, 
agreeable to the fafhion of the firit age, 
were all favourers of the houfeof Lancafter. 
Rapin feems the firft who made the remark; 
hence the houfe of Tudor is placed in a 
more amiable light than it deferves, and 
black as Richard*s chara£ker was, he i$ 
placed in a more deteftablc ; thus we arc 
deceived with a fuperficial and randonJ 
hiftory — They alfo abound with doubtful 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOSWORTH FIELD. 5 

and contradidlory aflertions, fome alleging, 
that Henry was not fccure of the Stanleys; 
that he was obliged to pafs a morafs; that 
both armies entered eagerly upon the adion; 
that Richard pcrfonally knew Henry; that 
Henry bravely attempted to qlofe with 
Richard and kept him at Sword's point; 
that Sir William Stanley brought into the 
field 5000 men ; that Lord Oxford, who 
commanded Richmond's main body, con- 
fined the whole front line within the com-^ 
pafs of twenty feet; that 4000 men fell in 
the aftion, but only ten of thefc were Rich- 
mond's; that Richard was a little, ugly, 
feeble, crooked fellow ; and that finding all 
was loft, he ruflicd into the heat of the bat- 
tie, that he might not furvive the defeat; 
that his wretched body contained the foul 
of a devil, and his followers were fcoun- 
drcls; all which are miftakes. 

B 3 ' Nor 
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Nor have I ever met with a writer who 
entered into the fubjeft, or had ever giveft 
it bis thoughts. The kaft part of nay in* 
formation was derived from thpfc^ who^ 
having profefledly treated of the batt^ 
ought to have furnifhed the moft. Que 
fxpedtations are heightened when we pe^ 
rufe Burton's hiftory of Lcicefterfliire, and 
find he had every advantage for informa* 
tion ; hay, perhaps was the only author that 
had. He owned, and refided upon the very 
lordihip adjoining the famous field j might 
have Icifurely furveyed the fcene, and con- 
templated theadtions performed upon it; ha4 
beheld many of the curiofities fo^nd on the 
fpot; lived near that period, s^nd perfonally 
knew many vyrho aftually fa w. the battle. He 
0ight have been mafler of all the traditions 
of the country ; and able to form a com* 
olete fyftem of that Angular eYent;^ and con- 
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*vcy it to pofterity. But bow is the expec- 
tation difappointed, whea his defcription of 
that memorabk conteft which changed the 
face of things, amounts to Clothing ! It is 
.owing to thk I write. If he ever furveyed 
the field it was with inattention. If he ac« 
quired hiftorical anecdotes, he loft them as 
he foand them ; that which is ever in view^ 
is feen without regard-*— This laborious^ 
and intelligent author, who was able to give 
us the beft relation^ has given u^ one of ithe 
laoft defedlive:. 

Interefted, even from childhood, in this 
important event, I enjo3^d a plcafure in en* 
quiry. By carefully examining evefy au- 
thor I could meet with, I learnt all they 
knew.**'-! have m»de feveralviiits, in thj? 
fpace of eighteen years, to the field itfelf, 
mere!/ for information, and infpedion; I 
B 4 h^^e 
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have alfo made many enquiries into the tra-« 
ditions in the vicinity of Bofworth Field, 
and found this the moft copious fource. of 
intelligence. Though much vsras loft, much 
vvas preferved* If fome of the remarks I 
met with, were crude and contradictory, 
yet fometimes one, little hint ignorantly 
dropt, fet many uncertainties to rights. If 
new difficulties arofe, I read, thought, and 
travelled for a folutioh. By carefully com- 
paring the writers, the field, and the tradi- 
tions, I have attempted to remove fome 
abfurdities and place truth on firmer 
ground. He who has the advantage of 
three lights ought to fee more diftin(3:Iy 
than he who has but one^ 

I do not, however, pretend to enumerate 
Tcvery fa<ft, or warrant the truth of every 
word; for it muft he confidered, the period 
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16 diflant^ and many incidents which are 
material, and would elucidate others, are 
buried in tin\e. In feme parts of the road^ 
1 am obliged to follow the footfteps of my 
predeceffors. Where they treat of the in- 
terefts of Richard or Henry, they muft be 
followed with caution, but where thofe in- 
terefts are out of the queftion, they are much 
fafer guides. When I quit their path, and 
follow my own, I fhall be attentive to punc- 
tuality. In hiftory, as in mathematics, 
from one known polition another may be 
drawn; and from two. that are wrong, may 
fometimes be drawn a rJght. Truth is the 
grand mark of the hiftorian ; he who fays 
the beft things, fays the trueft. 

The prince who pofleflcs a throne by 
unfair means, finds it an uneafy feat. This 
WW the cafe with William the Firft, with 

Stephen, 
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j^tephen, John, zod lUnay the Fourth^ 

That right was wanting which is ever ne« 

fxSkty to fecurc a ^rm pofleiSon. Bi>t of 

all defcftive titles, that of Richard^the 

Third (etms the worft, and his reigo the 

inoft uneafy* We Ipnow of but two lawful 

roads to a crown, the choice of the people,^ 

^nd an hereditary plaim; that of conqiiefi: 

being no other than a robbery; he poiTefFeci 

; neither. It is furprizing that Richard, who 

was a max) of fenfe# and an able reafoner« 

ibould fo far forget hlmfelf, as to cad a9 

eye upon a diadem while there were tern 

perfons before him, exclufive of £dwar4 

the Fourth who held it, all in youth and 

health. But if we examine his unbound^ 

lefs ambition, the furprize ceafes. Though 

his body was fmall, that ambition grew to 

a gigantic height, and attempted to o^rer•« 

look ten heads. He (hrcwdly judged, if ha 

jcould 
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could acquire power^ it would be no diffi-r. 
cult thing to cqt thofe heads shorter. I 
doubt not» but his confcience would have 
fuBFered him to deflroy one half of the king* 
doin, to have fwajrfed the fceptre over tho 
ether. A predominant paffion is a bol4 
trait in ibme charadersj; favourable incU 
dents occur, which draw this leading power 
into adion* The love of likrty was the 
grand feature in the great Hampden^s^ an4 
this was called forth by his elevated ftation, 
|Iad he been placed in an humble fphcrc, 
he would have been no more than the bar- 
ber of the villagi—-- Cr«^//y fhone with 
dreadful luftre in the famous Kouli-Khan'sj 
which, had he held the plough, inftead of 
the fword, would have difplayed itfelf im 
hanging dogs, whipping horfcs, torturing 
Hies, watching for fentence at the Old Bai« 
\ty^ or foilowifn| the ju^geon his circuity 

the 
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the ruling paflion of Henry, after he grafped 
the fceptre was avarice. Had he moved ia 
a fervile ftatc, he would like other mifers, 
the dregs of exiftence, have denied himfelf 
common fupport, dined upon offals, and 
his fmall favings would at his deaths have 
been found in a r?g« And Richard's was 
ambition. This is a laudable paffion when 
guided by reafon, but being pofTeiTed in the 
extreme, and under no controul ; it proved 
deftrudive to many, and in the end to him» 
elf, 

But ambition would have lain dormant 
for ever, even in Richard, and his charac- 
ter been faved, but for the afliftance of 
Henry Stafford duke of Buckingham, a man 
of florid abilities, much power, and more 
pride ; who, like the great Earl of War- 
wick, cxpcded to make and unmake kings 

at 
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at pleafurc, he alone fet the crown on 
Richard's head ; not out of love to the king^ 
but himfelf. Buckingham thought, like 
other men, his wages could not be too 
great, and Richard thought the fame, before 
the work was done i but there is nothing more 
common than to throw by a tool which has 
performed all we wanted. How hr thefe de- 
graded charaders had driven a bargain, never 
fully appeared to the world ; but all agree, 
and with reafon, that Buckingham wiihed 
a moiety of the Hereford eftate, vefted ii^ 
the crown, and Richard cheriihed the wifh. 
Perhaps he folicited for the whole, and was 
difappointed by receiving only a part— — 
Humphry Bohun Earl of Hereford was im- 
menfcly rich, poffeffing more than forty 
lordfhips, about 2300/. per annum. He had 
^wo daughters; Ann married to Thomas 
Duke of Glouccftcr, fon of Edward the 

Third, 
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/Third, and Mary, to Henry the Fottrtb^' 
grandfon to Ed^vards the uncle ^nd thfe 
nephew married two fibers. Ann was 
great grandmother to the Duke of Buckings 
Jbam. As co-^heirs^ they divided this vail 
fortune. Richard the Second, after the 
piurder of his uncle Glouceflex, took his ef- 
fcds, and the whole became the property 
of the crown, till the death of Henry the 
Sixth, when that line expired ; all the efl^te 
therefore ought to have reverted back to 
the heirs of Ann, confequently Buckingham 
had a right to all. For though Richard the 
Third fucceeded to the throne, he could not 
fucceed to the private property of a former 
l^ing* Buckingham took umbrage. Whea 
one man ferves another in a bafe cauie, the 
reward frequently produces difguft, and dif- 
guft, by artful management, may be blowa. 
fjito wrath, as a ^ark into a JSame« 

During 
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I>uring the protcaoratc of Richard, John 
Morton, Bi{hop of Ely, an able councellor, 
Imt an oiemy to the protecaor, had been 
arrcfted, and committed prifoncr to Brocfc* 
nock caftle, under the care of Backinffham, 
Ferccmng the duke diffatisfied, he by in- 
fenfible degrees, improred that diflike into 
revenge. He reprefcnted the tyranny of 
Richard j the dreadful efleds of ciril wars, 
with which England had long been affliaied, 
and preffcd the duke in his great wifdom 
to find out a cure. Moreton himfelf had 
found the remedy, and darkly pointed it 
out to the duke that he might have the 
credit of the invention, which would th« 
better fecurc his affiftance. 

■ Between the duke and the prelate^ one 
of whom had power, the other a head, it 
was agreed, that the dukc'f intcrtft fhould 

W 
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be thrown into the Lancaftrian fcale; that 
the Earl of Richmond^ heir of that houfe, 
fhould marry Elizabeth^ heirefs of that of 
York, his fourth coufin, which would 
put a period to blood; and that the 
friends of both^ fhould unite in depofing 
Richard. The fcheme was reliflied by all 
parties> and Moreton was fuflfered to fly to 
the continent to promote it. 

Richmond had long been an exile at Van« 
nes, in the Duke of Brittany's dominions, 
to avoid the vengeance of the houfe of York* 
Edward the Fourth wifhed to have him in 
his power, to prevent any future operations 
againft his family, but alas ! how little can 
we forefee events ? he never imagined, 
the greateft enemy to his faqiily was his 

own brother at home! Richard fuf* 

pcCtcd this matrimonial deflgn, and took 

the 
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the meafures of an able ftatefman to prevent 
it. 

The Duke of Brittany furnifhed Henry 
with men, money, and fhips, to make. a 
defcent on the Weft of England, where he 
was to be aided by the Courtneys, and 
their adherents. The Duke of Bucking-* 
ham alfo, was to join them with a body 
of Welch, but events were unfavourable to 
their fcheme, and feemed to unite in fecur- 
injg Richanl on the throne— ^Richmond's 
fleet was difperfed in a ftorm, and himfelf in 
th^ utmoft danger of being taken prifonen 
Buckingham, who meant to pafs the Severn 
at Gloucefter, was prevented by the great*- 
e/l. inundation ever known. It lafted tea 
daysi during which time, the country not 
being able to furnilh his Welch aifmy with 
proviiions, nor he with money, it moul-t 
C dered 
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*ered iway, wiirle the Duke with one fer- 
vant, was obliged to hide himfelf from the 
man he had lately afmed with power and 
tfien offenxiedV Thie tdri'fecfe'racy in'I>"eVon- 
fliire and Cornwall-, 'tferrified at hl/^difafter, 
dilfappeared' wrthbnt a bloW; the J)rivate 
men hid'dow^ AciTarms, f6mc of tReg'fen- 
t&meri fled, bthcrs were taken ii'id t^ecuted j 
among^ Whom, was Sir ThonnaS'' St. 'Le'^'er^ 
Who had iri^Vricd RiBiaf^S fffier, 'the 
Docheft off Ekctier. Afl ' this t'api^fehii^ iti 
0«6ber r;^83, only four" oitHitfe's "afte^ i^t 
Duke had fet the crown o^l feichardVlicad: 
DeftJtute of relief, attd <5f fifeiy;''' iK^ 
6nr6rtunite DukerecoWe8ti5'a(A iild fcfvant; 
Who owed Ti?rti tnany'dbffgatl^iis; ^finthid 
R^pli Bannifter, of LaconiRilll, iieai'^enfi) 
in Shropflih-e,' the anciitft feat df the fiail- 
tiiftersv to this gentleman 'fcfe iied in 6iC- 
gttife for fliifter. Ritharcf offered a tftoui 
' • ■ iand 
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fand pounds for discovering him» and Ban« 
nidtr, cither for fear of Richard's refenN 
ment^ or love of his reward, difcovered him 
to John Mitton {heriffof the county; who, 
with a pofle, furrounded Bannifter'$ pre- 
rat£bs, and feized the Duke, difguifed like 
a.'peafant, in an old piled black cloak, and 
hid in a little orchard, neat the houfe-»— -« 
He Was coo4^*<Scd to Shrcw&ui^y, where 
Richard then kept his court, and fu0er«d to 
live while he confefied all he kne^, bat 
not to ufe any ipeans to fave his life, for 
heearhcfliy entreated to fee the king, that 
he migfet plead hifS pafl: ' iervices, which' 
we«c unpardlekfd, ofolf^ his future, whi<iH 
might f^l\ be gre^t, and ^o his alUaqce'pf- 
blQo4> for they wpre both defcended itora 
adward the Third in the fifth degnte.; b^t 
this was denied. For Richard qo^^ered 
tkojf power was |oo gi^ftt to be truA^d with 
C 2 any 
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any man^ which was able to make a kiog f 
for which reafon he could not be forgiven » 
therefore exprefsly ordered Mitton to be- 
head him, on Sunday Nov« 2d« in Shrewf- 
bury market-place. This was performed 
upon the fpot, now covered by the butter- 
crofs.atthe topof Pride-hill^ where, eighty 
years before, Percy, Earl of *Worcefter, 
Truflell, Lord Kinderton, and Sir Richard 
Vernon, were beheaded by Henry the Fourth 
when Hotfpur fell— Thus, Richard, acquir- 
ed (lability by misfortune, a well laid plan 
was deftroyed by th^ floods, and Bucking- 
ham loft his life by a king of his own creat- 
ing. But Hollingibtad tells us that Ban- 
nifter, who had betrayed his mafter, never 
received a (billing of the thoufand pounds; 
for which, Richard is faid to have given 
this reafon, ^' that he did not deferve it. 
""^ For the man who had betrayed fo good a 

•^ friend. 
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" friend, would betray anyone elfe.** But, per- 
haps, abetter reafon was, that theking had not 
a thoufand to give. He was conftrained 
through mere poverty, to feU the crown 
plate, a few months before, confiiling of 
2y^ pounds, 4 ounces, for y* 4^. an 
ounce, to pay a body of 4000 forry troops, 
hired from the North, to fccure his coro- 
nation. But the truth is, he gave Banuifter 
the manor of Yalding in Kent, late the 
Duke's, to hold by knight's fervice. Ban- 
nifter poflefled this lordihip about eighteen 
months, when Henry the Seventh refcinded 
the grant, feized the manor, and reftored it to 
Buckingham's fon, the legal owner. 

Whether the Duke was privy to the 

murder of Edward the Fifth and his brother, 

will for ever remain a fecret $ but I fuppofe 

he was not, becaufe Richard durft not ven- 

C 3 turf 
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ture to difclofe an affair of fo srile a nature, 
tt) the firft fubjed: in the kiagdom, which 
muft have been opened with caution even 
to a common rafcal; neither was his aflifis 
ance neceflary. Works of darknefs are beft 
performed by a few ; befides, he had already 
done more for Richard than the earldom 
of Hereford was worth, and all that Richard 
could beftow. Nor was private murder 
any part of the Duke's charader, which 
was compofed of choler, ambition, honour^ 
and revenge. 

While Henry remained at Vannes, we 
behold a curious political pidure, of a 
prince and his minifter, or if yQu pleafe, 
a mafter and fervant, in the perfons of the 
Duke of Brittany and Peter Landoife, bolh 
ftriving which fliould make his market «f 
Henry, a young captive ; and wc behold tfto 

able 
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able polittckoSf in ihe.pcd^iia of Richard 
tt4 Heivy, cktf myfinting ea*h t)fhcr for 
« crown« Th^y boib Jcivytf 4« ireW as :Sif 
Ra^?r4 Wfdpole* thai every mao- had his 
pjiititr.wi thtt he. who H ptdSsffedoB the 
lA^s.of <ioinptati«|i»^ may o^ly icRcty his 
ft{}d. Heiu-y fauriog. npthiikl; ;!tfi gire the 
fuvintbxit thfijcmpt^ prtt(Q»f«6 Af a future 
ki0g» of fi<»;wngbt.witJ>i» fqjcsigo iut>jf^» 
was not able to eO^ablKh a conffi^f : gujt 
the cafe was otherwife with the mailer, he 
recetrtd Hedry'ii pfotttifcs as ovcrenj;y» and 
ill t^rn mg^ffidiii a^SHl htm, : 9<i tile 
fiihcrfioaiid*^ IlklMrd n9t ^mt\g ihct oo^f 
6>;iQi}bh4s Henry promiiG^. 5^1$. not .ft^p 
ifirifiifioted } jtlkKPi Jil^. ^. fpi^^.f^ Jftp<)b* 
Jie itttroptod itJiA: ^rvi^> iati4\ n6|} j^||fr 
«irriMl ^SQfe9l8,.i«p4 .m$r¥f9ri>HlJhQ^j(^>s 
mouth, buteven filled the fack, whichin^:^- 
ly won him. Richard was to give I<andoife 
i."i..u.'i.'l C 4 all 
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all the annual profits arifing from the earl- 
dom of Richmond^ and Landoife, on bis 
part wa8 to deliver the Earl a prifooer to 
Richard«-«Thu8 the king of England, and 
themintfter of Britany» famous for cunning, 
outwitted Henry, though a match for both, 
and thus the Duke, like many a fovereign 
prince, was a cypher in his own dominions, 
and Landoife, like many a ferrant, governed 
his maftcr« 

This treaty would have been fatal to 
Henry had not his faithful friend, the 
Biihop of Ely, difcovered it, and apprifed 
him of his danger. He inftantly depart- 
ed privately, but we are told, he had not 
quitted the Duke's dominions one hour, 
before Landoifc's people arrived at tbe 
fpott 

Richard 
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Richard, having penetrated to the bottooi 
of Henry's plan, to marry Elizabeth, 
and unite the two houfes againft him, in^ 
ftantly faw his own ruin. He wifhed to 
fruftrate the fcheme, and as he could not 
break it by getting the Earl into his power, 
he Teemed determined to break it by mar- 
rying Elizabeth himfelf. This would have 
been too difficult for any man to accomplifh, 
except Richard, for he had already a wife. 
Henry, chagrined at the lofs of a future 
foride, or rather, a future crown, attempted 
to marry the fifter of Sir .Walter Her- 
bert, a powerful Welchman; and as the 
Eiurl of Northumberland had married an- 
other fifter, he expeded to unite two potent 
families with his Lancaftrian friends, to 
afiiftbim in mounting the throne. Henry, 
to whom the whole fex was indifferent, 
was fo fond of royalty, he would have far 

crificed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



26 THE BATTLE Of 

crificed doa>€ftic happintfs^ and maciied 
C¥cq a mother Shipton^ or a witch of Endoir^ 
for a crown; and Richard equally fon4> 
would freely have configued his fool t9 
eternal perdition. 

Driven from the court of Brittanyj^ 
Henry applied to that of France, under 
Charles the Eighth, was received with kind- 
nefsi and fpent near two y^ars folici^Qg 
fuccours, for another attack upon the crowA* 
A man of lefs ambition, and lefs penctrnr 
tion than he, wbuld have given up every 
thought of a future attempt, and con£d^»^^ 
from the ill fucxefs of the laft, the ftitCi> 
and the elements were againft him« HQ[Wr 
ever, in July 1485, he accompUfhed fan 
of his wifh, and obtained a faull cnivti 
men. Phillip de Commins, who (ai¥/thif 
crewi declared them liie wiotft ha had ^mr 

beheld^ 
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beheld^ aud undcfcrving ^hc name of fol- 
difers. They were the fcum of the Prencb 
station^ the fweapings of gaols, hpfpitals, 
and the ftreets^ and feot to Englandi af 
W6 fprmcrly fcnt people to A»ncrica, aftor* 
wardis to the hoiks, Qti the Thames, and 
ftoir t^ Botarfy-bay. They are charged 
With brii)gk)g over that dreadful fcourge, 
i^illed the fk^^tating Jicknefs^ which fpfply 
affli<3)e4 this ooiintry like ti^ plague, fmr 

• ••.; ^ 

It is not in the tiitiire 4f iDOfirt policy (m 

faint afiidance, difcord is promoted and arit'^ 
kingdom weakened, fo that all fear of oppo- 
fitton is 4ifpcli4d» Wlijyk we ftsal* i^eh ei^er 
4D. pi4$e«, iii m tlx^ . csyitoft lN»tA9(»f^ Ytirfc^ 
-fKvi lia^esefter, iaad i^tw^ea C,har](9§ ^ 
£irft.aodt>ie fafjbil»naff#iit, ^th^ F#(^ %9^ 
6 filently 
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filently on. If we do the dreadful work 
burfelves, there is no need of their help. 
Interference would only promote a union, 
as in the barons wars, in the beginning of 
Henry the Third. But if a competitor arifes, 
as in the cafe of the Chevalier, in 17 1 5, and 
in that of his fbn» in 1745^ they may amu(e 
with promifes, but it is their interdt to 
throw in no more fuel than will keep up the 
flame. Religion may be the pretended mo- 
tive, but the French will never quarrel with 
the Engliih for being proteftants, but being 
powerful ; they have by filent fteps, for 
many years, been turning proteftants them- 
felves. 

In all difputes determinable by the fword, 
both parties appeal to the people as the \xU 
timate fource of ftrength. Charles the 
Firft on one Me, and the Houfe of Gom- 

mons 
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mens on the other, attempted this great 
acquidtion, by repeated addreiTes. Stephen, 
being able to win the people, won the 
crown ; and James the Second, for want of 
that ability, loft it. That ingenious anti- 
quary Sir John Fenn, who calls back de- 
parted ages, and brings the diftance of 
300 years as perfeftly to view as yefterday, 
gives us a curious letter from Richard to* 
the people of England, dated at Weftmin- 
iter, June 23, 1485, wherein he artfully 
pcrfuades them ** to refift Henry Tudor, 
*• and his attainted traitors; whom he pro-; 
^* nounces murderers, adulterers, extorti« 
•* oners, rebels to God, honour, and nature^ 
** who obey his ancient enemy the French 
'f king; and under Henry their baftard lea* 
** dcr, begotten in double adultery, intend 
** to enter his kingdom, and, by conqueft, 
« difpoil his fubjeds of life, liberty, and 

goodsj 
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** goods ; to dtftroy all the honourable blood 
^^ in the realm, aad feize their poiTei&ons, 
** therefore advifes every man toiift up his 
^* hand againfl them. He^llsthcmtheFrcoch 
^^ kuig lends affiftance^ in confidcration of 
*^ Noraiandy, Anjou, Maync, GafcoigjQ, 
^ Goyfnes, CailelU Hams, CaUis, and, the 
•? tnarchcs being given up^ mdJtiio ^rflns of 
*• France for ever being djflcvcwd from ik^ 
** of England; and that Herify had alc^a^f 
*' betk>WQd upoa the enen^e^ of thekip^- 
*' donij the bitho|^icks» and ^ritual 4igfu- 
/' ties, with the duchies, e$trki<)Eng» bafOQics, 
^*and inheritancqs of kn^gbtSt efq^res^ and 
*' gentlen^en y ik^t ihe ci4 £ogliib laws 4re 
^' tob?abodi(bed» and thpfi: pffi tyrwi^ ^^^ 
*• bKftied among the people. That H^nrf 
*^ Tudor and his wicked foUow^s will com* 
mit the moft horrid murders^ dlaugh^rs> 
snd robberies^ (h^t ever were heafd of itL 
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•* achridian country; every true Englifli- 
^**man therefore, is commanded to furnilh 
•• himfelf with arms, to oppofe the rebels, 
^* in defence of his wife, children, and pof- 
*• feffionsi and the king himfelf will cou* 
^< rageoufly expofe his moft royal perfon, 
^ to every labour and hazard, to fubdue 
^ their enemies, and comfort his faithful 
** fubjeft j and calls forth every man to de- 
** fend his king in battle/* 

' Two powerful weapons may be em^ 
ployed againA kii chfcmy, the pen, and the 
fworoi Hicharid was mafter of the two. 
Tife iword is iupportcd l^ courage, and 
fl^ ;^fic had bo&. The pen conquers by 
triira, and abilily, ^frire he had but one, for 
his t^hole fabric being fduiided in fitlfehood, 
S'cduld not be aid^hy truth.— 4^ichard 
had (evidently three points to carry in^his 

circular 
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circular letter, to depreciate his antagonift, 
to perfuadc his fubjefts that the invaders 
were more their enemies than his^ and, by 
terrifying the people, to crowd his ftandard. 

Schemes of human invention acquire 
credit or difcredit, not according as they are 
well or ill-laid^ but according to their good 
or ill fuccefs. No plan could be better 
formed than that of Henry and the Duke 
of Buckingham to join in the Weft. None 
could fucceed worfe. .Of all the ilMaid 
fchemes we meet with in hiftory, none was 
more abfurd than that of William the Con* 
queror's making a defcent upon this coun- 
try, and yet he is never ccnfured by our 
hiilorians becaufe it proved fuccefsful. I^ord 
Bacon fays '' there is nothing eafier than to 
** dired, blame, or applaud, when a thing 
^' is paft, nothing harder before it is begun." 

Richard 
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Richard was the deepcft poUtician of the 
jige> Henry excepted. His wicked plans 
were well laid, and cautioufly executed. If 
they ever mifcarried, if was pot owing to 
hinafelf, but to thofe he was obliged to 
truft. He is accufed for want of prudence, 
in not oppofing to the two Stanleys ^ 
body of men; as his army was nearly 
equal to Richmond's^ and both theirs; but 
this is a falfe accufation as will afterwards 
appear. The fame objedlion is exhibited 
againft him for laying up his ihips after 
Henry and Buckingham mifcarried, anfl 
with fome reafon ; for had his ilqet coxir 
tinned to trave^fe the feas^ Richmond 
^ould have found a fecond attempt diip-- 
cult. But even this oyerfight afimlts ,a 
powerful excif fe. Richard, knpw hi^ already 
.iftood ill with hi^ people, that ng thing 
(9tured xhcjfi I'^c ta^esj and as a fleet could 
D net 
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Bot be fupportcd without, he was unwilling 
to burden them. Thus neceflity made a 
bad man a good k^ng. , 

Sunday, July 31, 1485, we behold 
Henry at the head of his crew^ confiding 
of 2000, fet (ail from Harfleur, and on 
Saturday the 6th of Auguft, arrive at Mil- 
ford Haven. He marched through Wales, 
by Dell, Haverfordweft, Cardigan, New» 
Town, and Welch Pool, to Shrewlbury. 

As he dcfigned for London, we may be 
furprized at firft view, why he took this 
indiredl road? But Henry's fagacious head 
fiirniflied many weighty reafons. He was 
of Welch name and extraftion, was de-» 
fcended from the ancient Br itifh kings, had 
many relations, and great intereft there; 
and the farther he pafTed through that 
COWntryi the more ftrength he would gain* 

Ho 
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He was more likely to command a paflage 
over the Severn at Shrewfbury, than either 
at BriiloU Chepftow, Gloucefter, Worcef- 
ter, Bewdley, or Bridgnorth. He might 
alfo, from the fate of the unfortunate 
Buckingham^ wi(h to avoid the Severn at a 
broad water; befides, as the Stanleys 
were northern gentlemen, they could the 
eaiier affift him. — The fchemc anfwered, for 
he was joined by many powerful chiefs; 
as Richard Griffith, Arnold Butler, John 
Morgan, Sir Walter Herbert, Rice-ap- 
Thomas, &c« each with a little army. 

He was at firft denied accefs into Shrewf- 
bury, by the bailiff, Thomas Mitton ; of 
the fanne family as he, who two years 
before, had faithfully ferved Richard, as 
iheriff for the county, in feizing, and exe-> 
cuting the. Duke of Buckingham. In this 
D a gentleman 
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gentleman^ we behold the trbe nature, roii« 
fequence, and bounds of an oath. He had 
willingly fworn fealty to Richard; but 
finding it inconvenient to keep his oath, 
<:unningly devifed a wayto favehis credit, 
and cheat the Almighty^ I (hall relate the 
anecdote in the words of an old author^ 
quoted by Phillips. *' When the Earle of 
♦rRychmoond came to the townt of Shro^» 
*:^ bcrie the gatas were ihutt agalnft hyw 
♦^ and ihc pullys let downc; fo ihe Ear l^a 
^* mcfleagers came lo the Welch g^te com* 
<' mandiog them to qprn the gates to theyre 
^* right Kynge* But maifter Myttoon made 
'^ anfwere, being head Baylby, 'tadtir 0ioiite 
*^'ix)yfte genietman^' faying^ that hi knew 
f* «Q ^Kynge but dnly Kyngc Rif^ardt 
/^ whole lyffctamcnta, be and hk fe}|ow4 
^^ we^fi, ^nd befofc |?c flioald 'ent?r thcr^^ 
** 1)^ lihoi^d goe awe' hys belly^ meani«S 

I' thcrcbj 
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** thereby, that he would bo flaync to the 
^* grounde, and fo to run over hym befor* 
•' he entered, ahd that he proteftyd vebe- 
•* mently uppon the oathe he had tackeni 
** and fo the fayd Earle returnyd with hys 
** companye back agalne to a vylledge cal- 
«« 1yd For ton 3 my let and a halfc from 
** Shrosberie, where he lay that night, and 
** in the mornying followyng, there came 
'* Embaflkdores to fpeak wyth the Baylyff, 
^ requefting to paffe quyctlye, and that 
«• the Eric thcyre maifter dyd not meane to 
** hurte the towne, nor none theroyn, but 
*♦ to go to try hys ryght, and that he pro- 
•* myfed further, that he would fave hys 
** othe, and hym, and hys fellows harmlys. 
** Upon thys they entered, and the fayd 
** Myttoon lay alonge thegrounde wyth hys 
*' belly uppwards, and foe the faid Erie 
D 3 ♦^ flepped. 
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*' ftcppcd over hym and faved hys othc.*'— 
The lofer is the rebcL Had Buckingham 
been fortunate, inftead of fufiering by 
the axe, be alfo might have ftepped over 
Mitton*s belly. 

Richard having information that a ftorm 
Was gathering, but not knowing where it 
iqight fall, kept his court at Nottingham caf- 
tie, the centre of the kingdom, that he might 
not be far from the fcene of aftion. But 
his late fuccefs, and his having fecured the 
princefs Elizabeth, made him defpife the 
Earl, and confider his attempts as madnefs. 
And though he fufpeded many of his no- 
bles; yet, iince Buckingham's defeat, he 
could not find one able to give him diflurb- 
ance. Though hated, it was by men of 
little power. 

Lord 
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Lord Stanley feemed to (land firfl: in his 

fufpicions^ but was much inferior to the 

Duke. He had been firm to Edward the 

Fourth^ and afterwards to his children ; had 

gone every length with his friend Haftings, 

in favour of the protestor, even to the 

butchery of the queen's relations, at Port** 

tefradj but he could not confcnt to Rich- 

ards's mounting the throne at the expencc 

of the young princes; therefore Richafd 

ordered him to be difpatched by one of the 

ruffians^ with a battle-ax^ as if without de- 

lign, at the council board, when Haftings 

fell, but he efcaped deftrudtioji by finking 

under the table. — He had alfo married the 

Countefs of Richmond, mother to the Earl, 

and when he defired to quit the court upon 

private affairs, Richard obliged him to leave 

his cidefl fon the Lord Strange, as an hof- 

tage for his future condudt. This import- 

D4 ant 
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ant pledge contloced Richard^ that Stanley 
durft not ad againflhim were he willing.-^ 
There is nothing eafier than for a mah to 
reafon himfelf into fecuritj. 

But ae a cautious man, among enemiefi, 
fhould be ever on hk guard, he fent to Her* 
bert and ap-Thomas, to oppofe the Earl, 
with all their power, if he came that way. 
He alfo ordered his diftant friends to be i& 
readinefs, and Rationed poft horfes at every 
twenty miles, to facilitate intelligence. 

Richard was fond of Nottingham caftlc, 
often refided there, had ercfted a turret on 
the eminence, where the prefent caftlc 
* ftands, and called it t&e cajile of care. While 
he kept his court there, he endeavoured to 
gain the fri^ndfliip of the neighbouring 
gentry, and perfuaded feveral to join him ; 
3 . particularly 
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pardcQkrly Sir Gcrtis Clifton, whom, at 
his coronation, be had created Knight of 
the Bath. 

As the Earl marched with expedition, 
the firft certain news that Richard heard 
was, that the Welchmen had not only 
fufiered him to pafj^ nnmoleiled^ but even 
favoured his pretenfions, and that he wa* 
arrived without moleftation, at Shrewfbury. 
Here Richard's affairs took a ferious turn, 
he perceived his friends were forfaking 
him, that they promifed much, and did 
littiej his prognoftieations were unfavour* 
able, anget and vengeance united in his 
face, his good humour ded and never re^ 
turned. 

The king fent for the Duke of Norfolk, 
%he Ear! of Surry, and the Earl of North- 
umberland 
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umberland, to. join bim^ and ordered Sir 
Robert Brackenbury, lieutenant of the 
Tower, " to bring Sir Thomas Boucher, 
and Sir Walter Hungerford, with all the 
forces they could inftantly muftcr;'* for as 
he thought Richmond would purfue his 
road to London, by the Wattling- Street, he 
refolved to meet him and give him bat^ 
tic. 

The uncertainty of the place where Rich- 
mond would land, and the rapidity of his 
progrcfs, rendered it impoflible for Richard 
to complete his forces. His friends were 
fcattered, becaufe he knew not where to 
aflemble them* None of the above com- 
manders were with him at Nottingham. 
Norfolk, Surry, and Brackenbury, probably 
joined him at the camp, at Stablefon, and 
Northumberland at the field. Fern gives 

us 
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us a fhort^ but curious letter from the Duke 
to Sir John Pafton, fheriff of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, which, though without a date, 
muft have been written, only a few daysv 
before the battle, wherein he tells the 
iheriff, " that the enimy was landed, 
** that the king would march oh Tuefday 
•' Auguft 1 6th, and that he himfclf, the 
** fame night fhould reft at Bury (St. Ed- 
munds) in his way to the army, and de* 
*• fires the (heriff to meet him at Bury with 
^' the men he had promifed the king, and 
*' bring befides, as large a company of tall 
^^ men as he could procure, dreffedin jackets 
♦* of the Duke's livery, and he would rcim^ 
** burfe his expence, when they met/' 

It appears from this letter, which was 
perhaps the laft he wrote, that the uniform 
of the royal army was the jacket, and the 

colour 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 THE BATTLE OF 

colour of each party, was the livery of thek 

chief. 

Whether Pafton joined the Duke at Bury 
is uncertain, but from the fhortnefs of the 
time, I fuppofe he did not; and befides, 
a year after, he was employed by Henry, 
to feize Lovell as a traitor, which fuppofes, 
Henry did not think bim one« 

Henry made no ftay at Shrewflbury; 
he wifely judged that lingering would 
weaken the fpirit of enterprise, and dimi- 
ni(h his army. Though pofTeflcd of no 
perfonal courage, he wifticd to ftrike, and 
not wait to be ftruck. 

Leaving Shrewfbury, he encamped at 
night on a little hill by Newport, when 
Sir Gilbert Talbot, ihcrifF of Sbropfliire, 

uncle. 
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undent and guardian to the Earl of Shrcwf^ 
hntft a mfoor, joined him with 2000 mei^ 
tbeipower f)f t^eir houfe with that of Ma 
office* 

He mvftA tt Sta^^d, where he and Sir 

William Stanley had a priv^tte. intervMW^ 

' iKxt fo oqiuch on his ovm account^ as hid 

brother's^ who .durft not Appear becaufe «f 

his fon« 

At Lichiield he paiTed the night in jbif 
camp, without the walls ; aild jigxJL oaorA- 
ing was Joyfully received into the towo^ 
whichtheliord Stanley, two dsaya b^re, 
had evacuated as if ilying before him« 

Thekijog hearing Henry was encamped 
at Liphiifild, would hare inarched on Mon^ 
^y Au^x^fk <5, hut that day being tb# 

aiTumption 
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aflumption of our lady, perhaps through 
fear of becoming unfortunate, by in-' 
curring her difpleafure, he deferred it 
till the ]6th, when he marfhalled his 
troops in Nottingham market-place, and 
tnarched thent in exa£t order, to Lei- 
cefter, twenty^five miles diftant, where 
he probably arrived the (ame day, chuiing 
rather to reft his men after a fatigu- 
ing march, than fight them after an 
cafy one; bcfidcs, time was neceffary to 
take meafures* They chiefly confifted 
of foot, which he feparated into two 
divifions ; the firfl: marched five in a 
rank, then followed the baggage, then 
himfelf, gorgeoufly drefifed, upon a 
large white courfcr, richly caparifoned, 
attended by his body guards; afterwards, 
the fecond divifion, five a brcaft, as 
before. The horfe alfo being divided, 

formed 
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formed the witigs^ and kept near the 
centre. 

This often tatious parade was to (hew his 
power to the greateft advantage, to deceive 
the eye, and intimidate the enemy. Rich- 
ard's wire-drawn army, would cover the 
road, at leaft three miles; they would be 
more than an hour in marching out of Not« 
tingham, and as long in entering Leicefter, 
fo that to a common obfcrter, his numbers 
would feem prodigious. His countenance 
all the way indicated a troubled mind, and 
his words declared vengeance. He entered 
Leicefter in all the pomp he could aflume, 
» little after fun fet. 

In the north-gate ftreet, yet ftands a 
large handfome half- timber houfe, with one 
ilory projeding over the other, formerly 

an 
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ai) inn, the ^/z/^ J5^^r ; hence, an adjoining 
ftreet derives its name, now corrupted into 
Blubber ^lane. In one of the apartments 
Rich?ir4 rcftcd that njgHt. The room 
jfeecns to have been onqe elegant, though 
npw in difj^ijCe. He brpugb^t his own bed- 
jfte^4, of woofj^ large and in fomc pl^c^ 
gilt^ It ,CQatinued there goo )fe^r8 after 
he left the pUcc, and its remains are pow 
in the poiTeflion of Alderman Drajce, If 
Jwd a wooden bottopi^ ^pd uijder tb^t a 
falfc.pne, of the fame materials, like a floor, 
find it^ under ceiling. B?tweerji th^fe tyio 
bottoms was concealed^ a quantity of gpld 
coin, worth abput 3dqA of our prejfent vOtOr 
ney, but then worth majoy times that fum# 
Thus he perfonally watched his treafure, 
jind flept on his military ohcft. ThorAy 
jtcUs us " this inn was kept in the r^gn of 
^^ (jucen Elizabeth > by one Clarke, wJjofc 

'' wife 
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*f wife haftily making the bed, a piece of 
'* gold drppt out, which led to a difcovery of 
** the reft; fome, the king's own coin. Clerk 
*' fuddenly grew rich with the fpoils of 
*' Richard, became mayor of the town, and,' 
** at his death, left a fat and wealthy widow. 
*' Her fervant maid in 16 1 3, confpiring with 
*^ her fwectheart, robbed and murdered the 
*^ miftrefs, for which they were both 
*^ brought to juftice, and executed." So 
that Richard's property proved as unfortu- 
nate as himfelf. This room feems to have 
been the laft he ever entered, and the bed, 
the laft in which he flept. 

On the 1 7th he marched out of Leicefter, 
with the fame parade he had marched in, 
ejcpfedting to meet his rival at Hinckley., 
He arrived that night at Elmfthorp, eleven 
miles. As accommodations could not! be 
E found 
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^ found in a village^ his officers flept in tbo 
churchy the ufual place for flecping. 

Fioding he was too ^u^ly for Henry, hO' 
f^tered his route; and turning towards the 
right, marched on the 1 8th to Stableton, 
^x miles, pitched his camp on fome grounds^ 
called fi^ Bradjbaws^ and, as a fccurity, 
caft up a breaft-work, 300 yards long, and 
about 50 behind his camp; which with 
other operations of great labour, prove his? 
jftay could not have been lefs than three day$«^ 
The camp confifted of two lines. The fit ua» 
tion is admirable; notoQ a hill, but in^vsku 
pence, fit for obfervation or conteft ; a mile 
^d a half ead: of Bofworth- Field, and two 
from the top of Amyon-hill, the fcenc of 
a^ipn. No enemy could approach unieen* 

Henry having rcfted one day at tich-r 

field, 
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fields departed towards Tamworth^ about 
6x miles. 

Hungerford and Bocichcr^ tw€ knights, 
vrho were ordered to attend Richard, de* 
ierted Brakenbury their leader, a little be«» 
jood Stoney- Stratford; and taking their 
route through Daventry, Coventry, Bir- 
mingham, and Sutton, joined Richmond's 
army, in the midway between Lichfield and 
Tarn worth; a^ did alfo the next day, Aug. 
19, Sir John Savage, Sir Bryan Sandford, 
Sir Simon Digby, &c. 

Savage brought with him a body of 
troops in white c6ats and hoods, which is 
the only uniform mentioned on the fide of 
Richmond. Theie men^ three days after, 
compofed part of Richmond's left, which 
was commanded by Savage. 

E 2 There 
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There are two ways by which an hiftb- 
fian deceives his readers one is by relating^ 
falfe faftss which, if ignor^ntly done, is 
a fault, burif with defign, a greater ^ the 
other is by mifreprefcnting true ones. 
Words are the vehicle by which ideas are 
conveyed. Every thought fliould imprcfs the. 
reader, exadlly in the fan^e manner it did the 
writer, if it does not, it is imperfedly 
conveyed. We are given to underftand 
that ** Henry imiperfed in thought, while 
M marching bietween Lichfield and Tarn- 
*' worth, lingered behind his people, and it 

V became fo dark, he could not difcover their: 
^/ footfteps, nor hear the found of the. multi- 
** tude j but. wandered backwards and for- 
y wards, and durft not enquire his way, for 

V fear qf Richard's fcouting parties ; and 
^ that he afterwards found a little village 

V three miles from Tamworth, where he 

^/ jibode 
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^ abode the whole night without daring to 
•* afk a qucftionk" Here we are taught to 
believe, that Henry accompanied his army> 
which began its march at the verge cJf* 
night; for it is not tiiorc than two houfs 
walk between the two places, even at Henry's 
mufing pace. But the truth is> he did not 
depart from Lichfield with his people^ nof 
till the evening* They were arrived at 
Tamworth long before he fet off* What 
detained him, we are not told, but we may 
eafily believe it was fomething relating to 
his intereft. Nor were there any fcouting 
parties employed by either. This was 
known to both. Each had their fpies^ and 
were well apprized of each other's move- 
ments. Henry knew he was doubly fecUre^ 
for his own army was between Richard and 
himfelf^ and the two Stanleys between 
both ; if there was danger, it muft arife from 
the inhabitants of the village being friends (d 
E 5 Richard 
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Richard J but this idea vaniflies when we OHt- 
fider thathi« body guards, whkh were twenty 
light horfe, could ckfily overpower a village. 
Entering Wittington common, two miles 
from Lichfield, the road branches into two 
parts; here a ftrangcr, better verfed in th© 
country than Henry* and Icfsmufing, might 
eafily be loft. This muft have been the er- 
ring fpot, becavfe there is harcUy another ki 
this little journey that would admit of a mif- 
takc, and the village at which he flept, if he 
did ficep, muft have been Wittington, about 
a mile diftant, and half one to the left of the 
road he ought to have purfued ; becaufe no 
other can come within the de£cription. 

If Henry was deep in thought left Lord 
Stanley, preifed by the intereft of his fiui, 
durft not join him to augment his army„ 
what muft have been his thoughts at Wit' 
tingtoU) when that army itfcif, wa* in dao' 
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gtf b£ a diflblution! Stanley *s jundion, 
which had engrofied his thoughts, was an 
ot^cA of great importance, but this was 
now loft in a greater. That was now 
becpnic afmall ftake, but this was his all* 
Henry was the foul of the army, which, if 
4aken away, the body muft crumble. There 
was a chaocc even without Stanley, but 
none without himfelf. Confternation feie* 
cd the officers for the ahfencc of their lea- 
der; they endeavoured to cqnceal their 
amassement for fear of fatal confequehces, 
but were not able. Henry, fenHble of the 
error committed, and its tendency, did all 
in bis power to repair it, by finding his 
way to Tamworth, as early as twilight 
would allow. 

No man living knew better than he how 

to torn untoward events to his advantage. 

E4 He 
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He told his people, *' he had ftept out ef 
*' the road with ^g/%« to converfe with fome 
** gentlemen in his intcrcft.'V Thus one 
little fal0iood ftrengthened that fyftem 
which was upon the point of diflblving. 

Though \ic followed his. army to Tarn- 
worthy he Uft it before them; for he fet 
out in a few hours to Atherflone, nine miles^ 
attended as before, by his private guards; 
which is a farther proof there was no fear 
of fcouting parties. 

If he arrived at the end of his journey l^ 
day light, which^ from the ihortncfs of the 
way, and from the laft night's difappoint- 
ment, we may cafily conclude, he might 
have a view of the important field of blood, 
and Richard on the right, forming his 
camp; the diflance is eight or nine miles, 

tha 
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the intermediate country is flat, Amyon- 
hill, approached from Atherftone, has the 
appearance of a tnountain, and the firad* 
ihaws were not obftruded from the fight, 
by the growth of timber. 

His early {wrival at Atherftone feems to 
have been a pre-concerted plan between him 
and the Stanleys, who all three met at night, 
Aug. 20, fccretly in a little clofe. Though 
they were firmly united in one caufe, it 
was from different motives. Lord Stan- 
ley hated Richard for the cruel attack he 
had made, two years before, upon his life, 
for the murder of his friend Haflings, and 
the young Princes ; but durft not efpoufe 
Henry's caufe for the danger of his fon* 
The perfuafions of a wife he loved, and his 
own fentiments, combated the tender feel- 
ings of a father. Impelled by love and 

inclination 
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inclination, prevented by parental afFefliOfl^ 
if he did not ^ve Richmond he could not 
I'eft fktisiied, if he did^ he would loTe hit 
ion. The hufband, the friend^ and the 
father, the mod facred tics we know, op«- 
pofcd each othqr even to dcftruftion. Henry, 
dazsled with amlution, viewed matters tn a 
difierent light; he felt for no aiani a 
PfoWa was the prize, and high calliag, for 
which he prefied forward, and if he ccMild 
Attain itt no matter by what means« Neither 
the dlilrefs of the father, nor the danger 
of the fpp, could a0e& him. Sir WiUiaiB^ 
a man of groat honour, defpifed Ricfaard^li 
a£tions^ and had a friendihip for Henrys 
to which we may add, a foMll ihare of ambi« 
tion. What pafTcd at this triumvirate 
council of war, never appeared to the light, 
but it is plain from fuccceding events, it 
was refolvcd, ^^ That the Stanleys ibould 
5 ^' fcem 
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^ feem to avoid hibfi^ as if friends to Rich* 
" ard. That Richmond ihould march di- 
" rcSIy to die field. That Lord Stanley 
'' ihould keep at a diftance on theright, and 
** Sir William on the left. That whea 
^^ the two armies of Richard and Henry 
^* were drawmap face to face ^ Lord Stanley 
'* ihould form^ and cover the opening bci* 
*' tween Richard's left and Richmond's 
^* right, and Sir William do the fame on the 
^' oppofite ^idcp but join neither 1 fo that 
'^ when the four armies were marfhalled 
•* they would form a hollow fqufirc. That 
^ while the king and the earl were engag- 
** ed» the two brothers ihould iUnd oeuter 
** That if the Earl could overcome the 
^^* King/' which was probable, ferthey knew 
Northumbecland^ who commanded a large 
body for Richard, would decline fighting, 
«' they ibould notiotprfcre; but if Richard 

proved 



it 
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*• proved too powerfiil, they (houldxun all 
*^ hazards and aflift Henry.*' This poli- 
tic meafure was to ferve as a future fubtef^ 
fuge ; for though Richard might be van- 
quiflied, he might recover his former powef, 
and they be fubjefted to punifliment. They 
never thought of an event fo unufual as a 
king falling in battle. 

It is fcarcely In the fower of wifdom to 
forfn a more complete fchcme, or in that 
of fortune to make one more profperous. 
They did the king more mifchief^ by fuf- 
pence, and by deftroying his plans, than if 
they had openly joined Henry. 

After thefe refolutiofts, which carried the 
deftrudion of Richard, the two brothers de- 
parted, each t6 his,corp6 5 for Richnwnd's 
forces had already entered Atherftone> and 

were 
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were encamped ia the meadow, north 
of the church, from thence denominated 
t&e Royal Meadow. Henry's head quarters 
was the Three Tuns, which is thefamehoufc 
and the fame Three Tuns at this day. It 
was then undoubtedly the beft Inn in 
Atherftonej this will give the curious ob- 
fcrver an idea of a Royai Inn^ in the time of 
Richard the Third, and the gradual pro- 
grefs of improvement, to the reign of 
Georgci the Third. When he furvcys this 
inn, he will think with me, that Henry 
ilept one night, at lead, in the black hole. 
I have made particular enquiries after the 
little clofc, where the whole fyftem of 
Britifh politics underwent a change, and 
where the fate of nations was deter- 
mined; but although this dark, and de- 
cifive council -room has undergone no 
{lemove, tradition has loft it. By an ac- 
cident 
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cictent, Iiowcver> it iftdrwardi ap|>eared to 
be the Bail-Clops,' ibmething tefs tJian 
two acres, one hondred jards behind tiie 
Three Tuns, joining the ColefliiU resRt 
on the kft, through which the canal now 
paiTes. 

The forces of the two brothers had that 
day marched towards the field. Lord Staiw 
ley feemed to fly to Richard for protedioo, 
and took his march through Lindley, 
Higham^ and Stoke, to an eminence one 
mile beyond, called Gamble s^CIafei upon 
the ridge of which, the veftiges of hk camp 
ore yet vifible. This well chofen fpot is 
about fix furlongs behind Richard*s, and 
rather on his kft. A fmall rivulet digni« 
fied with the name of Tweed, glides through 
the Valley between the two camps, which 
fupplied both with water.' I was furprized 

to 
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to find the breaft-work behind that of the 
king, where there appeared no danger, and 
none in the front, where he might be ex- 
pofed to Henry. This fortification, there- 
fore, muft have been conftrudbcd for a guard 
againft Lord Stanley ; which proves Rich- 
ard's ftrong fufpicions of that nobleman. 

Sir William took his route through Shan- 
too, approached the field on the weft, of 
oppofite fide to the king and Lord Stanley, 
(md pitched his camp at the foot of Amyon-* 
hiil, half a mile from the fummit; the 
traces are yet to be fcen, part in the wood, 
and part in Hewett's ground. The cnnning 
brother*, while ftriftly faithful to Henry, 
feenaed clofcly to attend Richard; and Lord 
Stanley, who had mod to lofe, attended the 
clofeft. Thus were the four connnanders 
ftttttteaottthenightofthe 20th, Richard 

encamped 
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encamped two miles eaft of Amyon-hill, 
li^ord Stanley three quarters of a mile to» 
wards his rear. Sir. William, at the foot of 
the hill, on the oppofitc fide, and H^nry 
ajt Atherilone^ 

The armies were now too near e*cH 
pther to avoid a battle, neither could retrea( 
without the utmpft hazard. Henry had 
Yjfry little doubf qf Richard's fightings, 
becaqfe his courage had been often tried i 
he had much at ftake, and a fqperior force, 
3ut Richard had fonie doubt of Henry i 
bpcaufe he was wholly inexperienced, bore 
T\o cl^aradter as a foldier, and his power wa« 
defedive. If he fhould attempt to conti« 
nue his route for London , Richard could 
ipftantly march his troops towards Hinck-r 
Ipy, and attack him on the road. But 
pjrcumyention h^d no (hare in this fon-: 

tcft. 
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tell:^ each feemed xofeek the other to fight 

Burtoa tells us^ that his great great grand 
fiither^ John Hardvrick, of Lindley, near 
Bofworthy a man of very fhort ftature, but 
adUve, and courageous, tendered his fervicc 
to Henry, with fome troops of horfe, the 
night he lay at Atherftone, became his 
guide to the field, advifed him in the attack, 
and how to profit by the fun and the wind. 
I have converfed with feveral of his de- 
fcendan ts, who feemed to hint, that by John's 
contrivance, Henry won the battle j but as 
Henry conferred honours upon many of'his 
affiftants, why then was John negledted? 

Both armies, the next day, Aug. 21, 
were fully employed. Richard drew up his 
men in battalia, with as much oftentation, 

F arid 
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and as broad a fronts as his numbers Would 
allow; to anfwcr the fame end as their 
pompous approach to Lcicefler, While 
Henry marched from Athcrftone, over 
Wctherly- bridge, almoft to the two mile 
ftone ; then turned to the left, along Fen- 
lane, crofTed the little rivulet of Tweed, 
which divides Bofworth-Field from the 
meadows, and encamped in the firft clofe 
on the left, in the fFhite-moorSf one mile 
from the top of Amyon-hill, and half one 
behind Sir William's camp. 

An army could fcarcely proceed with 
greater fecrecy, or expedition, than Henry's 
had done. From his landing at Milford- 
Haven, he had marched through Wales to 
Shrewfbury, and from thence to Bofworth- 
Field, in fifteen days. Though no warrior,f 
he knew that delays were dangerous, that 

marchioj; 
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marching kept up the Jpirii of a people, 
though it fatigued the body. He remeiil^ 
bered the fate of Buckinghani. 

• Whether the fuperior talents of Henfy^ 
or thofe of John Hard wick, fixed upon this 
Ipot fol- the camp, is uncertain, but nothing 
Could be bettel- chofcn. His left, and 
rear, were fecured by the brook, the right, 
by a fwamp, and Sir William became a 
guard to his front. 

The two armies muft have been tn view 
oi each other all the day. Here they both 
refted for that iiight, a little more than 
two miles afunder. What midnight hor- 
rors rent the foul of Richard, or what an- 
gelic vilions appeared to comfort Henry, 
I leave to the poetic talents of a Lan- 
F 2 caftrian 
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caftrian^ and ihali only obforve, that uei« 
tber of them coul4 court rcpoTe on the 
eve of fo momentous a daj. 

Bofwortb Fieldy everUftingly famous, de- 
rives its hidqrical name from Bofwrortb, a 
ihabby market town on the weftern borders 
of Leiceileribiret one mile diftant. Its 
real name is Rcdmoor Plain, from the co- 
lour of the foil ; as the meadows on the 
weft are called White-moors for the fame 
reafon. It belongs to Sutton-Cheney, an 
adjacent village oa the caft. It \i rather 
of an oval form^ about two miles long, and 
one broad^ and is nearly in a line between 
?ofworth and Atherftone. The fuperficial 
contents may be fifteen hundred acres, in- 
clofed in a ring fence. Part is waftc land, 
part in graft, and part in tillage. The 

whole 
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Vrholt iicld is uneven. The fouth end, 
where Henry approached, is three ' miles 
from Bofworth, now a wood of four or 
fite hundred acres, and is bounded by the 
-abtrre rivulet. About thirty yards above 
the wood is a fpring called at this day King 
lRicharti*s well. * A fmall difcharge of water 
flo\^s from the well, diredtly down the hill, 
through the wood^ into the rivulet, but 
having no channel <:ut for its paffage, i-t pene- 
trates through the foil, and forms that mo- 
rafs, which Henry is faid to have left on 
his' right. Atafyon-hill is nearly in the 
t:errtef of the field, arid is by much the 
higheft ground J th^fumntrit is twoor three 
hundred yards beyond the well. The hill 
has a deep defccrtt on every fide, but is 
fteepeft towards the north, or the Bofworth 
fide, and terminates with a rill, a bog, and 
a fls^t, called Ampnlays. The field extends 
F 3 ji 
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a mile farther towards Bofworth, but that 

part was npt the fcene of adtion. 

Not one human being reiides upon this 
defolate field, or near it; as if that pUct 
was fludioufly avoided which had been the 
fcene of blood. The remains of two 
wretched mud-walled tenements are i?pop 
the very places once covcre4 by the troops, 
Jiewit's and another; but the. families arp 
^ed, ^nd the buildings in ro^n,' 

Tp have a clear view of this battle, it 
will be neceflary to expunge froni our ide^ 
the prefent appearance of the country, 
find view it as in ^^1485, for tl^is purr 
pofe we mull con^der all the adjacent lord* 
^ips uninc}9red; and the ^hole fcene as ai^ 
ppen country. We are told by fome authors 
{l]{it tl^e .tyirp^ aripies approfich94 9^^^ 

worth 
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worth Field with defigriy ** as a place meet 
«* for two to engage/* but they forget that 
moft places were as meet. Thofe where 
Richard and Stanley were encamped, were 
better. Their march to the field was not 
impeded. The ground over which Rich- 
ard's broken forces retreated to Crown-hill, 
now full of fences, was then wholly with- 
out. Richmond's approach to the field 
was through an open country, but is now 
an indofed lane fix miles long. Bofworth 
Field, which was one piece of unculti* 
vated land, without hedge or timber^ it 
now fo altered with both, that nothing re- 
mains of its former appearance but the (hape 
of the ground. Henry's camp runs in a 
flraight line^ about 300 yards from the brook 
he had croffed, towafds Amyon-hill, fome*. 
times within the wood, and fometimes on 
the White- moors, according to the zig zag 
F4 af 
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of the fence ; which proves, that .neither 
the wood nor the hedge were then in being. 
This, hedge now divides the nunors of 
Sutton and Shanton, but'if hedges did not 
then divide^ the mtnprs, it is rcafonable to 
fuppofe they did not divide the interior 
parts. Stoke was the iirfl; lordihip in-pi 
clofed^ in about 1584, 3hanton in 16469 
^nd Sutton is yet open* 

All the authors, tha^ ever wrote on this 
bstttjep thtce excepted, arc partial to Henry 1 
ftn4 . p^rMftlity, at beft, difguiicB truth. 
They give him every advantage of perfon, 
intjeUQ<39a} powers, valour, and tHe aflift-- 
anc* of providence, when iti reality Iw was 
not Qiititied to one half. Some ul\ a« his 
faof £ho)ip like an angel*s^ other^^ that he 
fuicceedfidfrom the pious prayers of his mo-» 
th?r5 pth^rs will not ullow his army to 

confift 
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coofiil of 5000 men» and fome are inclined 
to make him beat Richard almqfl without 
no army. The tide of fentiment ran only 
ODt way, and that in faroar of the houfe of 
Lancafter% Biit were I allowed to treat 
royalty with plainnefs, Richard was an ac- 
compli(hed ralbal, and Henry not one jot 
better. Which had the greateft right to 
the crown, is no part of the argument 5 
neither of them had any. Perhaps their 
chief difference of charaiSter confifted in 
Richard's murdering two men for Henry's 
one; but as a fmall counter-balance^ Rich- 
ard had fome excellencies, to which the 
other was a ftranger. Though we are left 
in thedark with regard to Richmond's army, 
yet, if we confider the numbers that joined 
him in his march through Wales, under 
their powerful leaders, Griffith, Morgan, 
Jicrbert, ap-Thomas, Blount; and in Eng- 
land, 
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land, with Hungcrford, Boucher, Byron^ 
Savage, Sandford, Digby, Hardwick, and 
many others; alfo the 2000 French, and the 
2000 brought by Talbot at Npwport, his 
nunabers could not have been fo few as re- 
prefentcd by the Lancaftrian writers. The 
fame prejudice which diminiflied Henry's 
numbers augmented Richard's. If we 
attentively furvey the camps of the four Ge- 
nerals at Bofwortb Field, the night pre- 
cceding the battle, it may throw fomc light 
on this dark fubje<5t, which has been the 
conteft of ages. Though the camps can- 
not declare the numbers of each, they feem 
to declare what proportion they bore to each 
other. Richard's is by far the mod exten- 
IJve, and with the bread work, covers about 
eighteen acres. Modern cultivation is a 
dreadful enemy to antiquity. The huf- 
bandman has with great labour, deftroyed 

the 
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the jextent and uniformity of thefe camps | 
I could not help fmiling while I converfed 
with the farmer who r?fides upon (he verge 
pf Richard's, wh^n he repeatedly curfcd 
him for fpoiling his land; and I aiked hini 
whether the (hade of Richard might no{ 
with equal propriety ctjrfe him for fpoiling 
his camp ? Richmond's is the moft obli- 
terated; but according to the beft obf^rvatioij 
I could make, it covers fix or feyen acres. 
JLord St^ky's proceeds along, the fummid 
of an -eoainence, iij two lines, is perhaps 
four acres; and Sir William's^, more com- 
pad, and more circular, covers about three, 
hejipe^.we may reafonaWy fuppofe, the 
fCing- .brought . inta the field 1 2*000 men, 
P.iqhmond more than fevep. Lord Stanley 
ftyc,: ^gd Sir WiUiam thrge, 

f » . r ' 

We; are pow ent?jcing ppoji Qi^e. of.thc 
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moft Important (kys In the Britfh kntiils, 
Monday the iad o^Auguft, I485, which 
anfwers to our prefent September 1, a day 
which terminated the cbnteft betweenr the 
i-ofes. A ftream of Ehglifh blood had con- 
tinued t6 flow for thirty years, cccafioned 
hy the fword, and the axe. The i^oyal fa- 
mily, though numerous, wa:s neatly ejt- 
tindl:, the nobility atmoft dcftroyed, and 
the nation itfcif, thinned 6f inhabitants. 
There had already been many battles, and 
fome of them very dcftriidtive, but this was 
the only one decilive'. Though the united 
ftrength of all the parties brought hlfo Bof* 
worth Field, did not exceed 28,1300 men, 
yet there had not^ been a battle fince that of 
HafVihgs, 419 years 'before, of fuch im^ 
portance ; and, as the importance of Haf-* 
tings confided in the fall of Harold, fo 
dici that of Bof worth in tlrc fall of Richard. 

Both 
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Both the fovereigDs were ufurpers^ and both 
were conquered, and fucceedcd by thofe 
who had no nrore right than thenifclves. 
The death of Harold was owing to a ran- 
dom (hot| that of Richard to a daring fpi«. 
fit, but the rcfult of both wa$ the fame, 
the lofs of a kingdom* The crown wa« 
now to be difputed, with the utnwft acri^ 
mony, by two of the ableft politiciana 
that ever wore onej they were both wife, 
and both crafty; equally ambitious, and 
equally jftrangers to probity* Richard wa» 
better vcrfed in arms, Henry was better 
fervcd. Richard was brave,. Henry a 
coward. Richard was about five feet four, 
rather runted, but only made crooked by his 
enemies > and wanted fix weeks of thirty- 
three. Henry was twenty-feven, flender, 
and near five feet nine, with a faturnine 
countenance, yellow hair, and grey eyes. 
3 Richard 
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Richard was a man of the deepeft pene- 
tration! perfeftly adapted to form, and cx-» 
ccute a plan ; for he generally carried what 
another durft not attempt, and yet in him, 
we have a ftriking inftance of the (hortnefs 
of human forefight. He little thought, 
when he was clearing his way to the throne, 
by murder, he was murdering for Henry ! 
that he was clearing the way for a man, 
whom, of all men, he mod detefted; that 
by cutting off one obftacle, he only opened 
a profpedl for another, and by deftroying 
thofe who guarded the crown for the Plan- 
tagenet family, he paved a road for the 
Tudor, 

Sir Simon Digby, having penetrated into 
Richard's camp, in the character of anight 
fpy, at the utmoft hazard of his life, return- 
ed; and informed Henry, at day^break, that 

the 
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the king was preparing for battle, Rich- 
mond's trunapets founded to arms. Prom 
this time till the engagement commenced, 
was about fix hours, from four till ten in 
the morning. 

The firft perfons who attended the king, 
were Lovell, the Lord Chamberlain; Catefby, 
the Attorney-General; and Sir Richard 
RatclifFe, all privy councellors, to whom 
he uttered the ill-bodings of his heart. 
Ifluing from his tent, by twilight, he oh** 
ferved a centinel afleep, and is faid to have 
ftabbed him, with this remark, ** Ifound 
** him afleep^ and have left him as I found 
** him.^' Perhaps this was the only perfon 
Richard ever put to death, who deferved it. 

He left his tents ftanding, and com^ 
manded the troops to rendezvous in Suttoa 

field, 
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field, about the midway to Ainyou-hil)« 
Here he drew up in order of battle; his 
right extended towards the north end of 
the field, where he made his oration » from 
which the place acquired^ and ftill bears 
the name of Dicken^s-nook. 

Though hidory and tradition arc fileht^ 
with regard to Lord Stanley's movements, 
yet there is not a doubt but he marched^ 
aud halted with Richard^ as if folely at« 
tached to his caufe^ flill keeping a little to 
the rear of his left, for it was evidently his 
defign to amufe his mafler till the lad mo- 
ment. 

Richmond ient an exprefs to L^rd Stan« 
ley, requeuing his afliftance in forming his 
men, for he cameftly wiihcd to have Stan- 
ley with him for fear of a diiappointoaent; 

but 
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iMit foe retoroed for anfwcr, ^' that the Earl 
*^ QHift §oim them hixn&lf, he would come 
•• 4Lt a comFeDient feafon/* He afterwards^ 
kowever, left his own corps to the care of 
an officer, and privately affiled for a (hort 
fiHie* 

Henry, thoof^ inferior to Richard in 

flombcrs, had nuwe horfe. Both armies 

were dravm up exadHy alike, each in two 

dines; die bow-4nen in the front, the t)$ll- 

/men in ithe «ear» and the horfe formed the 

wingi. The principal o&oers were in ar- 

jMOmv that is, each mow a coat o£ mail^ 

and a hcShnet. Every man carried a^OTd, 

<o whidh ivere added, i^r t&e cavalry, a 

^prar, and for ^ infantry, fome a how, 

feme a bill, and fome a iba(>lAt-ax. I ana 

inclined to think Richard had artillery, 

thongh 4iak» is not mentioned by any au- 

G . thorj 
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thor ; bccaufe. it was ufed in the royal army 
long before that period; and old Hewif, 
who refided fourfcore years upon the fpot, 
where the battle was fought, aflured me he 
had found three or four cannon balls, of a 
fmallifh fize, in his garden, and pointed to 
the places; I have alfo other authority. 
Richard was dreffed in the fame fuit of 
armour, of polifhed ftecl, in which, four- 
teen years before, he won the battle of 
Tewkclbury. , We are told he had his crown 
upon his head. . He had. But this is an 
unfair reprefentation ; for we fhould fup- 
pofe he wore his crown, as a man wears his 
his hat i whereas, he wore the helmet be- 
longing to the futt, and upon this the 
crown was fixed, by way of creft; the 
practice of knighthood. 

Richard's front line was commanded by 

John 
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John Howard Duke of Norfolk, a faithful 
veteran, aflifted by. his fon Thomas Eafl of 
Surry, the fedond by the King himfelf. 
In the right of this line, Henry Earl of 
Northumberland led a confiderable body. 

• Richmond's front, for want of numbers, 
was fpread very thin, to (licw to the greater 
advantage; arid was commanded by John 
deVerc, Earl of- Oxford, a firm adherent 
to the houfe of Lancafter, whofe father and 
brother, twenty- four years before, died 
upon one fcafFold, for the fame caufc. 
This able commander knew well how to 
marfhall Henry's men, and as well how to 
'fight them. From him are defcendcd the 
hoU'fes of St. Alban's and Towi)fhend. 
Over the right wing was appointed Sir Gil- 
bert Talbot, who joined Henry at New- 
port, with the Shrew{bury intercft ; a man 
G 2 of 
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of expcricace and valotir, tactAm to tlie 
Eaiffe of Shrewfbury and Talbot* Sk J<Am 
Savage commanded the Mt^ and proved 
himfelf worthy of the command. Henry 
dircded the fecond line, or rather his uncle 
the Earl of Pembroke, a perfon of wifdom 
and prudence. An officer of reputation 
of the name of Barnard, faid to have been 
defcended from the royal line of Scotlandt 
coQUianded the French. Henry knew 
toothingt from experience, of the art of war^ 
neither fiad he the leaft relKh for it^ or 
wiih to attain it. 

The two chiefs rode tlirough the rank(, 
and are faid to have addre0ed their followers^ 
in an oratorial harrangue^ wherein ibty 
plentifully -aVufed each other. But ihefe 
ipeeches, like thofe of the Hou^s ofCoo^ 
^ monsi perhaps meet the eye rather mended. 

« We 
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We can hardly fuppofe each could extend his 
. etoquence to a hundred and fifty lines in 
folio. 

^ Richard affored his well beloTed fbl- 
^^ lowerSy that be owed the crown to their 
^* wifdom> that he had heen guided by their 
^ council, and had approved himfelf a juft 
* king. That this day would try their afr 
^* fedionSy that he lu^ed they would keep 
^* by their valour, what they had gained by 
'^ their prudence ; that if they wi/hed to 
*' live together like brethren, they muft 
<« fight like lions. That the devil had en- 
^^ tered into the heart of an unknown 
** Welchman, who, aided by a company 
of beggarly thieves, attempted to rob him 
of his royal dignity J that Richmond was 
a Welch milkfop, without courage, or 
experience in martial dceds^ totally un- 
G 3 '^ fit 
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** fit to command an army;* that they hgd 
*^ nothing to fcjar ffom tratitor^-and ruoa- 
'* gates. That when they (hould fee his 
** banner difplayed, they would dread the 
*f divine vengeance for ading againft their 
" fOvcreign, an^'rfubmit to mercy,. That 
♦* the French were braggers and cowards, 
'* \\ad often been vanqui(lied by his ancef-* 
** tors, the Plantagenets, and were more 
** apt to run than to fight j and that he him* 
*^ felf would that day triumph either in 
*' viftory or death /'■ 

This fpeech, as is often the cafe with 
fpecches, contains fome truths, but more 
falfehoods; it varies much from that deli- 
vered by the Duke of Cumberland, at the 
battle of Culloden, who remarked, '* If 
^* any man*, is unwilling to engage, cither 
'* from fentlment or fear, .he (hall have free 
- •' liberty 
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^Miberty to depart/' But had Richard 
made^this declaration, two thirds of his 
army would have ihftantly vanifhod. 

The oration was followed by a feeble 
huzza, after which, the army marched in 
battalia, to Amyon-hill, where they arrived 
before Henry. Here then muft terminate 
the laft ftage of a (hort and turbulent life. 
Here the exertion of all his powers, in pur- 
fuit of glory, muft end, in ignomini- 
oufly falling in one of the moft dreary fpots 
in his whole dominions. He muft lofe 
that crown for which he had ardently ftrug- 
gled, had bafely obtained, and held dearer 
than himfelf. Difrobed of royal ermine, he 
muft be degraded beneath a man, hacked 
to pieces with the fwords of Plebeans, die 
execrating thofe he was unable to kill; be 
exhibited naked to every eye hut that of a 

G 4 friend. 
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friend, coveted with filth, drenched in the 
blood of tbofe, who had fallen by hU fword, 
lie undiftinguifhed among rabble, and leave 
a charader which no man would envy. 
This deplorable end of greatnefs bat ill 
correfponds with the LarSs anointed. 

The King's right extended to the dedi^^ 
vity of the hill, on the Bofworth fide, 
called Cornhill-fruze, or Amyon-lays, and 
his left towards King Richard's well. 

Henry in armour, with his helmet in 
his hand, rode among the cavalry, and 
afterwards mounted a little hill^ where he 
addrcflcd the infantry. He obfervtd^ ** that 
^' if ever the Almighty afliiled the inoo- 
^^cent, or made virtue triumphant over 
*^ villainy, they were certain of vidory. 
^^ That nothing could be more laodablt 

'« than 
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** than to fight againft a mprderar, a de- 
<* ftf^er of his own blood, an exputiget of 
** nobility, a firebrand which confanied the 
'* country. That Richard and his guilty 
«lbUoWers, had wrongfully diftnherited 
*' him of his lawful right, and uojuftly 
" affumed the title of king. He added, 
" they Occupy your eftatesi eat down your 
** timbtr, and turn out your fitmilies to 
** ftanre. I doubt not but God will deliv«i' 
'* them into oof hands, or prick their con- 
** iciencesi and caufe them to fiy. Many 
follow the tyrant through fear, and only 
** wait an opportunity to join us, and fhew 
** they • are our friends. Should we be" ' 
'* conquered what mercy can we expeA 
** from a man who ifaewed none to his 
" friends, his brother, his nephews, and his' 
" wife? We cannot retreat without deftmc- 
'* tion. What though our numbers be 

"fcwi 



<( 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 THE BATTLE OF 

** few; the greater will be our praifeif we 

'* vanquifli, and if we.fall, the more glorious 

Tourcfcath/' 

Here we behold two Princes, in difputing 
for a. crown defcexid: below the gentleman, 
and vilify each other in the language of 
two Porters difputing for a trufs. . Though 
perhapSi this oration was not much truer 
than the other, y^t Henry, brought up in 
private life, bad n^uch the advantage of 
Richard, for^s he had not formied a charac- 
ter, he could lofe none; but'Richard,long 
upon the ftagc of: adlion, had parted with 
his, iKjver to rcjcover it. 

While Lord Stanley was forming, the King 
fentSir Robert Brakcnbury with this Angu- 
lar, but dreadful mcllage, ^* My Lord, the 
**,King falutes you, and conimand? your 
,4 ** immediate 
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"' immediate attendance, with your bands, 

*^^r by ^ r— your fon fhall inftantly 

'* di?/' About the fame time Sir Reginald 
Bray arrived' from Henry, preffing Lord 
Stanley to join him. He replied to Bra- 
kenbury, ** If the King ftains his honour 
*' with the blood of my fou, I have more; 
*• ktft why fhouldhe fijffer,.! have not lifted 
*'ahand againft him;^ I will come at a 
*' convenient time."-, 

Lord Stanley feems to have given up his 
fork for loft; but willing, in the laft mo- 
ments, to exert every effort in his favour, 
took Bray alide, and ordered him to poft 
back to Richmond, about a mile diftant, 
and prefs^him to advance with all fpeed, 
againft the royal army. This adive mea- 
fuije was intended to employ Richard other- 
wife than in e3?ecut;oAS, 

Brakenbury 
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Brakenbury having delivered Stanley^s 
aniVcr, Richard exclaimed in anger, 
♦♦ This is a falfe pretence* He is a traitor, 
*^ and young Strange (hall die,'- and ordered 
Catelby to fee it inflantly done« 

While the execfutioner was preparing the 
axe, and the block; and the youth, in the 
hear profpcA of his awful fate, was taken 
out of the hands of the tent-keeper, as a 
viftim for execution; Lord Ferrers of 
Chartlcy, a man of great honor, and huma- 
nity, touched with compafSon, ventured to 
remonftrate to the King, ♦^ That whatever 
** were the father's crimes, the fon was in* 
^^ nocent, and it would be cruel to punifh 
<* the innocent for the guilty; that it might 
** bring difgrace upon their arms, if any 
^' blood was ihed that day, except by the 
^< fword; that eavious tongues had already 

^'been 
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<* ^flD too free wkh hi« priacely charafter, 
*^ but this would give tbem greater fcepe^ 
** that there could be no evil in one day's 
*' iieky* aiod then {mnifliDsient mighrt be 
** mitii&eA where ^uni/boient wu due. 
*' Th»t 8l»ley hftd not ycc dcckfedi^aft 
'' them, but ^« fafli execvtion wotUd 
*' oblige him. Thfit Ifoni a faibily ceft* 
<* nexion he might not choofe openly to 
*'«i]»oufe theKi«g'« canfe, but vmt ibme 
<* oritieal HKMiwntk ^ perhaps wait to de-^ 
•' elite for the n&^i that k was better i^ 
** ke%f the matter ^owbtfiil thaA A>rce him 
•' to becoaie ikttk eneaiy$ andi* (htmld the 
** 4!eb«l$ be vidofiou«> 4^ would doubiy 
" retaliate the death of Strange. It cai» 
" do your cauTe -no ^vke, conliaued he» 
*♦ to take 1h6 life, ■but may an iiyary."-^ 
Ktchanl, ooovioced by Fieivers's reafonCf 
«rdttred -the estcBtiflii 40 ^e ^ayo^ «ad 

perhaps 
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perhaps this was the firft order of 'blood 
he ever revoked. 

The King continued in battalia near the 
top of the hill, unwilling to lofc his advan- 
tageous ground, while, Henry unfurled his 
banners, founded the march of death, and 
advanced from the meadows below. 

We are told by our hiftorians, of " a great 
marfli^ that Henry was obliged to pafs, 
though now drained by cultivation/* This 
is another miftake; there - neither is, noi" 
ever was one, or any olyftrudlion, but 
the rivulet mentioned before, which a man 
might eafily jump over; or perhaps when 
Henry paflTed it, he might wllk over dry- 
fhod ; for at that feifoa of the year, the 
land fprings arc low, and we'have reafon to 
conclude from three little incidents, that 

the 
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the weather Was fair, which would keep 
them lower. When Richard entered Lei- 
cefter, five days before, if was after fun-fet, 
which fuppofes that the {\iawz^/een to fet. 
In the morning of the battle, it was faid 
to fliine on Henry's back^ and in the King's 
face; and when Richard's body was after- 
wards found among the flain, it was covered 
with duji. All which indicate a fair feafon : 
hence we may reasfonably conclude, the 
current was fufpended. 

Richard was fo accompliflicd a general, 
that we can hardly fuppofe him guilty of 
an overfight; otherwife he fecms to have 
miffed a fair opportunity in not waiting for 
Henry at Wetherly-bridge, alfo when he 
perceived him approach the, rivulet, the 
evening before, he might have advanced and 
engaged him to great advantage. A good 

general. 
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geoenl, if he can avoid it* will aot be A- 
tacked. Oliver always ftrtick tlie firft 
blow* To wait damps tbe cooivige of tbe 
people. Tbougb the curreiK cetAd to flow, 
yet the water covering the hollows •£ the 
bed; the bi^ks, in fome places b^t^ two 
or three feet bi^h; the chanoel focmiog t 
curve, ^uvdHenry's amy a AraigM Uocl^ur 
ranks for a «aonient w<ouId have ^mmk 
bfokeni when, having aii«nny within bow- 
(hot of their front, no wonder if 4X>Df^oa 
had enfued. Thefe thoughts could not 
eTcape Richard^ but he Jsight ^anfidtf, his 
€tuatton would be exocUnat ; that Honif 
sraft bcgw the attack «t a ^reat 4iAdva»p 
l;^ ier <the Hill was itgaaaft him^ Jfe 
wf (hod Hemy to Sght, mi i£ he obftroM 
hii p90»gi9, be might doolioe the «23i9iu 
•r jnifbt ^dMsopt another fsi&gfi, and ow/if 
ibe^LiDg to4oie l^s ad^ntttagsous gfound. 

Richard's 
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Richard's was too excellent a fitoation 
io be rifked evai for a better; 

Richmond having pafled thefe dIfHcul- 
ties unmoleftcd, flowly marched up the af- 
cent, where the wood now flands^ the mo- 
rafs formed by King Richard's yrcW, being 
on his rights and the fun^ not on his back, 
of his right hand, but between both; the 
King's troops looking on with their bows 
bent* 

As Henry marched forwards he feemcd 
to drive Sir William before him, for in 
half an hour he would pafs Over the camp 
he had quitted. Sir William advanced to 
the north of the hill, and took his ftation 
near Amyon-lays, — Here, I apprehend the 
King's artillery played upon the enemy; 
tiie balk found ia Hewit's garden, cor-. 
H roborates 
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roborates the remark. But I could never 
learn that any execution enfued; perhaps 
this kind of warlike implement, not being 
well underfk)od9 made no great figure in 
military praftice, 

. The two armies drawing near each other, 
Ricbard^s moved a few paces, and both be- 
gan the bloody fcene with a difchargc of 
arrows. The fear of not being foon 
enough is apt to caufe us to be too foon. 
Perhaps from too great a^diftanpc not much * 
execution was done; but both continuing 
to advance, inflantly came to a clofe en- 
gagement, fword in hand, and the bow was 
not jQduch ufed after. Confuiion, tumult, 
and death was the refult. Richmond's 
people fought with fome fpiriti knowing 
they muft conquer or die. Their all was 
at ilakei they expend no quarter^ for in 

all 
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all the battles betwceen^ the two rofcs, the 
axe and the haltar finiflied what, the fword 
began. Richard's people fought like men, 
not hearty in the Caufe. He wa? no fa- 
vourite; they were preffcd into his fervice; 
Henry's were volunteers. If Richard won 
the battle, his men could not be gainers, 
nor much loofers if he loft it; they were 
indifFerent, and indifference is fcldom 
crowned with fuccefsj fome were deter- 
mined hot to fight. 

During the dreadful conflict, the Earl of 
Oxford obferving his line rather fcattercd, 
becaufe fpread for fhcw, ordered that every 
man ihould kedp near the ftandard. This 
caufing his men to unite, aftoniflied the 
King's forces, who defifted from fighting, 
in dread of fome mafter-ftroke of general- 
fliip; but recovering from their fears, they 
H 2 renewed 
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senewed the battle« to which Oxford obHgol 
them by beginning firft. 

Oxford, by clofing bis men^ had Shortened 
his line^ which Norfolk perccivingi ex« 
tended his left with intent to furround him^ 
at that nioment Lord Stanley, from flanking 
both» now joined the right of Richmond^ 
and faced Richard's left^ which prevented 
deftrujftiony and proved a fecond aftoni^ 
ment to the royalifts. If we detach dejgn 
from aSlion^ Oxford feems to have taken an 
imprudent ilep in clofing his ranks» becaofe 
the King would out-flank him.. But he 
was apprized, no doubt^ of the determi- 
nations in the little clofe at Atherftone» and 
narrowed his front with a view to make 
way for Stanley. 

Norfolk and Oxfor^^ fcadtog the vant^ 

naturally 
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taatoralljf approached each other^ and thcmgh 
Aeltcred under their helniets^ Norfolk 
knew Oxford by the device oa his cafign^ 
a ftar \^ith ray^, atid he knew Norfolk by 
his filver Hon, Here we behold the dire 
effcdte of party rage. A man becomes ran- 
corous even againO: his relattontj and fheds 
that blood which is allied to his own, 
Thefe brave commanders had lived in 
fritndfhipt and were of one family, Ox- 
ford's mother being a Howard, and firfl 
coufin to the Duke. They perfonally at- 
tacked each other with their fpears, till 
they were fliivered to pieces, then each drew 
his fword. Norfolk gave the firft blow at 
Oxford's head, which, Aiding dawn his 
helmet, glanced on the (houlder, and 
wounded him in the left arm. Oxford, 
enraged, returned the blow, and hewed the 
beaver from NorfvUc's helmet, leaving the 

H 3 face 
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face bare. . Oxford, difdaining to fight z 
man unguarded, declined the combat^ and 
retreated a f^w paces, when inftanjtiy, an 
arrow from a didant, and unknown hand, 
hit the Puke in the face, and pierced the 
brain-— Thus fell John Howard, Duke 
of Norfqlk, one of the faireft chara6ler8 of 
the age; notwithftanding his adherence to 
Richard* H^ was defceqded from the 
Mowbrays, Dukes of Norfolk, and by a 
daughter of Brotherton, from the Royal 
line. He was early bred to arms, and had, 
while Sir John Howard, faithfully ferved 
Edward the Fourth, in the Lancaftrian 
quarrel, who raifed hirn to peerage by the 
the title of I^orjd Howard; and Richard 
the Third, in the . firft of his reign, 
conferired on him .the Dukedom of Nor- 
folk, and on his fon the Earldom of Surry, 
tPth whigh \\i$ de^c§n(|ant9 enjoy. H^ 
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was warned by a bundle of papers left 
at his gate not to join Richarii^ and again, 
by a courfe rhyme upon his tent door, the 
night preceding the battle 

** Jack of Norfolk be not too bold^ 

*' For Dicken thy matter is bought and fold;" 

but he had taken an oath to Richard, and 
he could not recede. He revered the King^ • 
but lamented the errors of the man.'^^ 
Oxford, though an enemy, felt for his fall, 
and declared, " A better knight could not 
** die, though he might in a better caufe.'* 

Surry had already aded the hero, but his 
father's death infpired him with fuch re- 
venge, that he laid feveral at his feet ; he 
followed his blowas if determined his fingle 
fword fhould win the field; when ap- 
proaching Talbot, they furioufly engaged. 
Talbot was provoked that a veteran, like 
H 4 himfclf 
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hitnfelf, could not overcome a flriptingaU 
moft in b^s 6i^ appearance in ac m$. Some 
of his followers fucrouo()ed young Surry, witfa 
a defign to take him alive, bat be refolved 
not to yield, but die, a$ his father had juft 
done, fvvprd in hand. Here an aiFefting 
fpedacle olFers, two worthy charaders, 
Norfolk and Surry, the firft ftretched a 
viftim at the feet of his fon, and the fon 
opprefled by thofe who had caufed the 
death of his father, without Qiie friead to 
fupport bin?. He fought in the midft of 
numbers till his ftrength was exhaufted, 
whea two of the King's courageous knights, 
Sir Richard Clarendon, and Sir WiRian^ 
Conyers, were refolred to rcfcue hina or 
pcrifli in the attempt. This Savage ol?- 
ferying, who himfelf as well as his fword^j 
was dyed in -blood, furroimdBd them 
i^th fogie pf hiis people, who ci^t them 

19 
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$0 pieces. Savage made mtny attempts to 
fkvc thcoip but could not; and now^ Surry 
was again left alone to cope with a fur^p. 
rouoding multitude^ and his powers gone, 
This being renMirked, a fccond attempt 
was made, by a private foklicr to take him 
prifoner, which Surry difdaining, colle<5ted 
ftrength from anger, and at one defperate 
blow, cut off his arm, which fell to the 
ground. This done, he presented the hilt 
of his fword to Talbot, defiring him to 
put a period to his life^ that it might not 
be taken by an ignoble hand, '' God for- 
^' bid, fays the generous Talbot, that I 
i^ (hould (lain my cbarader with the blood 
•^ of fo brave a youth. You have not erred j 
^' the fault was your father's/* ^* I wonder, 
f * replied Surry, that the noble Talbot ihculd 
V infiilt th(: vanquished, in diftrefs. W^ 
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'* had the right, but the fword is transfer- 
** ring it to you. I {hall never repent the 
"choice I made, neither can my honour 
** fuffcr by that choice. Our maxim is, 
** Tofupport tie Crown of England. Who- 
** ever wears it, I will fight for; nay, were 
** it placed upon a hedge-flaki, I (hould 
*• think it my duty to defend it," This 
cxpreflion was afterwards reported to 
Henry; and though Surry was fent to the 
Tower, it proved a means of reconciliation, 
and he afterwards fulfilled his owil remark, 
by becoming a faithful adherent to Henry. 
This Earl of Surry may be faid to have 
produced a Houfe of Lords, for from him 
defcended eleven (liitin£t families of the 
name of Howard, who rofe into Peerage, 
by the titles of Norfolk, Nottingham, 
Pindoo, Nonhampton, Eikrick, Norwich^ 

Suflfblk, 
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Suffolk, B^rkfhire, Carlifle, Stafford, and 
Effingham; a fipilar cafe of fertile nobi- 
lity IS not upon record. 

It was now paft eleven. The battle had 
continued about one hour, without nwch 
advantage gained by either fide, except, that 
Richard had loft Norfolk and Surry, his 
principal officers. No part of their forces 
had been vanquifhed. Only the front line 
of each army had been engaged, nor had 
they much varied their ground* The two 
phiefs had kept their flation, Richard in 
the center of his rear> and Henry, to-^ 
wards the left of his; when Richard, at- 
tended by his ofiicers, making an effort 
to afiift the van, a fcout came upon the full ' 
run, and informed the King, ** that Rich* 
'* mond was pofted behind the hill, with 
f* a Gander attendance/* Richard, fired at 

the 
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the news, altered his ^efign ot reiaforcyig 
the Tan, and marching up the afeent, the 
perfon of Henry was particttlarljr pointed 
out to him, for he did not know him. He 
grafpcd his fpear, fixed it in the reft, and 
exclaimed, *' Let all true Knights attend 
^'^ me, and I will foon put an end to the 
•' quarrel; but if none will follow, I will 
^ try the caufc alone.'* 

After fuch a declaration, it would have 
been difficult even for a coward to (lay be* 
hind* He inftantly fpurred his borfe into 
a galiop, and rode out of the right flank, 
attended, among others, by Francis Lord 
Vifcount Lovell, Walter Lord Ferrers, 
Sir Richard RadclifFc, Sir. Gervis Clifton, 
Sir Robert Brakcnbury, Sir William 
Catefby, &c. with their followers; none 
pf tbem ihewing figns of fear, except 

Catciby. 
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C^eiby. They rode dircftly towards Hen- 
ly^ with the Kiirg la front, and Sir WiU 
liam Stanley with 3^000 men ftaoding neu« 
ter at his right elbow. It, is a melancholy 
refledipn^ but was happily hid from their 
eyes, that every one of them^ Lovell excepted, 
was following his Sovereign to death f > 

Richard is reprtlented as having lof^ the 
battle, and diidaining to jfurvive the dif- 
grace, rufhed into the heat of the adlou, 
to fell his life at the deareft rate. Here 
iecHis another miilakei for thia defperate 
plan, formed in a moment, was not an iU- 
concerted onei. he was ft ill uncertain 
whether Stanley would declare for Henry,, 
and as Henry was. thinly guarded, he ftood 
a fair chance, by a bold ftroke, of being 
inftantly difpatched, and then the field waa 
won. Befides, Richard's courage was invin- 
S ciblc,. 
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cible^ ten fuch men might have withftood l 
hundred; This was one of ihofe daring en* 
terprizes^ which is condemned or applaud* 
ed^ according to its good or ill fuccefs. /By 
the laft fentence in his oration, he feemed 
refoLved to embrace an opening, ihould one 
offer, however dangerous. 

Though Richard took his fpear, he did 
not ufe it, but trufled to his fword. Sir 
William Brandon, the Earl's ftandard 
bearer, was the iirft perfon he approached, 
who, fafcinated as with a bafilifk, at the 
intrepid boldnefs of the King, could nei- 
ther refift nor depart, but feemed to fall by 
his own aftonidiment. Richard at one 
ftroke, cleft his head, feized the flandard, 
and with a vengeance threw it on theground. 
This was a red dragon, upon a green and 
white filk, the enfign of Cadwallador, the 

' laft 
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laft king of the Britons^ maternal anceftor 
to Henry. 

- He inft^ntly attacked the powerful Sir 
John Cheney, who, after the faint refinance 
of a moment, was unhorfed. Thefc were 
not tlie ads of a little, puny, decrepit fel- 
low, with a withered arm ! He paid no at- 
tention to thofe on the right, or the left, 
except tp kill them, but the fpirit of the 
hero growing into that of the mad- man, he 
thought of nothing but cutting his way to 
Henry. 

If Henry moved at all it was backwards. 
He continually permitted his people to in- 
terfere, fufFered their numbers to thicken, 
and never fhewed the leaft figu of advance- 
ing. The ferocity of Richard would have 
terrified a better man than Henry. 

Hitherto 
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.Hitherto Richard's was a well laid plan/ 
he was winning a battle by confternation on 
one fide^ and valour on the other. All fides 
gave way; Richmond was in the utoiofl 
danger^ and fortune feemed much inclined 
in the King's favour. Sir William Stanley 
ohferving this^ inflantly clofed with his 
3^000 men, nearly furrounded thofe with 
tl^ King, prevented otheris from ad vane- 
ing» who fhewed no great inclination to 
advance, and by dint of numbers, and fur- 
prize^ gave an effedual turn to the fortune 
of the day* This was perhaps the moft cri- 
tical moment . in Richard's life, Vidory 
had fufpended the fcales between the com- 
batants* which were as equally poized as 
with a level guinea. Richard's feemed at 
length to preponderate. She beheld it with 
a fmile; butinftantly turned away, Stanley 
threw hi$ whole we^ht into Henry's fcale,- 

# and 
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acid the King's was found wanting* ^ Had 
Sir William deferred bis afiiftance but one 
jninute, he might lave deferred it for everi 
Heaiy mufl either have £iUea or fled» 

Here we fiand amaised at two fimilar 
iocidents^ which happened nearly together, 
to which hiftory cannot add a third. The 
DukeofBuckingham^ a? mentioned before^ 
was the po'fon who fet the crown upon 
Richard's head^ and Richard, inreturn^ cut 
off Bncklnghaai's. Thus a favour too great 
to be rewarded with benefits, is rewarded 
with death. Sir William, by this timely 
fupport, was the perfon who alone fet the 
crown on Henry's head, nay, perhaps faved 
ids life; and yet Henry, ten years after, 
beh^tded Sir William* One would think, 
if a man confers a remarkable favour, it 
ought to be on him who has no powers of 

I return 
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return^ for fear of incurring the greateil in* 
jury. The only crime openly alledged 
againft this unhappy man was, that while 
Perkin Warbeck obtruded himfelf upon the 
world, for the Duke of York, he (hould fay, 
** If I was fure he was the fon of Edward 
** the Fourth, I would never draw my fword 
*' againft him/* A man may be charged 
with treafon iot fightings but we rarely find 
him fo charged for declaring he will not. 
Henry was fond of feeing the officers of the 
crown grow rich by lucrative places, and as 
fond of quarrelling with them, that he 
might draw thofe riches to himfelf. Thus 
he filled the places, and reaped the profits. 
Stanley loved money, was immenfely rich, 
and his greateft crime was thought to be his 
wealth. Henry muft have been a complete 
maftcr of addrefs, or he durft not have ven- 
tured to pay a friendly vifit to Lord Stanley 
2 immediately 
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imioedtately after he had deflrojed his 
brother. 

The eye of fear is ever watchful. Catcfby 
was the firft who faw the approach of Stan- 
ley, apprized the King of his danger^ and 
aiTured him there was no difgrace, when de- 
Arudion was at hand^ in confuhing his 
fafety by flighty and inftantly retreated* 
Richard, with an angry look^ branded him 
for a coward, and declared that he himfelf 
would never fubmit. 

During this dreadful con Aid it was the 
fortune of Brakcnbury, and Hungerfprd to 
meet. Brakenbury called him traitor, and 
accufed him in the harihefl terms for defert* 
ing his Sovereign, to ferve a rebel, and an 
cut-law. Hungerford replied, " He would 
** return him fomething more folid than 
I 2 *' words. 
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** wbrds," and aimed fo violent a blow at 
his head, filvcred with grey hairs, a^ 
would have pierced his burganet, had not 
Brakenbtfry that thortent raifedhis left arm 
to fuftain it; but the violence of the ftrt>ke 
flit his ftiield, and ftnderc^. it ufelei^ 
Hufigerford delivered his own target to his 
fquire, faying at the feme time to Braken- 
t)ury, " He would take iho advantage o£z 
'* naked antagonift, they fhould now fight 
** on equal terms/' But it may be replied, 
though they were equal in arms, they were 
not equal in years, for it was adive^ life 
againft old age. They renewed the conflid, 
aiming many furious blows at each other's 
head, till Brakenbury's helmet was knocked 
to pieces, and himfelf forely wounded. 
Boucher called out, •* brave Hiingetford, 
*' fpare his life, he has been our friend, 
^*and may be fo again?" but it wxs too 
6 late 
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Utci hh woiia4s were mortal, and hf 
bf«thc4 hU Iftft on the grqund* Hf 
wa» a gentleman of &vi^ honour^ and 
would 3)0t condefcend to Haia his hands 
with the blood of the young Princes, 
though perhaps tempted by his Spve- 
rcigru 

Should i tyrant arife, who invades the 
rights of mankind, it would be prudent for 
every man to rife againft him, becaufe all 
ETC interefted; for the injuilice he offers to 
ope, he would to another. But when two 
worthlefs charaders, like thofe of Richard 
and Henry, contend for that which neither 
bav^ a right to, what pity it is they are not 
left perfonally to decide the difpute, with- 
out drawing in the innocent, nay, even 
fattuS-s, brothers, and friends to deftroy each 
•ther« Sir John !Byron» and Sir Gervig 

1 3 Cliftoni 
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Clifton, wcrp intimate friends, adfd neigh- 
bours, being both* Nottinghamfhire Gen- 
tlemen. And though Byron fought under 
Henry, and Clifton under Richard, it no 
way diminifhed their friendfhip, but proved, 
what rarely happens, that friendfhip genuine. 
They had exchanged a prior oath, '* that if 
** cither of them was vanquifhed, the other 
*' iOiould intercede with the conquorer, that 
** the eftate of the lofcr might not be for- 
** feited, but enjoyed by his family.** 
While Xi;iifton was bravely fighting in th« 
troop, he received a blow which overpow- 
ered him, and he fell. Byron obferving the 
fall, quitted the ranks, and ran to the relief 
of his fuffering friend, fuftained him on the 
ground, guarded him with his (hield, and 
intreated him to furrender. Clifton re- 
plied, ** All is over; I beg my dear friend 
** you will remember the oath between us. 

** Viaory 
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** Vidory is your's. Ufc all your intereft, 
^^ that my lands may not be taken from my 
•* children/' The worthy Byron, upon the 
point of renewing his promife, perceived 
his friend was departing, and exclaimed 
with emotion, *' Stay, my dear Clifton, 
^* ilay !'* bat alas ! the wound was mortal, and 
the; unfortunate Clifton expired in the field. 
Fcrhaps Byron performed the oath he took, 
and the promife he would have renewed ; 
for Sir G^rvi? Clifton, the defcendant of 
him who fell, now enjoys the fame cftate, 
which wa$ pofTefTed by his anceftors many 
centuries prior to the battle of Bofworth. 
The quarrel between the two rofes was 
peculiarly unfortunate to the Clifton family, 
for though this gentleman fell for the houfc 
of York, his father, fourteen years before, 
being vanquiflied at Tewkeftury, in fight- 
ing for that of Lancaftcr, was ope of iixteqfi. 
I ij. officers 
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officers who took fand:uary in the church. 
Edward the Fourth purfued them with 
a drawn fword^ but was met in thtf 
porch^ by the pricft^ who, prefenting the 
iacrament, would not fuffer him to^ defile 
the place with bloody nof eveft enter till h« 
had promifed a pardon. A flriki6g inftance 
of ecclefiaftical power. This was on Satur-^ 
day the fourth of May, but by Monday, 
Edward had forgot his promife, and 
brought every one of them to the block. 

Richard might now be faid to have been 
in the midft of a fire, and that of his owa 
kindling. He continued his ferocity till 
his powers and his friends failing, for every 
one of his followers was either fallen or fled, 
he flood fingle in center of his enemies; 
when, becoming lefs defperate, through 
weaknefsi many durft approach within the 

length 
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length of a fword^ who, ibme minuter 
before^ durfl: not venture within the length 
of a fpear. Richmond's people having fo 
fair 4t mark as a hated King, unguarded^ 
were eager to kill Richard j and Richard^ 
dneadfally circomftanced^ bad no objection to 
be killed. D^fpieable as his body is repre* 
iented^ he foftained a great deal of beatings 
before he was beaten down ; biat as the ilur- 
dieft oak muft give way to a multitude of 
axes, Richard at length fell^ 6ghting an army! 
His body was covered with wounds. His 
hehnet, which, like a cuUendar; was full 
of holes, had loft the crown, and was 
beaten into every form but the right. Had 
a dranger afterwards examined the fields 
the'moft abnfed heldfiet he could find, he 
might £dFely conclude had been RichanT^. 

Thus fdi Ridiaxd the Third> one of tlt^ 

greateft 
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greatefl heroes^ and one of the moft dif* 
honeft men recorded in hiftory. Perhaps 
he was the laft man ilaih in this battle^ 
<;xcept in the purfuit^ and if fo^ the laft in 
the Plantagenet quarreK The conteft had 
continued more than thirty years^ in which 
had bee^ killed 1 00^000 men» but what is 
rather fingular^ the firil mian that fell, ^tnd 
the lafts ftood iat the head of the houfe of 
York^ Richard, Earl of Cambridge, and 
liisgrandfon Richard the Thirds 

While we furvey this awful field, the 
firfl in confequence in the whole ifl^nd, that 
of fiattle in SuiTex excepted, we coniider it 
OS clafiic ground. Here contemplation 
brings in review, important deeds, and their 
more important effefts. To this field, 
Richard brought an aching heart, and a 
faithlefs army, loft both, and was declared a 

traitor, 
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traitor, bccaufe unfortunate. Richmond ap- 
proached it, doubtful whether he ihould 
find a throne, or a block; whether he ihould 
put on the ermine, or the fhrowd« Here 
Norfolk fell, out of gratitude to that prince^ 
who had raifed him to greatnefs; and the 
brave Surry was within a hair's breadth of 
lofing that life, which repleniflied both 
houfes of Parliament. Here Brandon funk 
under Richard's fword, and his own lui^- 
prize; and SirWilliam Stanley fet the crown 
on Henry's head, by which he loft his own* 
Oxford, from a defolate wanderer, recovered 
the ancient patrimony of his^ houfe, and 
Lord Stanley, while betraying his mafter, 
could have nothing in view, but vidory, or 
the axe; nay, deftruSion hung over the 
Stanley family, by a flender thread. On 
this fpot Richard owed his ruin to his va- 
lottr, and that valour prevented the ruin of 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



„4 THE BATTLE OF. 

the Stanleys. ■ Here a friendfhip was diCt 
played between Byron and Glifton, which 
is no where furpafled in hiftory. Hero 
Conyers i^ad Clarendon fuffered for the moft 
^e^eroufi ai€t, and here the fate of a mightjr 
i\tltion was determined. 

' From the time Richard galloped out of 
fbfi right flank, till he fell, could not b» 
more than fifteen minutes, but th^ were 
fixae of the moft remarkable minutes we 
read of. They^ for ever c^oCed the bleeding 
"wounds of the two houiea. They cxw 
tioguiihed the axicient and heroic line of 
Plantageaet. A period was put to the en- 
^mous power of the Barons, which lu4 
btiand the people, and bullied the crown; 
M4 to the ftill more enormous power of the 
{>riefthood, which had bullied both. They 
4ifpeUed the «)<Nid« oi igaoraAce and iu- 

perftitioB, 
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pcrftition, and obliged the witch, the ghoft, 
and the wizard for ever to hide their faces. 
They opened the door for light, knowledge, 
and letters. They were the dawn of tht 
arts. The world was taught to confider 
the lower ranks of men as part of the hamaa 
fpecies, who, before had only been con- 
fidered as flaves and villains ; that every maa 
had a right to his property, and if 1^ 
poflefled no property, he had ftill a right to 
himfelf. They promoted a beneficial unioa 
between England and Scotland; which« 
Ibeing founded on natural principles, became 
permanent, by which harmony is prefervcd^ 
tnd the lives of thoufands faved. The 
united kingdom was taught by thefe fifteen 
minutes, to increafe in commerce, in riches, 
in civilization, in power, and £oon to rife 
the arbitrefs of Europe* 

If 
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' If we confidcr the pah of the field where 
Richmond marched up, with the morafs on 
his right: his own fituation, towards the 
left of the fecond line^ the hill over which 
the King marched^ when he firfl faw him^ 
and the way the royal forces retreated^ they 
will nearly point out the fituation of 
both armies and the fpot where Richard felL 
This fpot mud have been at the foot of the 
hill/ near Amyon-lays; and the united tra- 
ditions of the country ferve to prove it. 
They report^ that Richard was ilain while 
jiis horfe was fet faft in a bog. Sir William's 
people certainly furrounded him; and while 
in that fituation, they muft have fought 
upon firm ground. But when the King 
was left alone, by lofing his friends, he 
was probably driven into the bog, formed 
by the fprings, and the rivulet, where he felL 

The 
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The blood of the flain tinged the Ifttlc 
ftrcam long after the battle^ particuliarly in 
rain. The battle being fought in a dry fca- 
fon^ much of the blood would lodge upon 
the ground, become baked with the fun^ 
and be the longer in wafhing off; which 
infpired a belief in the country people, that 
the rivulet runs bloo^ to this day, and they 
frequently examine it. PoiT^fTed wich this 
opinion^ they refufe to drink it; while King 
Richard's well, on the other fide of the hill, 
has had, by the nymphs and the fwains, 
many an hogfliead of fugar diflblved in its 
water. Thus the honourable blood of 
the Plantagenets, the pride of Engliih hif- 
tory, which had fwayed the Britifh fceptre 
for ages, was mixed with that of the pc;a« 
fant, and both went to fupply 9 gutter. 

At the death of the/King, oppofition 

ceafed. 
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ceafed> part of his troops remained in the 
field, the reft fled different ways, but 
chiefly towards Stoke, leaving Sutton- Che* 
ney, and Dicken's-nook, near a mile on 
the left, and were purfued with ikughter, 
by the vidors. This is corroborated 1^ 
the human bones and wartlike implements 
often found, particularly in about 1585, 
when the lordfliip of Stoke was inclofed; 
and by the pits, or hollows, with wiucb^ 
their route to crown hill is nKirked ^ for 
though tradition can aflign no reafon fgr 
the hollows, I judge they were the graves 
of thofe who fell, and were promifcuoufly 
tumbled in by heaps, which would fink 
into hollows, as the bodies decayed. 

Authors differ exceedingly with regard 
to the flain, and I am not able to fet them 
right. But as only the front lines were 

engaged. 
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engaged, and as neither fide fhifted their 
ground, nor fought with remarkable vigour, 
1 am inclined to. think the numbers which 
fell during the battle, were nearly equal; 
and as Henry is faid to have lofl: about one 
hundred, Richard, perhaps did not lofe 
many more. The greatcft carnage muft 
have been in the purfuit, which continued 
.two miles, and about forty or fifty mi- 
nutes. This would probably increafe the 
number to nine hundred. Henry attended 
his people in this fpecies of deftruiStion; 
Lord Stanley purfued the vanquiflicd troops, 
arid Sir William (laid to pillage the field. 

We are told, the greater part of Richard's 
array never ftrufl: a blow; that is, the two 
wings, and the rear; which proves they were 
not firm to his intercft; hoW then could he 
prepare a fufficicnt force to oppofe the two 

K Stanleys ! 
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Stanleys ! He could not be faid even to 
command bt$ own army! Pai't c£ thefe 
neutral forcest which compofed the rear, 
were under the command of Henry Earl of 
Northumberland, amounting to two or 
three thoufand men, who grounded their 
arms, to (hew Richmond's people, they had 
nothing to fear from tiem. The keen*tye^ 
Richard had before cxpreflcd to Lord Fer- 
rers, his fufpicions of North umber land^ 
and, perhaps for that reafon, placed him in. 
the rear to watch him himfelf; the honeft 
Ferrers, like many a duped perfon after him^ 
•• wondered there could be fuch duplicity 
** in the world,'' forgetting that he who 
talks mod of his probity has none. At the 
iame time Ferrers renewed his promifes of 
fidelity, for which he received his fovereign's 
appUufe and his thanks. Northumberland 
had but little reafon ta be Satisfied with the 

hottfc. 
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houfe 6f York; perhaps he had not forgot 
the death of his father^ in the caufe of 
Lartcafter, at Towton-field, when that 
blood- thirfty butcher, Edward the Fourth, 
ordered his troops to give no quarter. 
There thirty-fix thoufand innocent j>eopl6 
were flaughtered, in difputing which of two 
men ihould wear a crown^ claimed by both, 
but deferved by neither. , Nor was it of the 
lead confequence to the multitude^ which 
wore it. Probably the prior warning given 
to the Duke of Norfolk, by the papers left 
at his gate, and the diftich over his tent 
door, the night preceding the battle, ori- 
ginated from Northumberland. He ex- 
perienced rienry*s fmiles, was inftantly 
>aken into favour, honoured with a feat at 
the council-board, proved faithful to his 
intereft, and four years after loft his life in 
his fervice, 

K 2 Kichard 
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Richard was the only EnglKh monarch 
iince the cooqueft^ who fell in battle^ and 
the fecond who fought in his crown; an 
indication of courage, becaufe from fuch a 
diftinguifhing mark, the perfon of majeily is 
readily fingled out for dcftruftion; Henry the 
Fifth appeared in his at Agincoiirt, which 
,was the means oijavlng his life, by^ fuf- 
taining a ftroke with a battle-axe, which 
cleft it. But Richard's falling off, in his 
la/l fiery ftruggle, was taken up by a private 
foldier, who contrived to fecret it in a bufh 
vci the field, perhaps with a view to fccure it 
for himfelf. But being difcovered, it was de- 
livered to Sir Reginald Bray; hence arifes the 
device of a crown in a hawthorn bufh, at each 
end of Henry's tomb, in Weftminfter Abbey. 

When the purfuit was over, Bray deli- 
vered the battered crown to Lord Stanley, 

who 
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who placed it on Henry's head, hailed him 
King, and, as ufual, fung Te-Deum, and 
taught the foldiers to huzza the rural mo- 
narch with, **LongliveKing Henry/' This 
was performed upon a hill near Stoke, from 
thence called crown-hill, forty-three acres* 
At the inclofure of the manor, this hill was 
divided into four parts, three of which bear 
the names of upper, middle, and lower 
Crown^hill^ and the fourth Hollow-^meadow^ 
fronv* the foldiers hollaing when Henry 
was crowned. Tradition tells us, they 
raifed their voices to the higheft pitch, to 
inform their companions in Bofworth- 
ficld, in full view of each other acrofs the 
valley, that the pufiiit was over, and the 
vidtory compleat. Thus Henry acquired 
with eafe what he valued the moil, and had 
the longelT: wiflied for, a crown. It is cu- 
rious to obferve what prudence and perfe- 

K 3 vcrencfe 
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vcrcncc, he ufed to overthrow the houfe of 
York, and acquire i|;. Our hiftorians erro- 
neoufly fuppofe, the two years betweeo the 
defeat of Buckingham an4 the vidtory of 
Bofworth, were fpent at the court of 
France ; but great part of that timp was 
employed in travelling, fecretly among the 
powerful families in Wales^ tq folicit their 
aid, an4 fome little, in paying his addrefles 
to Mifs Herbert. Pennant in his tour tells 
us that while Henry was at Tremoftyn in 
Flint(hire, about dinner-^ time, a party atr 
tached to Richard, arrived with intent to 
apprehend him* but, with the afliftance of 
the family, he bad juf^ titpc to leap out of 
a back window and efcape; through a hole^ 
which to this day is polled the King's Sole. 
^ichard-ap-Hovvcl, lord of the placc^ pa? 
ternal ^nceflqr to the prefent Sir Rogejr 
J^oftyn, afterwards atfcndfd I^ibv to Bof- 
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worth --fi^ld. When the battle was over, 
fienry invited hiiQ to court, hot the honeft 
W^lchman nobly replied, I will dwell among 
mine own people. Henry then prefente^ 
him with the fword and belt he had worn 
ihat day, with which, attended by his fol* 
lowers, he retreated into Wales, the little 
king of half a county; and thefe relicks of 
vidlory were, till lately, prefervcd in the 
family. There is but one inftance upon re* 
cord, where a crovtrn has been won with 
lefs difficulty, that of the revolution between 
James th^ Second, and William the Third; 
the reafon of both was the fame, a national 
diilike to the rdgning prince; both may be 
£dd to have been reduced by their own forces^ 
Henry was the only fovereign we read of^ 
crowned in ttie open fields and his rnili* 
tary coronation was performed without a 
prayer. 

K 4 The 
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The track . which Richmond marched 
from the camp to the engagement^ and from 
thence to Crown-hill» formed the letter vee 
fevcrfed, j^ he approached by the left litob, 
and retreated by the right. The road 
by which the King's troops advanced, and 
retreated forms the fame^ and as both re-^ 
treated one way, they unitedly form fome* 
thing like a double u, ^. 

This battle, deftrudivc to many, fur- 
niflied the country people with domeAic 
utenfils. A blackfmith aflured me he 
had found a fword blade, which he ufed for 
a drill-bow. Aji old woman converted 
part of another into a hanging fpit, for 
roaft-meat, fp that it continued its ancient 
pradlice of woupding flefh. Between King 
Richard's well, and the fammit of Amyon* 
hilli is a bed of fand, perhaps an acre, the 

onljr 
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only one in the whole neighbourhood; a 
gentleman told me he faw dug out of this ^ 
... bed, a fword and a candlcftick, a yard be- 
neath the furface, both perfedl. The fword 
no doubt was a genuine antique, but the 
candleftick was probably the relic of a thief, 
who had ftolen fa;id in the night. 

An antiquar:y.of my acquaintance, travel- 
ling over thefe folitary regions, bought a 
fword of a peafant, for fix-pence, found in 
opening a gravel pit, near Stoke, in high 
prefervation ; but as it carried no ancient 
marks, its authenticity was doubtful. I 
tiicrefore applied to every fword-maker in 
Birmingham, who all agreed, it was of 
German conftrudion, and by comparing it 
i^ith others of various periods, left no rea- 
fon to doubt its being the fpoils of Bofworth 
Field, and had been drawn by an officer of 

horfe 
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horfe. The ignorance of the feller, and 
the miferable price it fold for, prova there 
was no deceit in the bargain ; they alfo prove 
the great vali}e of money, and the (biall 
value fet by the natives, upon a leading cu- 
riofity, which if made public, would readiljT 
have brought five guineas. 

Henry was not the only perfon who re^ 
ceived honours in the fiejd, for he knighted 
fjstveral gentlemen, as Gilbert Talbot, John 
Mortimer, Richard-ap-Thomas, Robert 
Points, Humphry Stanley, John Turbcr* 
ville, Robert. Willoughby,. Hugh PerfculU 
Bichard Edgcombe, John Bipkeny^ De 
Baron dc Carow, &c, 

Crown-hill, profperous to Henrys and 

hh followers, being upon iale fome years 

back; a gentleman, perhaps from the fingo* 
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larity of the place and the anions upon it^ 
wi(hed to become the purchafen The pricQ 
was eleven hundred pounds. Having no 
money, he hired the whole fum at five per 
cent. Suffering the intereft to run in ar^ 
rearSf the mortgagee obliged him to fell tho 
eftate, to difcharge the debt. This hap* 
pening under Lord North's adminiftratipn, 
when the American conteft l)$d reduced the 
^alueof land» it brought only.nine hundred^ 
lyhich left a large debt uncovered. To fe- 
cure this, he was obliged to mortgage, to 
^he fame perfon, a paternal eflate of about, 
one hundred acres, lituate between Crowii-- 
hill, and Lord Stanley's camp. A fecond 
negle£t of intereft, and a repeated renewal of 
the mortgagee^ foon devoured the paternal 
eftate, which was fold in Nov .-1787, to clear 
the original de|bt of Grown-hilh Thus, upon 
J^ajt fpot w^orp Henry foupd a crown, and 

his 
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his adherents vidory, and honour, another 
found his ruin. 

Sir William Brandon was the only perfon 
of note, who fell on the fide of Hcpry; 
but the officers on that of Richard fufFcred 
greatly, among whom were John Duke of 
Norfolk, Walter Lord Ferrers, Sir Richard 
RadclifFe, Sir William Conycrs, Sir Richard 
Clarendon, Sir Robert Brakcnbury, the 
Lord Zouch, and Sir Jervis Clifton. Lord 
Lovell ran away, and two years after fought 
againft Henry, at Stoke, where he loft his 
life, or at leaft was heard of no more. Hum- 
phry, and Thomas Stafford, took faniftuary 
in St. John's, Gloucefter. The grandmo- 
tBcr of the Lord Ferrers flain here, was 
hcirefs of the houfe of Birmingham. He 
himfelf was anceftor to the prcfent Lord 
Hereford, and by marrying the heircfs of 

Ferrers, 
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Ferrers, was the firft proprietor of Caftle* 
Bromwich of the name of Devereux. His 
great grandfon ereded the pre (en t hall, in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

The body of King Richard being found 
among the flain, covered with wounds, duft, 
and blood, after fufFering many (hameful 
indignities, was hung over a horfe, like ^ a 

.calf, behind a purfuivant at arms, named 
Blanch Sanglier, or White- boar, the name 
of his office, he waring a iilver boar upon 
his coat, the cognizance of Richard, and 
was carried to Leicefler in triumph, that 
afternoon. The corpfe was perfedly naked, 
the feet hung on one fide, the hands on the 
other, and the head lately adorned with a 

^ crown, dangling like a thrum-mop. No 
King ever mad& fo degraded a fpedtacle; 
humanity and decency ought, not to have 

fuffered 
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fuftcrcd it. Carte fays they tied a rope 
about his neck, which is -very probable^ 
and perhaps about his feet, or he could not 
well have been faftened to the horft. This 
was meant as a difgrace to Richard, but it 
reflected more upon Henry, or his followers; 
for to infult weaknefs is highly blameable, 
but more to infult the dead; 

The corpfc was cxpofed vffo days to pub- 
Kc view, in the town hall ; this was Henry's 
policy, to prevent a future impofter, and 
his pride to (hew himfelf a conqueror, and 
then interred without ceremony, in the 
Gray-friers' church. Here Richard refted 
about fifty years, with a fcrubby alabafter 
monument erefted over him by Henry. At 
ihe deftruiftion of religious houfes, his re-' 
mains were turned out of their little tene« 
ment by the town's people, artd loft, and 
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bis coffin of (lone, was converted into a 
ivatering-trough at the W.hitc-Horfe, in 
GalIow*trec-gate. Thus all the grandeur 
for which Richard exerted unconi^mon 
talents, ended in a flile below a beggar. 

I took a journey to Lcicefter, in 1758, 
to fee a^ trough which had been the repofi* 
tory of one of the moft lingular bodies that 
ever exifted, but found it had not withftood 
the ravages of time. The beft intelligence 
I could obtain was, that it was deftroyed 
about the latter end of the reign of George 
the Firfl, and fome of the pieces placed as 
fteps in a cellar, at the fame inn where it 
had ferved as a trough. 

All Richard's credit expired with him^ 
the breath of the Tudors compleatly 

blaftcd 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 THE BATTLE OF 

blafted his charadter ; even the coiiotry peo- 
pie, to this day, feldom honour him with 
his real name, but depricate him with the 
epithet of King Did. 

The fiuduations of the human mind are 
remarkable; the tide of applaufe runs pa- 
rcllel with the tide of profperity; when this 
falls, the voice of popular favour falls with 
it. While the houfc of York fwayed the 
Britifti fceptre, the white rofe was held in 
repute, bloomed on the bofoni of beauty, 
and on the fign-poft of the publican; bat 
, when that houfe fell, it faded with it, and 
from that moment was elevated no more. 
Even now, if ever we fee the fign of the 
rofe, it is always a red; nay, it was but re- 
cently, that this innocent and lovely flower 
recovered its prcftine credit; for in thecon- 
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tefts between the hoofes of Stuart and 
Branfwick, It was fuppofed to be tainted 
with the fmell of treafon. 

Daring the fovereign^ of Richard, the 
White-Boar alfo was a common fign. A 
compliment was paid him without the houfe, 
and his health drank within; but at his 
death, the landlords took down their White- 
BoarSt and where any one omitted it, the 
fickle multitude pulled it down for him; 
and to this day, we often behold the fign of 
the Black Boar, and the Blue^Boar, but 
never the white. Tradition tells us, the 
Inn where Richard flept at Leiceiler, was 
the White-Boar, in honour of the fovcreign, 
but the proprietor, like others, w^s obliged 
to change it for the blue. The King had 
alfo added to the college of Heralds, a pur* 

L fuivant 



Digitized by 



Googk 



A6fi THE BATTLE QP 

fuivant at arjois c^led' BUnch^Saaglier/ or 
'WJ;ate-£i«ar» from his own^^rri):,, mentioned 
above^ as former. pri^?^^ bad cccatcd Bfiv- 
Mantle^ Rouge-^Crofsy &c. but after this 
.officer had been obliged^ in d JqalxdaloitiSitDan* 
ner, to carry his dead fovei:ei*gn^ , Hftnry ianv 
nihiktedtlie office^ an4 fiibftituted that of 
Rouge^Drpgon in honour of himfejfi ' • 

•The fagacious Henry inftantly.difpatchcd 
Sir Robert Willoughby from I^eicefter to 
SheriiF-Hutton, in Yorkfhire, to fcize one 
of the greateft, and mpft unfortunate of the 
humaii race, Ed ward; Earl of, Warwick^ 
only fon of George Duke of , Clarence, .the. 
laft of the Plantagenet race, whofe .mdaa;- 
choly ftory can fcarcely , be read without 
tears. In him we behold the highcft de- 
gree of innocence, and of punifhmeBt^ 

The 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



T^bft blood of thris . inoflfcpfiye princic, hgs 
le^; ^' fbiit upoa Henry's charadcr^ which 
nothing' pan efface. .. ,; .. ^ 

* Althpuglr C»jtjpl]by;i throqgh .w^pfe t^ea- 
^bj^ry.-HaftOigs. loft:, his life, ci^deavoured 
tQ {^VJ^his own by ,49f^(ing Richard ii> his 
laflriiW!meAls,.y^trhe:Wfk8 t^ken j)rifpn?r, car- 
ried,, vfkh olhersr/ IP. tiii:^mp|i./to.L^.?fter, 
and rfoflie fay, ocpcuted thalf jdflf > ifitbjjrs; the 
uext, but ay %f{> ipA^k9nj:i.f9f...Hienry 
ftaiFi:t;wMft)!« aKl^i3;%fter^,a^i^,,^hcn :puf-: 
fycd bjsx;pBi;fe to.l^pind<;w?, wji^p^jififtrfjivrcl 
o^San^y t^c iSdi, cftrryij^g-jjrj frpo^^ich- 
ard's three ilaudards, .the. ,chie£ cf; vrhicJi 
was St. George; thefe he eredted in Paul's 
churc^ ;and left Cate^jrfor Te^^ecution. 
The- lad wi^l pf/this viiftim :tq 'c;9fi|pi^ft, 
whifh is curio«$,.andin(iay%fteiii»,li>^g- 
. -: L 2 dale's 
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dale's Warwickfliire 552^ proves hitn alive 
the 25 th, three days after the battle. It aHb 
proves him^ under his own hand, a di£honeft 
man> in amailing a fortufie by unfidr means. 
He exprefles a friendfhip for Lovell^ and 
ieems angry virith Stanley and Strange. He 
was descended from a very ancient family at 
Lapworth, near Birmingham, was bred to 
the law, in which profeffion he had aded 
for Buckingham, Haftings, and the Stanleys. 
Two gentlemen from the north, of the 
name of Brecher, were beheaded with him. 
Thus the firft regal i€t performed by Henrj, 
was an adt of tyranny, the very fault for 
which his predeceflbr was depofed. 

That Richard was not fo little beloved 
as our hiftorians represent, appears by the 
veneration in which he was held, long after 

Kit 
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« 

bis death, in the Aortheni counties^ where 
he refided in youth; al(b by the following 
gentlemen, who were firm in his intereft, 
and were all at the battle, for which they 
were attainted by Henry when he calkd a 
parliament) 

John Duke of Norfolk 

Thomas Earl of Sorry 

Francis Lord Lovell 

Walter Lord Ferrers 

John Lord Zouch 

Robert Harrington 

Richard Charltoa 

Richard Ratclifib 

William Barkley, of Wel^-caftb^ near 

Birmingham 
Robert Middleton 
James HarriBgtoA 

L 3 Robtfl 
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15© .'XHiE ! BATTLE OF* 
V ..Robert BralwiibuEjr ' . 

Thomaal-Pilkington" ■ , t '• ; j - 
Walter. Hbptoo ■;. (..: . • : •. 
<. WiiUiam .Catefljjp. : ..:; r . . • ;. 

•Roger IWakc ■^■(■/\ . : . 
William Sapcoat, of Huntingdon-r 

ihire 
Humphry Stfcflbcd' : '. >! 
William Clark«» ofWenlock" 
JefFery St. Ga'fmanf I' .^ •• ...i'-* 
Richard WilkinSi'Heriald ttTA«iih6'' 
Richard Revell, rhf-Efijrliyfliire.i f. 
Thomas Poultcc, crfi&eaitZ j... ';.•! 
John Welch, othcrmUei Ha&ings 'I 
John Kendall, Sccfctafy I M ; Iling 
- i /Richavd: ■•: .v -:::/: : '['iV; 
John Buck, brother to the hiftorian 
Andrew Rat and. .. /.'Juu ' . y' 
William BramptQp,; of^prfordt . 
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Sir Gervis Qliffoi^^ not- being. -in thw 

catalogue of imfortunatejiames^ is a farther 

evidence that the faithful Byron fulfilled 

his friendly engagen>ent. 

,3^3-^- the battlq of Bofworth was the.lafl: 
between the rofes, I fhall exhibit a dread- 
ful table of thofe fcencs of butchery, 
which 'Wiginated from ambition, and are 
fi?fif^%SA9 hjinpanity. . ' j : 



L'^; .A ^ i '• . i 



iln'ji "l *.*' * \ r; ;.i r[. 1 'i \ -"-'• '» * 
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ffb. SattUs. Wbenfmgbt. Commanders for Tori. 
sSt.Alban'^ Niay23,i455 Duke of York 

t Blore heath Sep. 23^ 1459 Earl of Salifburf 

3 Northampton July i o, 1460 Earl of Warwick 

4 Wakefield Dec. 3 1> 1460 Duke of Yoik 

5 Mortimer^scrofs Feb.2> 146 1 Earl of March 
6St.Alban's Feb. 17^ 1461 Earl of Warwick 
yTowton-fiddMar. 29^ 1461 Edw. the Fourdi 
8 Hexham June 24^1463 Mar. of Montague 
^Banbury July 269 1469 EarlofPembroke 

so Stamford Aprfl 27^1470 Edw. theFourdi 

1 1 Barnet April 14^ 147 x Edw. the Fourth 

12 Tewkefbury May 4^ 147 1 Edw. the Fourth 
sjBofwortb Aug«ftaai485 Richardthe Third 
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Conmumdersfor Lancafier, 


Who viQorioui. 


Slaitt. 


DukeofSumcrfet 


York 


5,600 


tiOrd Audley 


York 


2,400 


Puke ofSumerfet 


York 


14,000 


Qoccn Margrct 


Lancafter 


2,200 


Earl of Pembroke 


York 


4,800 


Queen Margret 


Lancafter 


2,900 


Duke of Sumerfct 


York 


36,776 


Duke of Sumerfet 


York 


2, too 


Sir John Conyers 


Lancafter 


6,500 


Sir Robert Wells 


York 


13,000 


Earl of Warwick 


York 


10,000 


Duke of Sumerfet 


York 


4,000 


£«rl of Richmond 


Lancafter 


^ 



105,176 
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It muft be obferved, the numbers ipeci- 
fie4 to have been flain in fome of the bat- 
tles, were fuch only who fell on the lofing 
fide; nor were thofe included who fuffercd 
in cold blood, by the axe, and the halter,' 
therefore the numbers deftroyed in thi^ 
civil conteft muft have far exceede^ 
105,000, 

Henry wifhed te fhew to the world '\^^ 
had a better claim to a crown than thofe dcr 
rived from marriage, parliament, or the 
fioufe of Lancafter, by being defcended 
from an illuArious line of kings, tvctt 
from the firft.prjnce that ever fwayed ^ 
Britifh fceptre. PofTcffed of a true Welch 
genealogical fpirit, he inftituted a coqimif- 
£99 of antiquaries, to trate his pedigree. 
Thrcomplaifant commiflioners endeavoured 
to gratify his pride by opening the 

ancient 
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tnci^Qt fluiccscfvUoyal blood, aaiMc^uGngf 
a i copious j^rezffk into his yeaift.. tAftq: 
tiQsxg^ to his grandfether/: Qv?§Il Tu.dor^ 
li/9ho oiafri^d Qge^n Cathc^n^ -Ahey weirf^ 
i:oa» tea te4 with three geneifjk»ions' of gentle* 
ihfin ; when' fuppofirig tUMy had lofl' fight 
ofldeteaioB,. '.they:A'Cirgcd upon nbbility* 
THey^ then .hid Jiold upon one of the fifteen 
tribes of North Wales; and though they 
aftor^tcards: funk his anceAorS; into private 
life^; for .'deven gqnerationfi^ they paffed in 
the/ nreadtlithEou^. ;aQ iEarl of Ddnilable.' 
A* ^fdvf MHiptei. romdves brought them to 
6cmc£^ctkui^^acmijanQthec.ie5y» to a King 
CdtklOad^ae imopnting .to thirty one re^ 
tooyq;? abAvc? HenryJ;3:iaiui .though lagain 
IhicyMct ihds ram:eftor,s .fink into 'fabjc(9ba, 
dufihg 7 fonrteenof^nienations - moife, ithcy 
fpiaed .w^iitilte iforoow^fi^^ who < lived 
feventy years before Chrift, and pronouMed 
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him the -forty-fifth froip Henry. Wc then 
open upon a funiptuous race of Kings, in 
regular afccnt for forty-one generations I 
So numerous a progeny of royal ap's is 
wholly unknown in the hiftory of man, aQ4 
would dagger t9txts$^c hith of a Chii»& 
chronologer. This brings us to the cele« 
brated King Lear. And now we have but 
nine fteps to mount till we arrive at Brutus, 
fondly fuppofed the firft inhabitant of this 
iiland. Thus Henry's pride feafted upon 
the froth of antiquity, and his wifdom was 
duped by his vanity. I am fiirprized the 
inodeft coouniffioners ft(^ ibort at BrutoSt 
lor I have &en the cdiwcb ladder of a 
Welch pedigree ftrttched up to Adam^ and 
the author, even then, ieemed diiappoiated 
l|e could rear it no higher, but perhaps 
they were not able to mar(hall another troop 
ef Kin£s« 

Charactbh 
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CHAkACTER of the KING. 
Richard the Third, of all the Englifh 
Kfooarchs, bears the greateft contrariety of 
charader. One would think, that period 
•bfeored in darknefs. which admits of fuch 
fli^;nntcontradidions^ andyett tbc bold lines 
of the timet are clearly ieen, and eafily 
defcribed. 

Some few have conferred dpon himalmofl: 
angelic excellence, have clouded his errors, 
and blazened every virtue that could adorn 
a man. Others, as if only extremes could 
prevail, prefent him in the blacked dye; 
his thoughts were evil, and that continually, 
and his adions diabolical; the mod de- 
graded mind inhabited the moft deformed 
body. But. when an enemy falls fool upon 
the perfon, which the owner can neither 
make nor mend, fatire becomes a kind of 
6 recom« 
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recommendation/ for it indicates that, the 
features of the mind, widah hti might. mohdj 
did not afford ijjfflei?nt matter Ifor revcDgc. 
They brand hxtnl i nlonfter frrffti his birth, 
and though he came^b^ore histim^, charge 
him as being /born with all :: his : teetfa^ 
and hair to.rhis (houjdersj however,: \yc 
cannot charge him with planting ^LrfaSir/ 

But Richftrd's. eharadler, .Kk4 «v^ry .other 
man's, ha4 two fides ^ nay^ in him^itconi-r 
prehendcd two extremes, though moft 
writers difplay but one, and ^thefe are befl 
delineated by hi$* actions, . 

* • * . • 

As the jrcejudice of the Lancaftrian 
writers ^^l^d, Richard's jmif-fhapen. 
body, ;lifce. a block, of marble under, the 
chifcl ,^ an girtiil, affuna^.a fairer fom-, and, 
brjghteniijg by degrees, he is inconteftil\ly^ 
^ .1 3 . i proved 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOSWORTH FIELD. 159 
praved, at tbe end of three centuries, to have 
been a hand£>ine man* ^ 

* * " . 

\ I have already remarked, be was (hort; 
aoid firmly built. He came into the worlds 
Itfcc other children, refepibled his father in 
perfon and afpe(Jt.. By'hisicDiDS,,piaure>, 
aiid other reprcienfeitions he was fliraight. 
He bore a family likenefi ,to.hiS- brother 
Edward, who was one of:thc haiidfomefi 
men of the age. The -Countdfs. o£ Defmondi 
who lived to a htmdred* And thirty, and 
whpfe piftftre ilbw.fgrafes.WindiQt Caftle, 
daric^d with Richard in KtBg; Eidward's 
court, and declared him '* the handfortieft 
^* ftian in the roQn?, his br^^^thcr, excepted /'r 
But. her feeble -vOic^, during; the fvvay of 
the Tudors, was loft in thp general cry 
agjatnft him, for none of the old hiftorians 
mentiohitt 

While 
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While a minor, in his brother's court, he 
was good natured and obfeqoious. -While 
governor in the north, his juftice^ and 
obliging behaviour, gained him the good 
will of the inhabitants. While an officer 
under his brother, though a boy, he dif- 
played the moft accompliihed military ta-^ 
lents; his bravery could fcarcely be equalled. 
While a king, he was a man of bufinefs, 
extremely attentive to juftice, and paiTed 
fomc fingular laws for the good of the fub- 
jcSt; fuch as rcaifying the returns of juries, 
which had been ihamefully abufed, and 
attended with falfe verdifts? regulating 
bail on fufpicion of felony; preferving pro- 
perty till convidionj and removing that 
hateful burthen couched, under the word 
benevolence. He was excee4ingly averfc to 
the impofition of taxes, the out-cry of every 
reign. His liberality was remarkable, and 

though 
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ihoUgh bis defire knew no bounds^ he de^ 
iired hothihg but a crowiu Thefeare fa£tft 
which cJEinnot be denied by the moil pre*^ 
jttdiced pcribn% 

On the other hand> inftead of giving 
jbim every excellence^ let us fairly try hit 
charadter upon the following accufations t 

He id chafged With the rtiufder of fidward 
Prince of Wales, after the battle of Tewkef^ 
bury. By the. beft accounts ever fubmitted 
to the world, there were only four perfons 
in the room with Edward the Fourth, 
when Sir Richard Crofts btought in the 
Prince) Clarence, Dorfet, Gloucefter, and 
HaftingSi The King having alked him ill 
a majcftic tone, **Why he entered his 
** kifigdom in arms ?'* and having received 

M this 
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this refolutc adfwcr, *• to recover my rigbr, 
^* unjuftly uAirped/' he ftruck him iit the 
face with his gauntlet, and departed. Tfaif 
was confidered by the courtier^r as a decla^ 
ration of hoftilities, and they inftantly 
ilabbed him to death. All the Lancaftrianr 
writers charge this bloody dted upon Rich-* 
ard* Carte fay» it wa^ Borfet and Haft*' 
ings, which is very probable, but there ifr 
no authority for either. As they were al^ 
feniors, compared to Richard, it cannot b^ 
fuppofed a lad of eighteen would fir ft draw^ 
his dagger, in the prefence of his fuperiof s in? 
age^ who had always controuled him. I( 
follows, that the unfortunate Ann Neville^ 
daughter of the king-making Earl of War- 
wick, who rofe to miferable greatnefs, by 
being the wife of Edward Prince of Wales ^ 
and afterwards became Q^eon of England^ 
2 hf 
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\>y belog that of Richard the Third, has 
been wrongfully accufcd for marrying the 
murderer of her hufband. 

He 18 alfd charged with the inttrder o^ 
Henry the Sixth in the Tower, But it nevei^ 
was proved that he was murdered^ not<^ 
Withftanding the body wis exhibited t6 
public view* I will^ however, for argu- 
ments fake fuppofe* it* His life could not 
be worth taking by any man, particularly 
Richard, Who had then nothing in profpedfc. 
He netrer had abilities, his intereft was 
gone> his wife a prifoner, and, above alU 
his fon was dead^ without a chance of more^ 
As the Queen was the moft mifchievous of" 
the two> there would have been more po- 
licy in deftroying her* Befides^ the fame 
plea of childhood holds good in this cafe 
Ma as 
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as the lafl, for it happened in lefs theit fitre 

weeks after the death of thc^ priiKrc.. 

The deftrudlion of Clarence, in point of 
chronology, comes next; and though no-' 
thing criminal is proved againfl: Richard^ 
I am apprehenfivc part of the charge isjuft. 
Clarence was boifterous, and thpugh good 
naturii^, had but little guard over hi^ 
tongue. Richard was cunning, filenr, 
eloquent at plcafure, (hrcwd, and dcfigning. 
He early fet his heart upon the crowa, 
though many removes from it; for he con- 
fidered, though thefe are many fteps in a 
journey, yet for every remove the traveller 
makes, there is one lefs. Richard kept 
fair with all parties, and being a complete 
diflembler, cautioufly improved the quarret 
between Edward and Clarence, while ho 

fcemed 
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jgjemcd.thc fti?nd of both. T;hi8 is in part 
j^offpbpfated; by an expre/?ioa which - fell 
ffOex Edward, whiic Jainexuijg, when top 
hu, the, death of his brbthcr*. Intcrcct- 
,Jioii having been made fpr ^ crimtna), be 
cxclainoed ..between forrow and anger, 
^f H6w many, arjd ^rgent^ applications are 
;*Miiad<, tp lave a wretch who ought to 
f^ ^itlij the laws of his country, but not 
*' one mouth was opened to plead for a bro- 
^ ther in diftrefs/' 

Whib Edward Jzt unfecurely on the 
throne^. Richard was bis able fupporter, but 
when he became eftablifhed by the death of 
Warwick, and the redudion of the Lan- 
^caftrian party, Richard entertained different 
views, and caft his own eye towards the 
thrppe, fomented divifions among the no- 
bUify^ friends to Edward, induced them to 
M 3 deftroy 



Digitized by 



Google 



t<« THE BATTLE OP 

Ideftrqy each other, that fhould the King's S^ 
mife happen, during ^ minority, the crown 
might be left open for himfelf ; but, as be- 
fore obferved, it left an ppebiog for Henry, 
The deaths of Gray, Rivers, Vaughao, 
and Haftings, were murders of the black« 
eil dye^ and are juftly chargeable to 
Hichard. His' ambition waa^ the fole 
caufe, dnd Buckingham bi« wretched 
tool* 

The feiisure of the crown, to which he 
had no right, was an uojuft ufurpation« 
He was not invited to rule, but boldly ob- 
truded himfelff 

Another charge is the death of Edwftfd 
the Fifth, and his brother. That thqr 
were murdered, does not admit a doubtj 
what eJfe could bworoc q( them ? from the 

lift 
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f aft intelligence^ they were under Richard's 
care. It was no man's intereft to deftroy 
them but his* They were the only obfta« 
cles left to thwart his ambition; and though 
they had no power^ he plainly forefaw 
it wonld arife with their years. If one 
or both had 4ied a natural deaths he would 
certainly liave publifhed it. If he was dar- 
ing enough openly to remoire tho£b who 
mete tlmr known pfote<Sor«^ he would not 
fcruplle jfecretly to remove them. His ftrena- 
ous endeavours to get the Duke of York into 
hie power^ after he liad fecured the King's 
perfon^ point, as an index towards a diabo«- 
iical defign* The confeffion of Tyrrel and 
Dighton^ two of their murderers^ defervet 
attention; though rather erroneous, it 
tihrew8 much light on this dreaful a6t. 
We are told four perfons only were con- 
cerned; Sir James Tyrrel, the temporary 
^commandant of the Tower; John Digh- 
M 4 ton, 
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ton, his groom; Miles Forreft, whom Sir 
Thomas .Moor calls a big fquare knave^ 
•end a pricfl:. That ten years after, when 
Perkin Warbeck perfonated the Duke of 
York, it became Henry's intercft to refute 
the impofture, by. proving the murder. 
That Tyrrcl and Digbton were appre^ 
liended, and feparately examined, in pri« 
vate, the other two being dead* That 
Henry published their confeffion, which 
declared, that Digbton. and Forreft had 
fmothered them, in a tower, near the Wa- 
^^ tcr-Gate (thence called. the blqody tower) 
^^ with pillows, while afleep at midnight^ 
♦*» in July 1483, and brought Tyrrel, who 
^* waited upon the flairs, to view. the. ^csA 
^* bodies when laid out, and that a prieft 
^' had buried them' under the ftair cafe« 
^^ That Richard diffatisfied with the place 
»* of their interment, had ordered the prieft 
^* to remove them, but they could not tell 
. * ^^ where/* 
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•* where." Thcfiilt part is probably true, 
that they were murdered and laid under the 
flair-cafe^ but not by the prieft. The cau-* 
tious Henry believed they were ^eftroyed, 
^d would gladly have proved it; but had 
he attempted the proof, and mifcarried, he 
would have loft more thaii by omitting it, 
^nd Perkin would have gained what Henry 
Joft; he therefore refted the matter upon the 
bare evidence of the murderers, inid durft 
not venture to break up the ground. It 
follow?, the latter |Art of the tale, whicfit 
declares their interment by the prjeft, and 
their removal by Richard's order, was evi- 
dently fobricated by Henry, to prevent the 
hazard of a fearch. If one inan kills an-* 
.other, he feldom fends for a prieft to bury 
Jiim. Richard was too circumfpe<a to truft 
fo important a fecret to more than one per^ 
Ton; nor was it of confequence to him 

where 
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V?bere ib^ w«re hid. The world was fur-# 
prized Henry did not ptinifh the tnor* 
derersi but it would have b^en more fur^ 
jyrifing if he had j for this w6uld have de^ 
ftroytd ihat evideoce he wiflied might exift^ 
Ht kncw^ as they oouid never contradict their 
former aflertioos^ they would be living 
witnefies in his favour i befides, a pardon^ 
fto doubf> Was one of the terfos of confef* 
fiatir Thla dark affair howev^^ was cleared 
Up 19a y^s' lifter the murder. March the 
^6th,' 1 675, fome workmen having orders td 
refAove a iigfat of ftairs^ leading from thfe 
Kiflg's lodgings, to thechapeHn the White 
^Av^er ; atithe depth of nine feet, they dif^ 
covered a cheft of elm containing fome 
(ihail human bones, as Tyrrel and DightOE 
liad d<fcribed, which (hews part of Henr/s 
nccpent to be fair. Thefe being carefalljr 
•^amiAci, were found to be thoieof two 

boys, 
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boys, one about twelre, the other ten« 
The fculi of one was whole, the other 
broken by the hbourers, as W6re Many of 
the bones, and the cheft» They wercthea 
caft away with the mbbiih* This being 
Icnown at Court, Charles the Second of« 
dered tHe rubbifli to be carefully fifted^ 
and all the bones prcferved they could 
(ind, which are depofited in a marble urti, 
infcribed to the memory of the innocent 
fiiffcrcrs, ill Weflminftcr Abbey* This 
proves kichard a villain; Henry timerous^ 
imd deceitful, the murderers confdfioji 
juft, and Perkin an impoftor. . 

The death of his wife is another allega- 
tion againft him. We are given to under* 
'ftand, ^* that the terms df agreement for a 
•* crown, between Henry and the people, 
f ♦ were to unite the contending parties by 

f * marrying 
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f* mariying the Princcfs Elizabeth ; to pre* 
^ vent which, Richard determined to marrj 
^^ her himfelf, therefore^fio clear bis bed 
<• for the new bride, ^difpalched the old, 
*^* bat that: the hew fpui:ncd his /embrace." 
Part of this may bb rieUed .op; That ihe 
died abpiit that time,, is ; certain, but it it 
not fovcertain. that Ricbai'd killed her. 
She was far gone in a decline; had ntvct 
knownr health fince the lofs of h(r Ton, a 
^ear before, nor did Richard and (he live 
apon ill terms, he treated her with kind* 
nefsi and (he accompanied him in hit 
pleafurable excurfions« .Be0des, he wat 
not fo fond of the match as rea/fy to 
promote it; not fo fond as the lady, though 
he might be as eager as Henry. Carte 
ailures us, one of her letters to the Duke of 
Norfolk, is yet in the Arundel coIleftioD, 
wherein flit in treats him to forward her 

nuptials 
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Buptials with the King. Queen Elizabeth^ 
toother to the Princefs, had often beTpaU 
tcred Richard by her fanAuary fire^fide^ at 
Weftminfter, and with reafonj Thcddugh- 
tcr's anger muft have kindkd againft him, 
in proportion to the mothtr's. But as the 
crafty Richard found means to win the mo- 
ther, he would find it a much eafier taik to 
win the daughter. It remains yet to btt 
proved, whether it is in the nature of a wo- 
man to refufc a fccptre and half a royal bed, 
how defpicable foevcr the perfon who 
offers it. If fhe affcded to defpife Rich« 
ard's advances, it was only like the Fox in 
^fop, defpifing the grapes; nor did this 
happen in Richard's reign, but the next; 
when the tide of difgrace ran with fisch ra« 
pidity againft him it was dangerous to 
fpeak in his favour. , It was not fo much 
his intentions tQ marry her, as a mano^vrc 

t# 
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to prevent Henry, .He viewed Richmond'l 
iingle attempt upon the crown a3 a brava-^ 
do$ cafily crudied^ but by fucha marriage, a 
union would be e£Feded between th« 
Houies, and both operate againft bim^ per^ 
haps to de(lrq£tion# Beiideii he kept hef 
a clofe priToder till his deatbi in (bp cafU^ 
of Sheriff-Huttoiif which plainly indi^ 
catedt he neither wiihed Henryi nor him?* 
ielf to marry her. 

His vile attempts to prove his mother an 
adulterefs, and his brothers bailards, if true^ 
ibews a bafenefs of mind, frithout parallel^i 

If Richard, as a fovereigni could juftify 
the execution of the Duke of Buckingham, 
to whom he entirely owed his elevation^ 
and that of 8t.' Leger, his iiftcr's hufband, 
upon the ilale principles of rebellion, yet 

thcjr 



Digitized by 



Google 



ftOSWORTH FI£:L15. i;| 
they prove him touUy vdkl of gratittfd« 
tiid pity M a mait^ 

There is hire a iknder barrter bcftwees 
the religious man and the hypocrite^ md if , 
requires a carious eye to diffcern it* Tha« 
Riphard with all his errors^ bad a ilrong 
tindtirre of religion, appears from the fiivour 
he (hewed lo ecclefiaftiics^ and from hibt 
being (ovind at devptional exercifes, whetf 
iblicited to take the crown. But, perhapSj^ 
we may iafely pfonounce this an hypo« 
critical farce, to win the people. HU 
charge to the judges to adminifttr ju^ee,K 
and his circular letter to the Bifhopa for 
jeftratning vice, prove morer in his favour,^ 
l^cauie the procedure was voluntary. He 
gave five hundred marks per annum ta 
Qjoecn's College in Cambridge, which 

farther 



Digitized by 



Google 



$f€ . THE BATTLE OF 
farther proVts ^ rpligioas turn i though » peN 
Baps, this pious ad was not void of b(lea-i». 
tatioQ* But a more certain indication was^ 
his fear of affronting the Virgin MSry^ 
ihoEldhe have ]!narched on the day of her 
ftfiviinptbn* 

Three natural children were the coflfe-- 
quence of his amours, to whom he gave the 
name of Plantagenet, John of Gloucefter, 
nominal governor of Calais, Catherine^ 
who died in infancy, and a Richard, but 
little known in hiftory. As all the flattering 
profpeds of this laft expired with the fa^ 
ther, he is faid, after the battle, to have hid 
himfelf in obfcure life, at the early period 
of thirteen, and became a common day la* 
bourer, at Eaftwell, in Kent, in which ca«^ 
pacity he lived unknown^ under another 

9am<!i 
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liMne>toei:tr€ime«ge* Thisistcftifiedbyfome 
gncmoirs pr^fervedin the Winchelfea family. 

Former writers drew Richards charaQcr 
from prejudice, but jls time has dimiaiihed 
that prejudice, their fucceflbrs will, with 
more jufticc, draw it from fafts, Perhapg 
he had a greater number of enemies than 
tny perfon in the whole fyftem of Engli(h 
hiftory. It was faid of Sir Robert WaU 
pole, when he guided the helm under 
George the Second, ** that Be had more 
*• than any man living.'^ But Jbis wero 
only the enemies of a day; Richard> 
continued for ages! They were diligent in 
wounding his fame, while his friends, if 
he had friends, were condemned to filence. 
— Although many crimes wcre^laid to his 
charge, yet the greateA of all was that of 
bfing the battle ofBafworthl This added 
emphafis to his guilt, gave his antagonift 
N the 
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the afcendant, and enabled Henry to raife 
againft him the clamour of ages. Had 
Richard been profperous, he would, with all 
his faults, have paffed through life with 
eclat. His errors, like thofe of other 
mpnarchs, would have been loft in oblivion, 
and himfelf have been handed down to pof- 
terity, as an excellent King. Hiftory 
would then have taken an oppofite turn, and 
the odium have fallen upon Henry. - Many 
of the Englifli Princes have been as guilty 
as Richard, but lefs blamed, becaufe more 
fuccefsful. The treatment of Duke Ro- 
bert by his brothers, William Rufus, and 
Henry the Firft, was infinitely more diabo- 
lical, than that of Richard to Clarence. 
King John murdered hi« nephew, and his 
fovereign, as well as Richard, but this is 
little noticed by the hiftorian, though 
Richard was by far the better Kihg, 
Hctnry the Fourth ftands almoft excufed, 

who 
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who really murdered Richard the Second, 
while our hero is condemned for the death 
of Henry the Sixth, though not guilty. 
The deftrudion of Warwick, by Henry 
the Seventh, was as vile a murder, as that 
of Edward the Fifth j nay, were it poflible 
to fpeak in palliation of this worft of 
crimes, Richard was the leaft culpable, for 
he had one temptation which Henry had 
not: Edward the Fifth had an abfolutc 
right to the crown, but Warwick only a 
fhadow. And the artful Qneen Elizabeth, 
who, by her addrefs, was idolized by the 
fubjedl, and immortalized by the hiftorian, 
bafcly deftroycd a fovereign Princefs, over 
whom {he exercifed power without right, 
Mary Queen of Scots ; and, to augment the cru- 
elty, fufFered her to be infulted at the block. 
— -Richard^s crimes originated from ambi-> 
tion, and took their complexion from the 
boldnefs of his charafter. Could he have 

lawfully 
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lawfully claimed a crown, he might hare 
ipade an excellent monarch; or bad a crows 
t^eep totally oot of his reach» he might 
have been a valuable fubjed; but^ placed 
between the two« he partook of both, anc) 
marred the fubjcft, to make the monarch. 
He was a faithful fervant, a brave foldier, 
an admirable legiilator ; yet one of the vileft 
of men. Perhaps Hiftory cannot produce 
an inflance of fuch an aiTemblage of virtues 
and defeds in one perfon. In him were 
united, as many excellencies as would fur- 
nish feveral (hining charaders, and as many 
faults as would damn a troop. 
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BATTLE OP BOSWORTH FIELD* 

XN the additions I am about to present to 
the Reader^ I retain the title of Battle of 
Mosworth Held; ^^ not that this Battle was 
^^ fought at this place (it being. fought in a 
^^ large^ flat^ plain^ and spacious ground^ three 
^^ miles distant from this town^. between the 
^^ towns of Shenton^ Sutton^ Dadlington^ and 
^^ Stoke) ; but for that this town was the most 
^^ worthy town of note near adjacent^ and was 
^^ therefore called Bosworth field. That this 
<^ battle was fought in this plain^ appeareth 
^^ by many remarkable places : By a little 
^^ mount cast up^ where the common report 
<^ is, that at the first beginning of the battle 
<^ Henry earl of Richmond tnade his parae- 

o ^^netical 
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^^ netical oration to his army; by divers 
^^ pieces of armour, weapoias^ and ptker war- 
*^ like accoutrements, and by many arrow* 
^^ heads here found, whereof, about 20 years 
" since, at the inclosure of the lordship of 
** Stoke, great store were digged up, of 
*^ which some I have now [1622] in my 
^^ custody 3^ being of a long, large, and. big 
*^ proportion, far greater than any now in 
" use : as ako by relation of the inhabitants^ 
^ who have many occurrences and passages 
^^ yet fresh in memory ; by reason that some 
persons thereabout, which saw the battle 
fought^ were living within less than 40 
" years ; of which persons myself have seen 
^* some, and have heard rf their discotflrses^ 
** though related by the second hand. 






u 



At tbis place Isjng Richard in« (having^ 
** brought down a great army to encounter , 
^^ Henry Earl of Richmond, coming firom 
** Leicester) the night befope the battlepitched 

^^his 



Digitized by 



Google 



li-l 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^ , O / II 




ic>t/^/i^ jyy,^^trjr2:jsrj^^^e6byGooQ\(z 



BOSWQRttt FIfiLD. 183 

^^ hid teatBi and, as the report hath goiic^^ 

^^ was entertained here with two unwelcome 

^^ accidents ; the one a prediction, the other 

^^ a vision^ For the first, it was foretold^ 

*^ that if ever king Richard did come to meet 

*^ bis adversary in a place that was com* 

<< passed with towns whose termination was 

*^ in fon*> that there he should come to great 

^^ distress ; or else, upon the same occasion, 

^^ did happen to lodge at a place be^nning 

^^ and ending with the same syllable of jln 

^^ (as this of jinbian), that there he should 

^^ lose his life, to expiate that wicked murder 

*^ of his late wife Anne, daughter and co- 

** heir of Richard Nevile earl of Salisbury 

*^ and Warwick. The vidion is reported to 

^^ be in this manner : King Richard lying 

^^ in his teivt, there appeared unto him divers 

^^ feadfid ^osts, running about him, not 

*^ M^ering him to take any rest, still crying 

♦ <^ What number is adjacent, may by the Map be 
perceived." Burton. 

o 2 " revenge j 
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revenge; which vision he related to hifi 
friends in the morning. Bui Polydore 
<* Vergil, in his English History^ in the life 
" of king Richard III. will not have this to 
^^ be any vision or dream at all, but only a 
" guilty conscience. His words are these : 
" * Verum id credo non fuit somnium, sed 
** conscientia scelerum ; conscientia, inquam, 
^^ eh gravior, qu6 culpa major, quse, si aliks 
** nunquam, at extremo vit» die, solet nobis 
'^ commissa nostra representare, ac illorum 
^^ simul impendentes pcenas monsirare^ ut 
^' merits ad id temporis punctum mal^ actse . 
*^ vit« poenitentes hinc tristes migrare coga- 
•* mur.' And assuredly there is no defence 
'^ or shield like to a good conscience, nor 
** a crueller torment than an evil con- 
f^ science j as well he hath observed it, upon 
the many vile plots and cruel murders 
by the said king Richard committed; 
as the violent death of king Henry VI. 
^^ and of Edward prince of Wales his son ; 

king 
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^^ king Edward V, and his brother Richard 
*^ duke of York, his brothei^s sons ; queen 
^* Anne his wife, Henry duke of Bucking- 
*^ ham, William lord Hastings, Anthony 
^^ earl Rivers, ' sir Richard Grey, and many 
^^ others. Abother accident here happened 
^^ to John Howard duke of Norfolk, a chief 
" friend of king Richard ; who having a 
** caveat given him by a rhyming distich (as 
** the vulgar Chroniclers say) fixed upon hid 
*^ pavilion ; but (as the more received report 
goeth) by a letter throvra into his tent, 
discovering the falling off of the puissant 
*^ lord Stanley, and the revolt of many 
*^ other of the nobles j which he, whether 
*^ upon a strong assurance of the king's 
*^ power, or the touch of his own allegi- 
*^ ance, or, perhaps, deferment of the read- 
" ing thereof to some fitter time, neglected 
*^ the perusal, and consequence thereof; and 
^^ so, with the king, was there slain ; like 
<^ to Julius Caesar, who^ as he was going to 

" the 






Digitized by 



Google 



m THE BATTLE OF 

^^ thie Senafe - house^ hod a libel delivered 
^^ to him by Artemidorus, a philosopher of 
^^ Cnidos (aa it is in Plutarch), one of the 
. ^^ conspirators, and a familiar of Brutus the 
^^ ardi-rtraitor, discovering all the plot and 
^^ circumstances thereof: which he, tiien 
^^ neglecting to take view thereof, put into 
^^ his bosom, reserving it to some fit oppor-r 
^^ tunity, apd was, in th^ said house then 
^' slain-" 

Thus far I have given the exact words 
of Mr« Burton, the original Historian of 
Leicestershire, a great part of it transcribed 
in 1810 from his till then unpublished MS^ 
But I shall doubtless stand excused for en- 
tering more particularly into the history of 
$in event so important in the English Annals. 

The plain called Boswdrth Mdd is spa- 
cious; and, being very nearly surrounded 
with hills and woods, has a beautifully noble 

appearance. 
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apptaranoe. The ^oods of SuttoQ Ghaint^ 
and of Anbien, in particular> have a striking 
effect*; but no pUkir is erected to oomnemo-> 
rate the evi^nt *. The place famed for one of 
the most' important events in die English 
Annals is only ascertained by oral tradition. 

The short but eventful reign of king 
Richard III. commenced June 23, 1483; 
ftnd^ after having been regularly crowned at 
Westminster on the 6th of July^ Richard 
thought it prudent to make a progress into 
the North, through Windsor, Oxford, and 
Coventry, to Leicester, whence several of his 
warrants in that year, from the IJfh <lo the 
19th of August, are dated. 

One of these is here copied : 

Biclmrd, by the grace of God, &c. To 
all our officers^ legemen, and aubgetta, tx) 






* On this subject, see the Preface to the present 
Volume. 
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^^ whom o' lettres shall he shewed^ gating. 

^^ Forsemech as we have commanded o"* trusty 

^^ squier and servant Nicholas Spicer, one of 

^^ thousshers of our chambre, for to doo ii 

^^ thousand Walshe billes in all hafit possible 

** to he p'oveyd' and made for us (and by 

<^ these presents have geven unto him power 

^^ and autorite for to take^ in our name, in 

^^ any place where him shall seme most ex* 

^^ pedfent, as many smythes as shall be by 

^^ him be thought necessarye for thaccom- 

^* plishing enne extent in yt behalve} ; We 

^* therefore will and chatge you all and eny 

^^ of you that unto our said servant, o' such 

^^ as by him shalle be assigned thereunto, ye 

be obeieng, helping, and assisting, in all 

wise as it apperteynethe, w***owt failling, 

as ye well answere unto us at yo' perilL 

^* Yeven at Leicestre, the xvii^ day of Au-* 

^* gust, y* first yere of our reigne*/' 

* Preserved among the Harleian MSS, in the Qrn 
lUh Museum, No. 435. p. 1 10. b. 

From 
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From Leicester the new Monardi pro- 
ceeded^ through Nottingham, to York; 
whence, preparatory to a second coronation, 
be sent an order on the 31st of August ta 
Piers Courteys, the keeper of his wardrobe^ 
for an imipense cargo of *^ extraordinary gar- 
^^ niture ;^' and the ceremony was solemnly 
performed, in the beginning of September^ 
in the Chapter-house, by the archbishop ; of 
which a full account is preserved by Mr« 
Drake, in his " History of York." 

The attentions which the King received 
i^ that antient ciiy were requited by some 
especial grants and immunities ; but in die 
short period of two months, the good citizens 
of York had notice from the king, Oct 11, 
1483, ^^ that the duke of Buckingham had 
>* traiterously turned upon him, contrary ta 
^* the duty of his legiaunce*. 

* Drake*s History of york, p. 118. 
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April 11, 1484, another letter was ad- 
^bessed by the kiog to the magistrates of 
York, giving an account of " the number 
** of lyes and contumelious speeches which 
^ were then spread abroad against him*/* 

That the pretensions of the earl of Rich- 
mond soon afterward began to give alarm, is 
evident from the following mandate to the 
mayor of Windsor ; 

^' R. Rex. By the King. 
*^ Trusty and well beloved, we greet you 
•* well. And for as much as wee be credi- 
^* bly informed, that our rebells and tray- 
^ tours, now confedered w*^ our antient ene- 
^ mies of France, by many and sundry wayes 
** conspire and study the meanes to y® sub- 
" vercon* of this our realme, and of unity 
♦^ amongst our subjects ; as in tending writ- 



* Prake's History of York, p, 119. 
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'' ings, by seditious persons^ w^ counter* 
^^ feyt and contrive fialse invenc'ons, tydings^ 
** and rumours, to th* intent to provoke and 
^^ stirre discord and division betwixt us and 
^' our Ll*^, which be as faithfully disposed 
^^ as any subjects can suffice : Wee therfore 
^^ will and com'ande you streigthly, that, in 
^^ eschewing of the inconvenients abovesaid, 
^* you put you in uttermost devoire, if any 
^* such rumours or writings come itmongst 
^^ you, to search and enquire of the first 
^^ shewers and utterers thereof: And y®" 
^^ that ye shall soe find ye doe co'mitt unto 
^^ sure warde ; and after proceed to thcyr 
^^ sharp punishmS in example and feare of all 
^* other, not failing hereof in any wise as ye 
^^ entend to please us, and will answere unto 
^^ us at your perills. Yeoven under our sig- 
^* nett, at our palace of Westm% y' 6 day of 
f^ December [1484.]*'* 

f Hftrl M8S. 7S7, fol. 2. b. 
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From the high-spirited and gallant earl of 
Bichmondy we soon after find the fc^lowing 
manifesto : 



*^ Henry e. of Richm^, before he was k. to 
" hb freinds here in Engl^, from beyond 
^^ the seas, &c, 

" R* trusty, wor'p'll, and hon*ble good 
^ freinds and our allyes, I greet you weU. 
*^ Being given to imderstand your good de- 
•^ voir and intent to advance me to y* ftu:- 
^^ therance of my rightfull claime, due and 
^* lineall inheritance of y* crowne ; and for 
*^ y^ just depriving of that homicide and un- 
** natural tyrant w*^^ now unjustly bears do- 
^^ minion over you : I give you to under- 
<^ stand, y^ noe Christian heart can be more 
full of ioye and gladnes, then y^ heart of 
me yo' poore exiled ffriend, who will, upon 
y® instance of your sure advertise what 
powers ye will make ready, and what 
captains and leaders you gett to conduct. 
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** be prepared to pass over y* sea w*^ such 
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forces ks my fireindes here are preparing 
for me. And if I have such good speed 
and success as I wish according to youf 

^* desire^ I shall ever be most forward to' 
remember^ and wholly to requite^ thi^ 
your great and most lovinge kindness in 
my just quarrelL Yeoven under our sig- 

** nett. HI. 

** I pray you give credence to y* messen- 

" ger of y* he shall impart to you*.*' 

In a letter addressed to the people of 
England, dated Westminster, June 23, 1485, 
Richard artfully persuades them ^^ to resist 
** Henry Tuddr, and his attainted traitors, 
^^ whom he pronounces murderers, adulterers, 
*^ extortioners, rebels to God, honour, and 
nature ; who obey his antient enemy the 
French king; and, under Henry their bas- 
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44 



* Harl. MSS. 787, fol. 2. b. 
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^* tard leader^ begotten in double adultery, iil^ 
<^ ttod to enter bi4 kiagdom, and^ by coin 
^ quest, despoil his subjects of life, liberty^ 
^^ Und goods ; to destroy all the honourable 
blood in the realm, and seize their possess 
iions : therefore advises every man to lift up 
*^ his hand against them^/' 

An order occurs among the records at 
York, July 8, for the citizens to be " de- 
^^ fensibly arrayed ;^' and on the 16th of 
August it was directed, that " John Spon, 
sergeant to the noase, diould ride to Not-^ 
tingham^ to the Kick's Grace, to under* 
^^ stand his pleasure in sending up any cl^ 
his subjects within the ci^ of York, for 
the subduing of his enemu^ lately arrived 
in the parts of Wales, or otherwise to be 
^^ disposed at his most high pleasure */^ and 
on the I9th, in conseqm«ice (^ a messiga 

* See this Letter at large in Mr. Hutton^s '^His<* 
torjr of Bosworth Field," p, 29. 
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from the kiqg) from Be^kwood^ ^^ 400 men, 
^^ defensibly arrayed^ John Hastings gentle-^ 
^^ man of the mace being captain^ were or^ 
^^ dered^ in all haste possible^ to depart to^ 
^^ wards the King's Grace^ for the subduing 
^^ of his enemies^. 

On Sanday, July 31^ 1485, Bichm<md 
set sail from Harfleur; landed at Milford 
Haven on the 6th of Augast ; and marched^ 
through Wales, by Ddl, Haverfordwest, 
Cardigan, New Tovra, and Welsh Pooly to 
Shrewsbury, and thence, through Newport 
and Stafford, to Lidifield, where he en* 
camped fi»r. a day w two^ and then pro-* 
ceeded to l^mworth, ' where his army ar- 
rived late in the evening of August 18 ; but 
he himself, following in the rear with about 
twenty horsemen, missed his road, and' 
passed the night solitarily at a little village 

* Drake's History of Yoric, p- 120. 
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three miles distant. Early on the 19tli^ 
after shewing himself at Tamworth to hid 
army^ he had an interview with his father- 
in-law lord Stanley at Atherstone, when 
tneasures were concerted for th^ fature ope-* 
rations; and in the evening he was joined 
hy sir John Savage, sir Bryan Sanford, sir 
$imdn Digby^ and many other experienced 
wartiors. On the 20th, Richmond en^ 
camped at Atherstone ; and on the 21st both 
armies were in sight of each other for the 
whole day. 

Richard, despising the supposed weakness 
of his adversary, yet desiring effectually to 
crush him, led his army, on the 16th^ in 
great regal state, from Nottingham castle to 
Leice^er ; which town he entered in open 
pomp, the crown-royal on his head ; and, on 
the 17th, quitted it, in the same manner, 
expecting to meet his rival at Hinckley. 
That night he passed at Elmsthorpe^ where 
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1 his officers slept in the Church. On the 
18th he marched to Stapleton, where he 
pitched his camp on ground called The 
JSrackhawSy where he continued till Sun^ 
day the 21st, when both armies came in 
jught of each othen In the evening Richard 
mnoved to Anibein hiU^ where ^^ he pitched 
^^ his field, refreshed his soldiers, and took 
^f his rest*/' The next morning early, 

* <^ Bichard is thought to have despised his enemy 
^' too much, and beeu too dilatory in bis motions. 
*^ (See the Notes on the Paston Lettejcs.) As the con- 
'f test was ahnost personal, the Royal Commanders 
^< should in prudence have kept out of danger ; but, 
^< for the same reason, were obliged to encounter the 
^^ greatest, as they could not decently .desire their 
^* followers to do for them what they , themselves 
^< would not do for themselves, who alone were to be 
^> benefited It is the case of Cyrus and Artaxerxes :• 
^ oply that fjhe invader -succeeded. In such cases 
^* the judgment would be, to appoint a band of deter- 
^^ mined men to lay by till they could see where the 
^< opposite Conunanders were; with orders to fight 

p ** neither 
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bringing all his meft out of the catiip into # 
<lie plain, he^ ordered lK>tb horsemen and 
(botmen to be drawn up in a length of line^ 
that their mimbers might appear as large ad^ 
possible, l^e archers were placed in^ th^ 
{W)nt, under the command of the duke ot 
Norfolk and his son the earl of Surrey. This^ 
long' vanguard was followed by Richard him- 
self with a* chosen band/ supported om eaih 

<^ neither with great nor sumll^. but bim only,, as all 
'^depends upon bis death; It seems that Richard' 
'^trttempted somewhat of thiff kind; but be should' 
'^ not have been of the* party himself, unless V9e sup- 
'^ pose that Richard had alienated the minds of somd 
**^ of his chief followers^ as certainly was the case of 
<" Stanley. Hir own known character as a soldier, 
^^bis superiority in numbers, and, as one should sup- 
'< pose, better appointed, must have secured him the' 
** victory ; but, as Voltaire remarks, ereryinvarf^r^f 
^* England succeeds : luckily, the last proved au el- " 
**ception to the rule." G; Ashby. — May all futtire 
attempts at invasion prove equally abortive! 

side 
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liide with wings of horsemen. The whole 
ntohber exceeded 16,000, ' 

The atrmy of Richmond; Which amounted 
not to 5000^ was proportionally arranged 
by their gaUant leader. The archers^ in a 
narrow fiftint,! were led by the earl of Oxford J 
ihe right wing wals entrusted to sir GilBeit 
Talbot, the left to sir John Savage. Rich- 
mmd hiimielf ileserved a good company of 
hotee^ and a small number of foot 

On each side the leader addressed his 
ftoops \^th a splendid oration; ^^ which wa9 
** scarcely- finished/' says an old Historkn^ 
^^ \mt the one army espied the other. Lord'} 
^^ how hastily the soldiers buckled their 
U helms, how quickly the archers bent their 
^^ bows^ and brushed their feathers — how 
^^ readily the billmen shook their bills and 

proY^ their staves*, ready to approach and 



€€ 



* So Sbakspeare, ^^ See that my staves be sound.^' 
P Z Church* 
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** jtoin when the terrible trumpet should sound 
i^ the bloody blast to victory or death ! Be- 
'* tweenboth armies there was a great morass^ 
** which the earl of Richmond left oa his right 
<^ hand for this intent^ that it should be cm 
f5 thai side a defence .for his part ; and in so 
^^ doing he had the sun at his back^l and in 
*^ the feces of his enemies." 

The first conflict of the archers heihgover, 
the armies met fiercely with swords and bills ; 
and at this period Richmond was joined by 
lord Stanley^ which determined the fortune 
of the day. In this battle (which lasted 
little moi'e more than two hours} above one 
thousand, persons were slain on the side of 
Richard. Of Richmond's army scarcely 
100 were slaia; among whom the principal 

€hiirchyard, mentioning an action in which he was, 
says^ ^^ None of the English returned without having 
f < broken two or three staves." In tilting . I under* 
stand this, not in battle. G. Ashb Y. 

person 
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person was sir William Brandon^ his 
standard-bearer. 

The victor was crowned in the field by sir 
William Stanley^ with a crown of ornament 
^hich Richard wore in the battle^ and which 
was fouiid by sir Reginald Bray* among the 
spoils. A tradition remains that it was se- 
creted in a bush on this hillf. 

After the battle, Henry VII. went to Co- 
yentry with his array, and lodged, at the 
mayor's house (by name Robert Onley), 
whom he knighted ; at which time the city 
presented him with IQOl. and a cupijiv 

* Gent M^g. 1789, vol. LIX. p. 424. 

t << Richard wore his crown openly with design. 
^ It could not therefore h0 secreted till after his fall ; 
'' and, when once separated from his head, might be 
^* run away with, and hid any where close to, or more 
** likely at a distance from, where the king fell.** 

G. Ash BY. 

t Dugdale, Warwickshire, voL I. p. 143. 
i " On 
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<^ Oo the 23d of August, it wa/i 8Ue^m4 
" by divers persons, especially by Jolm 
Spon, . sent unto the field of Bedmore to 
bring tidings from the same to the city, 
^^ that king Richard, late lawfully reigning 
^^ oiver ut, was, through great treason of 
^^ the duke of Norfolk, and many others that 
^^, turned against him, with many other lords 
" and nobility of the North parts, piteousfy 
^^ slain and murdered, to the great hevines oi 
^^ this city ; it was therefore determined, at 
^^ the wqfull season, to apply to the earl 
^* of Northumberland for ndvice*/' 

On the 24th, it appeared that the earl of 
Northumberland was with king Henry at 
Leicteter; in whose name a prodamation 
was made, on the 25th, for the preservationL 
of the peace ; winch thus concludes : ^^ More- 
^^ over, the King assertayneth you, that Ri- 

* Drake's History of York^ f. 121. 

"chard 
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'^ qbajrd late duke of Gloucester^ late called 
^^ kiiig Sickard^ wa§ ^ain at a place called 
*' Sandefordy within the shire of Leicester, 
^^ ^nd ^brought dead off the field onto the 
^^ town of Leicester^ and there was laid 
^^ openly, that every man might see and 
^^ look upon him ; and also there was slain, 
^^ upon the same field, John late duke of 
'^ Norfolk, John late earl of Lincoln, Tho- 
^^ mas late earl of Surrey, Francis Viscount 
** Lovell, sir Walter Devereux lord Fer- 
^^ reres, Richard Ratcliff knight, Robert 
" Brakenbury knight, with many other 
^^ knights, squiers, and gentlemen; qf whose 
^^ soules God have mercy *J^ 

Hie fvibsequent important events are fuUy 
detailed by most of our English Historians ; 
but the f<>Uowing narrative is now first 
lUfkited Irom a MS. preserved \n the British 

« Drake's History of York, y. 122. 

Museum; 
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Museum* J the title of which states it to 
have been " borowyd of Heery Savyll :** 

^^ When Henri erle of Richmond cam in 
*^ at Mylford Haven, he sayd thes words : 
** * A ! Yngiand, I am enteryd here to 
clayme myne heritage. Jhesu, that dyed 
on Qood Friday, and Mary his mothar, 
send me the love of the Lord. Stanley he 
^^ hathe maried my mothar; it is longe sithe 
^^ she saw me ; I trust to Jesus we shall 
** mete, and our brother syr William Stan* 
'' ley/ 






Let us leve Henry, and speke of Richard 
in his dignitie, and the mysfortune that 
hym befell : a wicked cownsell drew hym. 



^^ The lord Stanley, steme and stowte, he 
^^ may be callyd flowre in his cuntrye, and 
^^ that was well sene at Barwicke, when all ' 

* HarL MSS. 542. foL 34. 

"the 
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'' the lords of England let it be that castle 
'* wightly cowlde he wine j than of kyiogtf 
^^ Richard toke he leve^ and set good rulci 
^^ amonge the comon'tie ; but wicked ooivin^ 
^^ sell drew Richard ....... Tbes was the 

** words they sayd to hym : ' We thinke yoW 
worke unwitily in England, if ye wold con- 
tynew kynge ; for bothe lord Stanley, lord 
Strange, and the Chamberlayne, thes iii 
may bringe agaynst yow oii a day> that no 
^^ lords may in England for nor nere, and 
*^ the sonns of the mother that are banished 
*^ may caws yow short tyme to Ivere the 
" crowne/ Then k. Richard nlade owt me- 
** sengars far into the West contrie to the 
** lord Stanley, to repayr to hym with spede. 
^^ Then the lord Stanley bowned hym toward 
" kyng Rychard ; but he fell sycike at Man- 
*^ chestar by the waye, as was the wyll of 
^< God. To the lord Strange then callyd he, 
^^ and sayd thes words to hym : ^ In goodly 
•^ haste bowne must ye to wyt the will of 

'' Richard 
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^ fiichwd ewr kyng/ Tbe ..•,.•. fcid 
^ StcftDge ix>wnyd lum to ry4e io kyo^ 
<f AicAnrd. When he cam befioce faym, and 
^ knelyd downe^ kynge fiicbard sayjd^ ^ Wcl* 
f/ come lord Strange, and kynsman neare ; 
^ wher is any IodI in England iof aonsitry 
i^ shuld hd sa trew to his kynge?" Ther 
^^ #£^ no more of tbta to say, but to ward 
<f commwdyd was he ; and measengars wer 
^ nude into the West contry, to the V?rd 
^ Stanley. The* wer the words they sjiyd 
♦^ tt^ bjnb : ^ Yow must rayse pp undfir yowr 
w banwr to mnyntayoe Ryehard owr kynge, 
^'^ §w yondar comythe Richibond ovar the 
^^ flode with many an aly^ijnt owt of hi 
^f eootr^, to ch&knd^ the crowne of Bng* 
4f IwEid; yow iwwt reys? that undar yowr 
^^ bldOV be with t\|e noble pow^^ th$^ yow 
^^ xUs^y brynge, or els the lord Strange yow 
^^ tomtf^ nei^f se^ th^t is in danger of our 
^f liynge/ In ^ at^dye still then that lord 
V did Mcmdy w)d mji ^ J«9i}i lii^w ymy this 

^*be? 
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^ be ? I take wittes qf Hym |t)^ ^^}mp^ 
^.both se and s^uide^ I nevai* dek i^th 
^^ traytorie ; Richard is the pa^n t|mt h^tfio 
^^ no mercye; be wo)d me and fnyne hQU* 
^^ dage bringe ; thfsteiqr agaynst hym wUI X 
^^ be/ An6ther me8sengar came to WiUiam 
^^ Stanky^ that noble knyght^ and aayd^ 
*^ ^ K. Bichard wasethe y* to brings Ay 
loyal tent ; hi» hj^ is holy th^ctfi/ Th^n 
anBweryd the noble knyght, ' I marvayle 
of our kyng : he hath^ my wyyeWf |ny 
^^ l)rothar'8 heire } a tre\'ear knygbt is uot in 
^* Chriatinte : he shall ropent^ by eny thypg ' 
^> that I can se well. K. itichasd tlns^ for 
all the power that he can bnngei hg sh^ll 
eythar fight or fle^ or lose his lyfe* ' I 
<^ make a vow, I shall give him sw^et a 
^^ breke&st on a day as never knygbt gave 
^^ kynge. Therefor, byde hym aiiay hjm taid 
^^ his power; for 'he shalLethar fyg^t or ie^ 
^^ or lose his ly£e.' Then tbs mettengar 
^^ lydes to the kyage, an^ aaythey ^ In^ the 

" contry 
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^* contrj wher I have be, men bo grevyd I 
•^ ncvar sc for the lord Strange sake, that in 
** bale doth lye ; they say they will ^awsc 
^ you to fight or flye, or els to lose your 
^ lyfe/ Kynge Richard smyled, and swore, 

•^ by when they be sembled all, ^ I 

*^ wold the great Turke wer agaynst me, 

** with Prester John, and the Sowdan of 

•* Surre, with all theyr powers : for all theyr 

** matihod I wold be kynge/ He swore, by 

^^ Jesu and hys mothar, ^ that, from the 

'* town of Lancastre to Shrowsberye, knyght 

*^ ne sqwire, he wold live none alyve, and 

'^ he wold deal theyr lands to his knyghtes, 

*^ from the Holy Heade to Seynt David's 

^^land; wheras ar castells and towers bye, 

^^ I shall make parkes and playne fields : 

^^ frithe and forest fre, they shall all repent 

^ that evar he rose agaynst his kynge/ Then 

^ he sent out messengars, bothe far and 

'^ nygbe, to deuke, earle, baron, knyght, and 

'^^ othar in ther degra. Part of :theyr names 

«« shall 
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^^fihall yow here t|mt came to,kynge RU 
*^ chard; the duke of NorthfoUte, the.erle 
** of Surrey his heyre, the erle of Kent, the 
f< erle of Shrowsb^ry, the erle of Northum- 
** bailandy the erle of Westmerland, Robert 
** Rydyssh, sir Robert Owtrege, sir John 
^^ Huntyngton, sir John Wilinn, sir John 
*^ Smalby^ sir Bryan of Stapleton, sir William 
his cos6n, the lord Bartley, the heirs erf 
Bartley, the lord Fryn so gray, the lord 
Lovell chamberlayn of England, the lord 
^* Hughe his cosyn, the lord Scrope of Ypo- 
^^ sail, the lord Scrope of Bolton ; the lord 
^^ Dakers taysed the North contrye ; the 
"lord Owgle; the lord Bower; the^.-lorde 
Graystoke, he browght a myghty many ; 
sir John Blekynson, sir RafFe Hardliotley, 
sir William Wacde, ayr Archebald. with 
the good Rydley; isyr Nycholas Nabogay 
was n|3t awaye j sir, Olyver of Cjiftstoiv air 
Henry de hynd Horsay, sir John d^ Gray, 
sir Thomas de Mingumbre,. sir Roger 

"Standfort, 
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"Sitaaa^orty sit Robert- BtataXih&ye, siil 
<« Haltt^ Lai^ringam, ftii* Richard ChorwI- 
<s tbn^ sir Rafife Rdle^ Sh* Thomas Mar- 
*< ddrnflld,^ ^r Rogar SandyU, sir Christofer 
f ^Mti, elir William JBeokfort, sir John 
** G6wbum6y sir Robert PlWmton, sir Wil- 
* Ikfan 6askbyne> sir Manokdttke Constbbl^,' 
"siir William' Coftyers, sii" Martin of ihi^ 
*^ Fi^y sir RotKOt Gilbard^ sir Richard Hea- 
<* tdUj efir John Lodie^, sir Willyam Rat- 
^ cly^- sip Tliomas his'broihar^ sir "W^lyami 
^ tb^yr brothar, m (!!hristofer de Mallyre, 
^ «ir John Norton, sir Thomas de Mally- 
♦^ vertiyi sir Raflfe Dakers' of. th^ Norths; 
«• dltl Chrtstder the Mo!ryBj sir WilHam Mus- 
<* giPiiVe, ar Alexander Haymor, sir Georjgt 
<' Sftottyafield^ sir Thomas ^x>wghtonj- sir 
*' Ghrifllafer Awayne,. sir Richard T^nq>esi 
" OttC< of the Dald, sir William his dbsyd; 
*.* sir* Rsi^' of' Ashton, sir Rx^r hotig' in 
" Arperiye^ sir John Pttdsay, sir Ri6b^ ■ of 
^Mj^letdO). sir Tfiomas^ Stry^^d; «if 

" John 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOSWORTH FIELD. ^if 

^'Jbhn Nevill of Blbodfellhye, sir Jolia 
^^ Acttyjigton, sir ]ft5oger H earon, sir Jairies 
^ Hanyngtonv sfr Rbbart his bfothar; Aif 
^ Thom^ Pilkylten; All thes sfwait ftyttge' 
*** Richard stuld were thfe^rowne. 

. ^^ Ifow shall I tell hofw Hfenry of Eieh- 
^^iti6tL& ddtti td tfie crbwne/ Tlie lorde 
^'Stanley from Lathom castle upon- a dky 
^ bowtiyd he, with' kny^ts atid esquieA ia 
^^'his a)mpany, with theyr bantiarfir, fe^atce 
"^tiyfy^t, to mantayn Henry to be theyr 
^ kynge. To the New Castell undar Lytie 
** this lorde toke the way; With hid noble 
** men* in conipanye; he told them wagys 
^^the noble powert that he dyd Hryrige/ 
^ Sir William Stknley,. that noble kny^t, 
*^ fitxm the Castell of the fitolt to the NoWh- 
^Wydte h6* rode; and^ told* his ifieri w^s 
« ail the Northe? Wi:ylfed the- most parti' aibd 
♦*'tHe flower of Chestar, wliich he did bi^^ 
**. earlye on a Se^c&y ttt moi^e. -Sir Willisiiii o^ 

« Stanley 
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Stanley remavyd from the Northewicke to 
** the towne g£ Stone. By then was Henry 
^^ come to Stafford; and a prevy message 
^^ sent he, to hym with a certayn parson. 
** That noble knyght rod to Stafford toward 
*^ the kynge. When that he saw the prince 
in syght^ he kndyd downe^ and hent hymby 
the hand ; and s^yd, ^ I am more glade of 
tibe then all the gold in Crystentye ; I trust 
^^ io the lord my father and ye that in Eng- 
land I shal be kynge/ Then the othar. 
sayd^ ^ Welpome, Soveraygne Kynge Hen* 
ry'; chalendge thye heritage^ and this 
"land J loke thow fyght, and nevar flye: 
'^ remembar anothar day who dothe for thee^ 
yf thow be kynge/ Leve of the prince 
tane, he came agayn^ by the lyght of the 
day> unto the lytle towne of Stone^ early 
*^ op a Saturday. ' - To Lychfeld removyd old 
^^ and yonge. At Worsley bredge- ther be-. 
" forne^ they had a syght of Henry that 
^^ shuld be kynge. Unto Lychefild they. 

^^ ryde ; 
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^^ ly de ; a hafrot of armes came to number 
^< ijbe company that was with the knjght; 
^ it was a goodly syght ; gomies in Lyche« 
^^ fjld craked ; glad was all the chevaliy 
** that was on Heniy^s party. Thrcnigheout 
*^ Lychefyld lydes that knyght ; and on the 
^^ othar syd taryed he^ tyll a message cam 
to hym^ and sayd, ^ Lord Stanley is his ine- 
myes nye ; they be but a lytle way atwyne; 
he will fight within thes thre howres 
^* with Richard of England^ callyd kyng.* 
^' *That wold I not (quod the knyght) for 
^ all the world in Cristentie ;* and toward 
•' Tanworth he toke the way. He came to 
** Adorstone ere nyght, wher the lord Stan- 
^* ley lay in a dale, with trompets, and a 
'^ goodly company : all that nyght they ther 
'^ abode. Upon Sunday they hard masse ; 
•* and to a fayr field toke the way ; tlxe va- 
*^ ward lord Stanley had, his brothar sir 
** William in the rereward, his sonne Ed- 
<« ward in a wynge. Then came prince 

Q ^^ Henry. 
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*^ Henry. It was a goodly syg^t to se tibe 
^ metyng of them^ the lorde and Ae kynge. 
^ Upon a bay courser was the kinge, a lytle 
before the nyght On the morrow, when 
the larke gaa synge, kynge Henry askyd 
the waward of the lord Stanley, which he 
1^ grawntyd, and lent to him iiii knyghts to 
*^ go with hym to th^ vaward, Gilbert Tal- 
*^ but^ John Savage, sir ' Hughe Percivall, 
^^ and sir George Staiiley ; thes ars^yed them 
^^ to th^ vaward with the kynge ; the lord 
^^ Stanley the second battail had ; sir YTil^ 
f^ liam Stanley he was the hyndermoste at 
*^ the first settyng. Then they removyd to 
u ^ hyghe moimtayne ; and, lokyng into 9^ 
^^ dale of • • • • myles coompasse, they saw 
'^ no syght for armyd men and traped stedsf 
** in iiii battayls. The duke of Norfolke ad-^ 
*^ vansyd his bannar ; so dyd yonge erle of 
" Shrisberye, and erle of Oxford** The 

* *< The erle of Oxford was on kyng Henry's syde.'* 

^^kyng 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOSWQRTW FIBJ-JD. ns 

^^ iLyAg Richard had vii skbresiafgjents diatwer 
^^ cheyaed and lockjrd in a row^ and as many 
^^ bombards^ and thousands of mpryfr pyks^ 
hagg^bushes^ &c. Kyng Richard lookyd 
into a mQuntayne hyk, and saw the ban- 
nar of the lord Stsluley, and sayd^ ^ Fetche 
the l6rd Strange to me, or eh he shall dye 
f^ this day/ They brought the lond unto 
y his syght, and he sayd, * For thy deathe 
make the redy/ Then* slnswaryd that noble 
knyght, and sayde, ^I cry God and the 
world mercy. Ihesus, I take to witnes, 
*^ that I was nevar traytor to my kynge/ 
f ^ Upon a gentelman then called be, La-* 
^^ theme was his name; * and evar ye come 
*^ into my contrie, grete well my geotell- 
^^ men and yomen ; they had a mastar, now 
^^ have they none/ Then he drew a rynge 
of his fingar, and sayd, ^ Give this to my 
iadye; if the field be lost on our partye, 
take my sonne that is myne heire, and fly 
into a far contrye/ Then came a knyght 
Q 2 "to 
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^^ to kjDge Biehard^ and sayd^ ' It i$ highe 
^ tyme t6 loke about ; loke how yowr Ta** 
ward b^ynethe to fyght. When ye have 
^ tlie fathar and sopne the yeman, loke yow 

* what deathe they dmll dye : ye may head 
^ all at yowr own will.' With that ibrta« 

nate worde they edunteryd together full 
^ egariy. Whan the vaward began to fight^ 

kyngc Henry dyd ftill manfully ; so dyd 
^ die erle of Oxford^ so dyd sir John Sa- 
*vage; sir Gilbert Talbot dyd the lyke; 
^ sir Hughe Percivall also> with many othar. 
^ Kynge Richard^ in a marris, dyd stand 
' tiombred to xx thousand and iinre undar 

* his bannar. Sir William Stanley remem« 
^ bringe the brekfast that he promysed hym, 
^ downe at a banke he hyed, and set fiersly 

* on the kynge : they counteryd together 

* sadly. The archers let Aeyr arrows iye ; 
^ they shot of goonns ; many a bannar be- 
^ gan to show that was on Riehard^s partye; 

* with grownd wepons they joyned : tliere 

*«dyed 
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dyed many a dowghty knyght. Then to 
kyog Richard ther cam a koyght^ and 
sayd, ^ I hold it tyme for ye to flye ; 
yondar Stanley bis dynta be so sore, 
agaynst them may no man stand. Her is 
thy hors for to ryde : an othar day ye may 
tvor&faipe wyne.' He sayd, ^ Bryng mU 
my battayl axe in my hand, and set tfie 
crowne of gold on my bed so bye ; fer, 
by hym that shc^ bothe se and sand, 
kynge of England this day will I dye ; one 
foote away I will not fle, whill brethe 
wyll byde my brest within/ As he sayd; 
^^ so dyd be ; he lost bis lyfie. On his 
'^ standard then fast they dyd lyght. They 
^^ hewyd the crowne of gokl from his bed 
f ^ with dowtfull dents : his deathe was dyght. 
t'.Tbe 4<ik« of Norfolke dyd flye; the lord 
Smrey^ with. many othar mo. And boldly 
^^ on here they dyd hym brynge. And many 
ff a noble knyght then loet theyr lyfib with 
^^ iU^siiMd . theyr kynge. Hiere was siayn 

" syr 
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<^ syr Richard RatclyflF, one of kynge Hi-* 
<^ chard's counsell ; syr William Conyers, 
^* ser Robart of Brackanbery, syr Richard 
*^. of Gharrifigton. Amongst aU othar, I 
^^ remember tow, sir William Brand was the 
f^ one of tho; kynge Henry's standard he 
y^ hevyd on, hye, and vamisyd it, tyll with 
ff . deathe's ^ent he was stryken downe. Syr 
^* Richard Perci vail, Thurlehall the othar 
^^ hight, kynge Richard's standard he kept 
^^ on hyghe, tyll bolhe his leggs wer cut 
^^ hym £po; yet to the grownd he wold not 
** let it goo, whill brethe was in his brest 
^^ Then they removyd to a mountayne hyghe, 
^* and withe a voyce they cryed Kynge 
^^ Henry. The crowne of gold was^ dely- 
« veryd to the lord Stanley? and unto kynge 
♦^ Henry then went he, and delyveryd it,* as 
y^ to the most worthe to were the crowiae 
^^ and be theyr kynge. They browght kynge 
^f Richard thethar that nyght, as nakyd as 
ff evar he waa borne, ^din-ijieNeiy^WOTke 
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<^ was he layd^ that many a man might 

Richard^ it is universally acknowledged, 
performed prodigies of valour. Desperate, 
perhaps, at the last, he rushed furious into 
the thickest of the fight, jslew numbers, and 
among them the standard-bearer of Rich* 
mond, with his own hand ; and fell at last, 
ingloriously (if tradition may be credited), 
by a treacherous blow from one of his own 
followers. His body was thrown across a 
horse, and carried for interment to the Grey 
Friars ^t Leicester. 

^^ After revenge and rage had satiated 
^^ their barbarous cruelties upon his dead 
*^ body, they gave his royal earth a bed of 
earth, honourably, appointed by the order 
of King Henry the Seventh, in the chief 
Church of Leicester, called St. Mary's, be* 
^* lon^ng to the order and society, of the 

u Grey 
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^^ Grey Friers ; the King in short titoe aftet 
^^ causing a fisiir tomb of mlngled-cqlottred 
^^ marble^ adorned with his statue^ to be 
^^ erected thereupon ; to which some grateful 
^f pen had also destined an epitaph, the cop^ 
^* whereof (never fixed to his stone) I bav« 
f ^ seen in a recorded manuscript book chained 
^^ to a table in ^, chamber in the Ouildhall of 
^^ London, which (the feults and corrupticmi 
^^ amended) is thus represented, togetherwith 
the title thereunto prefixed, as X found it : 



€i 



*^ Epitaphium Regis Kiohardi Tertii, sepulti ad Lei« 
pestriam, jussu et sump^ibus S\^ Regis HeDri9i Septimi, 
f ^ Hie egO| qi^em vario telius sub marmpre claudit, 

Tertius a just&* voce Richardus eifam. 
Tutor eram patriae % patrius pro jure nepotis \ 

Diruptfty tenui regn^ Britanna, fide* 
fiexaginta dies binis duntaxat ademptis 

Astatesque tuli tunc^ mea sceptra duas. 
Fortiter in bello certans* desertus ab Anglis, 

Rex Henrice, tibi, septime^ snccubui. 
At sumptu^ pius ipse, tuo» sic ossa dicaras% 

|legem olimque facia regis honotre c<di. 

Quatuojr 
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Quatttor exceptii jam tintuoif quinqae bb annb. 
Acta trecenta quidem, lustra saliitis erant. 

Aflteque Septembris undeDi luce kalendas^ 
Reddtderam nibrse jura petita^ Rosob. 

At mea, quisquis eris, propter commissa precare. 
Sit minor ut precibus pceua levatas tuis/' 

%^ Various readings in this epitaph, in a copy given 
by Sandford^ p. 435, from the Heralds* College 
MSS. rot. I. p. 3 : 

# Miiltar ^ Nam patriae tutor. ^ Non, * Mertto.* 

* Decora^. ^ Deditajura. t Fieuda. 



Eqglished : 

^' I who ^m laid beneath this marble stone, 
Richard the Third, possessM the British Throne. 
'fAy Country's Guardian in my Nephew's claim. 
By trust betrayed I to the Kingdom came. 
Two years and sixty days, save two, I reign*d ; 
And bravely strove in fight; but, unsqstain^d. 
My English left me in the luckless Qdd, 
Where I to Heory's arms wasforcM to yield.* 
Yet at his cost ipy corse this Tomb obtains. 
Who piously interrM me, and ordains 
7bat Regal honours wi^it n King's remains. 



} 
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Tb' year thirteen, hundred ^twas and eighty-four. 
The twenty- first of August, when its^ power 
And all its rights I did to the Red Rose restore. 
Reader, whoever titou art, thy prayers bestow, 
T* atone my crimes, and ease my pains below ^.^^ 

^^ The wicked and tyrannical prince king 
*^ Richard III. being slain at Bosworth, hia 
^^ body was begged by the nuns [friers] at 
^^ Leicester (alitor Grey friers), and buried 
*^ in their chapel there j at the dissolution 
*^ whereof, the place of his burial happened 
*^ to fall into the bounds of a citizen's garden ; 
^^ which being (after) purchased by Mr* Ro- 
" bert Heyrick (some time mayor of Leices- 
*^ ter), was by him covered with a handsome 
" stone pillar, three het high, with this in- 
^* scription ; ^ Here lies the body of Richard 
'^ III. some time king of England.' This. 
" he shewed me (Christopher Wren, B. D.) 
*^ walking in the garden, 1612 f ." 

* Buck's Richard III. in the " Complete Historj' of 
*< England," vol. I. p. 577. 
t Wren's Parentalia. p. IH* 

The 
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The Rev. Samuel Carte, vicar of St. Mar- 
tin's in Leicester, says, in 1720, " I know 
^^ no other evidence that the stone coffin for- 
*^ merly used for a horse-trough was king 
** Richard's, hut the constancy of the tradi- 
*^ tion. There is a little part of it still pre- 
** served at the White Horse Inn, in which 
^^ one may observe some appearance of the 
^^ hollow, fitted for retaining the head and 
^^ the shoulders/' 

Mr. Throshy adds, " When I was a boy,. 
*^ the end that then remained ^ood as a part 
*^ of a heap of rubbish, in the inn^-yard^ of 
'* brick-ends, stones, &c/' 

^^ King Richard the Third, before the 
^* Battle of Bosworth, rode through the 
"South gate [of Leicester]; a poor old 
^* blind man (liy profession a wheelwright) 
" sat begging, and, hearing his approach, 
" said, that if the Moon changed twice that 
' ' ^^day. 
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** day, having by her ordinary course changed 
^^ in the morning, king Richard should lose 
^' bis crown, and be slain : And a udbleman 
** that carried the Moon for his colours re- 
^* Yolted J thereby he lost his life and king- 
<^ dom V' 

Michael Drayton, who lived in the neigh* 
bourhood of the Battle, thus apostrophises . 

*< Then, Bosworth, here the Muse now lasdy bids 
for thee 
Thy Battle to describe, the last of that long War, 
Entitled by the name of York and Lancaster^ 
Twixt Henry Tndor earl of Richmond, only left 
Of the Lancastrian line, who by the Yorkists reft 
Of liberty at home, a banishM man abroad. 
In Britanny had iiv'd ; but late at Milford road 
Being prosperously arrived, though scarce two thou- 
sand istrong. 
Made out his way through Wales, where, as he came 
along, 

♦ <'Teniie strange Prophecies/' fcct 1644. 

First 
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First Griffith great in blood, then Morgan next doth 

meet 
Him» with tbeiif ieveral power?; aa oflFering at bif feet 
To lay their lands and lives ; Sir Rice ap Thomas then. 
With \m brave band of Welsh most choice and ex« 

pert men. 
Comet lastly lo bii aid* At Shrewsbury arriv^d^ 
(His hopes, so faint before, so happily revivM) 
He on tot England makes, and near to Newport towa 
The next ensuing night setting his army down. 
Sir Gilbert Talbot still for Lancaster that stood 
(To Henry near allied in friendship as in blood) 
From th* earl of Shrewsbury his nephew (under age) 
Came with two thousand men in warlike equipage^ 
Which much his power increased ; when easily set«> 

ting on 
From Lichfield as the way leads forth to Atberston, 
Brave Bourcher and his friend stout Hongerford^ 

whose hopes [troops. 

On Henry long had Iain, stealing from Riehard*a 
(Wherewith they had been mixM) to Henry do ap« 

pear, [cheer 

Which with a high resolve most strangely seemed to 
His oft appalled heart But yet the man which most 
Cave sayle to Henry's self, and fresh life to liis hose. 

The 
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The stout lord Stanley wad, who for he had affid^ 

The mother of the earl, to him so near allied^ 

The King) who fearM his truths (which be to have^ 

compeird) [held^ 

The young lord Strange his son in hostage strongly 
Which forcM him to fall off, till he fit place could find 
His son-in-law to meet ; yet with him he OombinM 
Sir William Stanleys known to be a valiant knight, 
T* assure him of his aid. Thus growing towards his 

height, 
A most selected band of Cbe!(hire bow-men cam^. 
By sii" John Savage led) besides two men of name^ 
Sir Brian Sanford, and sir Simon Digby^ who» 
Leaving the Tyrant King, themselves expressly ^ew 
Fast friends to Henry ^s part, which still his power in- 

creas'd. [prest. 

Both armies, well preparM, towards Bosworth strongly 
And on 4 spacious moor, lying Southward from the 

town. 
Indifferent to them both, they set theif armies down 
Their soldiers to refresh, preparing for the fight : 
Wtere to the guilty King, that black fore-running 

night, 
Appear the dreadful ghosts of Henry and his Son, 
• Of his own brother George, and bis two nephews done 

Most 
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Most cruelly to death ; and of iris wife^ and firiend 
Lord Hasting^^ with pale bands prepared as they 

would rend {sleep. 

Him piece-meal; at which oft he roareth in his 
** No sooner 'gan the dawn out of the East to peep. 
But drams and trumpets chide the soldiers to their 
arms, [swarms 

And all the neighVring fields are coverM with tho 
Of those that came to fight, as those that came to sea 
(Contending for a Crown) whose that great day 

should be« 
; ** Firsts Richmond rang'd his fights, on Oxford add 

bestows 
The leading, with a band of strong and sinewy bon-s 
Out of the army pick'd ; the front of all the field. 
Sir Gilbert Talbot next, he wisely took to wield 
Tlie right wing with his strengths, most Northern 

men that were ; 
And sir John Savage, with the power of Lancashire 
And Cheshire (chief of men), was for the left wing 

placM ; 
Th6 middle battle he in his fair person gracM ; 
With him tke noble earl of Pembroke, who commands 
Xheir countrymen theWelsh, (of whom itmaioly stands. 

Fat 
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f^or their gte^t numbers &mnA to be of greatest 

force) [howe, 

Whict^ but bis guard of gleams^ coMisted all of 

** Into two several figfata the Kjng contnVd hia 

strength, 
And his first battle cast into a wondrous lengthy 
In fashion of a wedge, in point of which be set 
Bis arcberyi thereof and to the guidance let 
Of John the noble duke of Norfolk, and his son 
Brave Surry : he himself the second bringing en, 
Which was a perfect square ; and on the oAer side 
Bis horsemen had for wings, which, by extending 

wide, 
The adverse seemM to threat with an unequal power. 
The utmost point arrivM of this expected hour. 
He to lord Stanley sends, to bring away hia aid. 
And threats ium by an oath, if longer he delayed. 
His eldest son young Strange immediately should die; 
To whom stout Stanley thus doth carelessly reply : 
< Tell thou the King, Fll come when I fit time shall 

see; 
1 love the boy, but yet I have more sons than he.' 
^^ The angry armies meet, when the thin air was 

rent [sen^ 

With suci^ re-echoing shouts from eitber^s soldier? 

TTiat 
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Hat %iDg o^er the field the birds down trembling 

dropt ' [propt^ 

At some old buildings long that hath been under* 
When as the timber fails, by the unwieldy fall 
E'en into powder beats the roof and rotten wall^ 
And with confused clouds of smouldering dust doth 

choke [smoke^ 

l^e streets and places near; so through the misty 
By shot and ordnance made, a thundering noise was 

heard. [ferr'd 

When Stanley, that this while his succours had de- 
Both to the cruel King, and to the Earl his son. 
When once he doth perceive the battle was begun. 
Brings on his valiant troops, three thousand fiilly 

strong, [long^ 

Which, like a cloud far off, that tempest threatened 
Falls on the Tyrant's host, which him with terror 

struck : 
As also when he sees he doth but vainly look 
For succours from the great Northumberland this 

while. 
That, from the battle scarce three quarters of a mile. 
Stood with his power of hors^ nor once was seen to 

stir; 
When Riehard (that the event no Hmger would defert 

It The 
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The mm two batttea mixM» w4k tM wkk Hf^ffied 

breath ^ [death. 

Some laboured to their Uie^i sooae bJ^ourM tp, th^ 

Therefore the bett^ fpught) e'ea with % spirit 

As one that inly scomM ^be v^ ^or^t that Fale 
Could possibly impose, his lance set ia. hisi rest. 
Into the thickest of death, through tbices^^'otiog peril: 

pf est,, 
'To where he had perceivM the Earl ia person drew. 
Whose ats^dsurd'bearer he sk WiUiam Brandon slew, 
The pile of his^strong s\»^ intp his ana-pit sent ; 
When, at a secopd diock, down air John Cheney 
went^ [phc^d, 

Which scarce a lancets length before the Carl was 
Until by Richmond's guard environed at lastf 
With many a cruel wound was through, tj^ hody 

gride. 
Upon this fatal field John duke of Norfolk died;. . 
The stout lord Ferrers fell, and Ratcliile,^ tbat had 

long 
Of Richard's counsels bee^,. fouud in the field a^u^ng 
A thousand soldiers that on both aides were dftiii* 
O Rcdmorcl then it seemM thy name was not in vain, 

WheA 
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When wkfa a thousand's blood the earth was cbloucM 

red, 
"Whereas th' imperial crown was set on Henry's head, 
Being found in Richard's tent as he it there did win : 
The cruel Tjnrant stript to the bare naked skin. 
Behind an Herald truss'd, was back to Leicester sent^ 
From whence the day before he to the battle went.'* 

In the house of Mr. Roberts at Sutton^ 
in palling down an old wsdnscot^ there was 
discovered a large quantity of old writings^ 
which were found to contain an account of 
the battle of Bosworth Field*; but, as no 

^ I preserve this anecdpte as the tradition of the 
neighbourhood, without giving much credit to the 
importance of the MSS. supposed to have been de* 
•troyed ; which possibly might have been a copy from 
some of the old Chroniclers, or perhaps only some com- 
mon black-letter book* The tradition, however, .was 
thus confirmed to me, in 1793, by the following letter 
from a friend at Bosworth : ^ Mrs. Jane Dixie has many 
<< times stated,* that she could remember reading in the 
^^ papers alluded to ; and that she recollected some- 
*^ thing about the King stopping at the Well ; and 
B 2 « about 
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pcttticiilar notice was then taken of the 
MSS. or value set upon them^ they were all 
actually destroyed by the cook for culinary 
purposes* It is scdd there were four or five 
quires of them. 

On the 17th of June, 1789, 1 had the sa- 
tisfaction of traversing this important scene } 

^ about his natural son beihg placed on inch a hill, and " 
** of the king being set fast in a bog i how another man 
^ gave him bis horse, and the king mounted a second 
** time ; likewise the King cleaving Sir William ftrandoa 
^< the EarFs standard-bearer down the head at one blolr. 
<* She mentioned, that she read of Henry being quite in 
*< the reat (who seemed a coward to the King) i and that 
^ the King) being on the hill with his Son, declared 
** he was betrayed, but that he would die a hero^ or 
^ wash hb hands in Henry^s blood, &c. I have heaid 
<< her talk of it several times^ and she had a great desi 
^' to say about it : she thought it the dn/y tru€ cofjf. 
^< About the year ll50, several pieces of money were 
'' found by bricklayers in various places supposed 
^' to have been bidden at the time of the Battle I 
^ saw several of the piecesi but what kind of coin 

<<th«y 
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and the result of the observations then made 
ivas thus communicated to one of my com- 
panions in the excursion : 

" To Da viD Wells, of Burbach, Esq. F.S.A* 
*^ Dear Sir — ^By the united ingenuity of 
^* our good friends Mr. Robinson and Mn 
" Pridden, I have obtained, what you and 
^^ I have long been wishing for, (t plan of 
*^ the memorable spot where Richard's career 
*^ pf empire was concluded with loss of life. 



€€ 



With much pleasure do I reflect on the 
^^ excursion which gave birth to this inquiry, 
^^ The variety of adventures experienced in 
^^ the course of a single day recurs in full force 
" to recollection, The transitions of wea- 
^^ ther, from the calmness of the morning at 
^^ our leaving Hinckley, to the excessive vio- 

^< they were, I don't remember ; there were about 
** ISO of them, hid ia different places about Suttoa 
<♦ and Bo8wortb.'' 

" lence 
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^^ lence of a thunder-*8torm in Sutton Field ; 

^^the comfort we experienced^ whilst the 
storm raged terribly around, in the shelter 
a£Forded by Bickley^s deserted cottage*; 






* <^ It was during the inevitable confinement nn- 
'< der dus cottage^ marked B. in the Plan, that 
<' we were entertained and edified by your con^ 
^^ yersation with Mr. Robinson on Electricity. It was 
** here also that our friends took a considerable part 
** of the observations which have furnished the Map ; 
** atid here the Writer of this Letter amused himself by 
*^ penning the hasty Sonnet which you was so partial 
^^ ^ to commend, though it had no other merit than 
^^ locality of situation, as you will readily confess on 
^^ seeing it in print : 

<« Sutton, thy friendly cottage let me hail, 

Whilst, sheltered from the tempest's furious yell. 
We calmly view the memorable vale 

Where England's bold Usurper bravely fell. 
Still strongly mark'd th' ensanguirfd plain appears. 

Where clos'd, fierce Richard, thy untimely fate ; 
And Stoke's proud fane its lofty spire uprears. 

Where Hi^nry first assumed the Kingly Stote. 

Thy 
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^^ the faosj^table roof of the benevolent far* 
mermi Sihentoa; the unexpected magAifi* 
ceiice of his truly noble joansion^; the 
splendour of a state-room adorned with 
^^ inter^OHUTiagea recorded by omaitiental 
^^ blasiHiry, thpii^h ni^w vsed only as a gra** 
^* nary j the keen appetites we carried to our 
*^ dinner (from the late hour I should rather 
^^ say siipperj at &e comfortable inh at 
^^ Market Bosworth ; and the accicfentp 



^4 



which our good firiend Robinson so nar«- 



Thy Cemeteries, Dadlington, deqlare 

The dreadful carnage of th^ embattled train : 

And Ambiem's leafy groves will ever bear 
The sombre vestigfe of the Heroes slain. 

Oh, may henceforth domestic tumult cease^ 

And England^s sons enjoy perpetual peace !'' 

* A Vienr of Shenton Hall^ which was ikesd iaba-' 
bited by one of the tenants,: is here given*^ Tho 
bouse has since been considerably improved^ and is 
now a handsome mansion, the residence of Colonel 
Wollaston, the worthy Owner of the lordship; . The 

Coats of Arms are in the Hall and CbapeL 

*^ rowly 
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^^ rowly escaped from the impetuointy of his 
^^ high^mettled steed; th^ long, bat not 
^^ unpleasant^ walk which closed die tran- 
<^ qiiil evening (an evening which was 
^^ marked in the Metropolis by terror and 
^^ confusion^); are all as fresh in memory 
♦^ as an event of yesterday, 

^' It was at the praise season^ let me ob- 
<^ serve, when the blossom of the hawthorn^ 
« assuming its deepest vermeU tincture, was 
^* on the poiQt of expanding into bud ; when 
^^ the red and the white rose full-blown (apt 
^* emblems of the scenery we contemplated) 
^* were literally entwined in beauteous em- 
^^ brace ; and the flaunting woodbine, thrust^ 
^^ ing forth in luxuriant stem, began to ex* 
<^ hibit delicious fragrance. To an astonished 
♦^ traveller, who had long been ^ pent in 
*^ populous city,' the very hedges were a 

^ The Opera-house in the Haymail^et^ was con- 
mme4 tlmt e?^ing by fire. 
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garden ; the meadows and richly-eultivated 
^^ fields a paradise. Codld a more esiquisite 
^^ point of time have been selected ? I see 
^^ at this moment the waving corn through 
^^ which we walked to Sutton churchy so 
^^ neatly delineated in Mr. Pridden's land- 
^^ scape* ; the mantling ivy on the moulder- 
^* ing gateway of the hall*house f , once the 
^^ residence of the respectable family of JRo- 
<^ berts; the curious devices, particularly the 
^^ well^adapted roses, embossed on the walls 
<^ of the buildirig now hastening to sad de** 
^^ cay ; and the pleasing monument of sir 
^^ William's benevolence in the chsuritable 
^^ foundation established by him in the village. 

^^ Determining to make it a day of philo- 
^^ sophical and antiqj^uarian research, our 

^ See a view of it in the History of Leicestershire, 
Tol. IV. pi. LXXXVII. p, 544. 

t See also a view of this old Gateway (since demo* 
Jisbed) in the same volumei plate LXXXVII. p.>544. 

•^ first 
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^^ first dtage from Hinckley was only a single 
^^ mile along the Derby road ; ipliere the 
" Gravel-pit, so productive of curious Fossils, 
^^ arrested oar attention, .and well deserved 
it On these wonderful productions I 
shall not here enlaige ; as your cabinet and 
Mr. Robinson's have already furnished the 
publick with a beautiful plate** 



u 






The celebrated Spreading Elm, in the 
lane leading from the Gravel-pit to Bar- 
well, which preserved the life of Captain 
Shenton during the civil wars in a manner 
^^ somewhat similar to the Royal Oak of hisf 
*' Sovereign, I shall also barely mention, as^ 
^^ Mn Robinson has already given both a 
^^ drawing and a particular description of itf . 

* Sec the History of Leicestershire! vol. IV. Plate 
LXXIII. p. 462 ; and the Natural History of the Vale 
of Belvoir, in the First Volume, p. cxci. 

t *^ This tree, which is a wich-elm, sends out large 
** arms^ or branches, about ^ven or eight feet from the 

ground. 
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*^ Two miles further we reached Staple- 
*^ ton, where Richard encamped the night 



** ground, and the lower part of it is remark 
*^ thick : the upper part looks much younger. — - 
'^ This venerable old tree many look upon as a kind 
^< of prodigy. As to the natural cause, it is ^ri- 
^^ dent to the diligent observer, that a vast quantity 
** of flies are produced in the leaves of the elm and 
** many other trees. We are very sensible of this in 
*^ our gardens, by the curling up of the leaves of 
•' choice fruic-trees, especially when clammy mil- 
** dews, &c. assist in the production of these insects ; 
** for on the under-side of the leaves, where the eggs 
** and spawn are deposited, the envenomM leaf swells 
'< into a kind of blister, and forms a kind of -concavity 
*^ for their security, and at the same time yields a 
*< kind of ichor or humidity for their support. That 
^ this has been the case with the tree in question I 
^* doubt not, from the great number of small branches^ 
'^ and the protuberances on the large arms in the lower 
** part of the tree. This tree is, however, well worthy 
** of notice; and, I think, we may compute its age 
^*at about 174 years at least; viz. about 40 yean 
^* when sufficient for a hiding-place, to which if we 
<* add 134 years since the Battle of Worcester, the 

<< sum 
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*^ before his fetal battle ; a village now re- 
«( markable for little more than its plain un- 
^^ ornamented church ; and at the fomth 
^^ mile on the turnpike-road an easy turn 
^f conveyed us tq Sutton Cheynell, where 
we were to enter on the business of tracing 
out, from actual observation, in conjnnc- 
*• tion with our accurate companions, tlie 
^^ precise situation of the two Armies, both 
** before and at the time of their engage- 
^^ ment ; a task that was the less diflBcult 
^^ as both Mr. Robinson and Mr. Hutton 
** had already taken much laudable pains to 
^* investigate this curious desideratum in 
English History, 



4C 
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^^ Our horses, you well remember, were 
left at Sutton ; concluding that on foot we 
^* should be better able to explore 

^ sum will be 1 74. The girth in the middle of the 
^ butt is five feet 10 inches.'' J. R.— See a view of 
this remarkable Tree in the Fourth V61ume of the His- 
tory of Leicestershire, vol. IV. pi. LXXVJ. p. 477. 

"each 
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■ ' ^< each lane^ and every alley green^ 
Dingle, or busby dell of the wild wood^ 
And every bosky boom from side to side.** 



« 



Our guide was Mr. Robinson* ; who^ on 
** the precise 300th anniversary from the day 
on which the battle was fought^ had tra* 
versed the ground ; and has given his opi* 
nion in so concise a way^ that I cannot do 
^^ better than transcribe his words : ^ I have 
^^ often^' he says, * been on the spot. The 
" few trees I have drawn repres^it the 
^^ jlmhiem wood, which is but small. On 
^^ the side next Hinckley is some tender 
^^ ground, where it is said the King's horse 
^^ was mired; and on the other side of the 
wood is King Richard's Well. Thi^Ambiem 
is supposed to be the place of the engage- 
ment ; but there are many opinions of the 
position of the line of battle^ which the 






* See a Portrait and some Memoirs of Mr. Robin** 

son in the History of Leicestershire^ vol. IV^ PL 

CXVIILp. 693. ^ ^ 

'^ following^* 
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*^ following, I tlunk, will stifBcieBtly deter* 
*^ mine. Richmond is said to have taken a 
** particular position for securing his right 
^ wing, &€• ; and by so doing, it is agreed^ 
^^ he bad the sun on his back, and full in 
^^ the face of his enemies ; and the battle b 
'* reec»rded to have been fou^t on the 22d 
*' of August, 1485, at two o'clock in the 
^^ aftOTHoon. If, therefore, we draw a me- 
'^ ridian on the spot, and another line to the 
'^ Westward of the same, making an angle 
** of 30**, and then intersect the same at right 
angles, we have the position of the line of 
battle as drawn in my Map. The King^s 
army, consisting of 16,000, would make 
*^ an extensive line ; and that of Richmond 
*^ being hardly one-third of the number, it 
" would be necessary to secure his wings in 
^^ the best manner possible ; therefore, it is 
" said, he secured the right wing with a 
'^ morass, and probably the left with the 
** brook at Shenton, in which position he 
^* would have Dadlingtpn brook in his rear.' 

*^ Assisted 
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BOSWORTH FIELD. 34S 

^ Assisted by the ingenioos ideas of 'Mr« 
^^ Huttciv we again and again compsu*ed the 
^ local sanation; and I have every reason 
^^ to beBe've that' the plan now given is tole- 
^* rably exact ; and to that I may venture to 
^ refer, as the dearest account of the ^ot 
^ that has ever yet been delineated*. 

** With the repetition of historical facts, I 
^^ shall not at present tire youf . If you are 
^^ inclined to consult the Chronicles of the 

times, you may find them amply detailed 

in Holinshed, vol II. p. 7^3 ; in Speed, 
^ p. 947 — 952 ; in the various particular 
•^Biographers of Richard the Third and 
" Henry the Seventh j or in any of the more 

general Historians. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

^ March 31, 1790. J. NicholsJ 



u 
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♦ In the annexed Plate is given a conjectural View 
of the BattTe, as delineated by Mr. Throsby. 

t I bad fondly hoped to have gratified a worthy 

friend 
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^^ R S. I herewith add^ in elucidation of 
^* the Plan of the Battle of Bosworth^ care- 
^* fully surveyed in its several points by us 
^^ all^ and delineated by Mr. Pridden^ the 
^^ result of the remarks of various explorers 
^^ of this interesting and historic portion of 
'^ the County^ and of our own inquiries and 
** observations/' 

friend by this recital of a day^s adventure, in wliich 
he bore a considerable part; but ^what,** says Dr. 
Johnson, << are the hopes of man !*' I am *' disap- 
<< pointed by the stroke of Death !" So* lately as the 
day on which the letter bears date, Mr. Wells saw it 
in MS. and was delighted with the idea of its being 
speedily to appear in print. Whilst the sheet which 
Contained the letter was first actually passing through 
thepresSj I learnt, with inexpressible concern, that 
he died, of a putrid fever, on Saturday May 1, 1790. 
^^ His studies had been various, and his acquaintsnce 
''with books was great^* See his portrait, and a 
biographical account of bim^in the History of Leicen 
tmhire, vol. IV. Plate LXIX. p. 460. 

A. 
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^ 'Ji. A ithdi ibdf^i, or bag, ti6kr Which' it 
iSf ^tf' teh^ Richard's lidHfe yfy^A mtreci. 
Hia^ ^i ^ ftm&U dak; ani Several slimbs 
^oWltlg taj[it)n it; M tAst of the groxifail 
a%Atefiifef6lemblydiy. ' ^ ^ 

J3.* A fcttttegfe, late fiickiey's, hbw Mor- 
ris's, uninhabited. 

C. Hewitt's cottage, uninhabited. 
^ jD. A small sparing, called ifiTig- itichdfS's 
WeU. 

JS. Ilie White-moors, nearShentoh, where 
Henry encamped the night before the bakle. 
HRther Johh Herdwick, who lived at Lind- 
l^y-Hall, about three miles off, led the van 
d^owh into the field. 

JP! Hanging - hill, near Nether Coton. 
liere Sir William Stanley pitched his caihp. 
This hill is very, steep on the side towards 
t^e fi^tdi dnd herd he could obse'rvie th6 mo- 
ttdiiiS 6f'A6 two Ankiies. liofd Stanley's 
c&inp hking 6n th6 opposite hill, Whef e h6 
hkfltti^*ameiavatrt!4gfe, they were enabled 
^ s t« 
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to act io conjunction^ by signals firpm each 
other : this . plan was pre-concerted in the 
interview with Heprj at Atherston. Sir 
William Stanley halted at Temple-hall^ a 
very high hill, where he threw up . some 
breast- works, but found he was too hi frran 
the main Army. 

G. Bosworth Park. 

J£. Cadeby. The Duke of Norfolk came 
through this village, on his way to the camp; 
and here he gained information how each 
army was situated. ^ 

/. Duke of Norfolk's camp. The Qite of 
this camp in 1485 was a wood, which Joined 
the other. It was cut down in 1748 ; and 
is now converted into a farm. In stubbing 
up the roots, and clearing the ground, there 
were found various instruments of war; 
spears, swords, arrows, battle-axe§, (many of 
them very sharp-pointed), scull-capa, breast- 
plates, and above a dozen knives, one of 
which was about 12 inches long. Most (^ 

these 
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tfaMOv ciu4ost<MB are pre8erved^ by Mr^ Po^ 
chin^ at Bosworth HadL 
. .&^Di^keii'fi( N^ok ; a hillock :ivhence King 
Richatcl harangued *hia Army . Here the Duke 
of l^orfolk joined the King. On the rising 
ground to the North-west KingRichard drew 
up hid forces before he engaged ; and on an 
emipeikre ni^ar this ^adonthe Kii^ placed 
his natural son^ to see the result of the day ; 
who, if the battle should be lost, was to 
malce off in disguise ; which he accordingly 
did, and afterwards, it is said, learned the 
trade of a stone-mason. 

X. Stapleton; where King Richard en- 
camped the night before the battle. 

L. Ambien-wood. 

M. Ambien-hill. At the top of this hill 
was Lcurd Stanley^s camp. 

N. Crown-hillj near Stoke Grolding. Hen- 
ry pursued the King's forces to this place ; 
and on it he was invested with the Royal 
\ ... s2 Crown. 
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Grown. It §till rtteii^s ibe Qim0>of CMMm 
Hill, or JBangf Harry' t HUl 

Q. PadUogton* Indbuted^paoea of ground^ 
prohably the graw9. of tbs victuM in thk 
bloody battle, are viaiUe in several qpots 
about this village^ 

P. Badmore-pkon^ oommcmly called Sut^^ 
ten CoW'pasture, where the battle began; 
and where the two Stanleya, descending 
from the acyoining hiUs with then? reserved 
farces, cut the communj^tion off between; the 
King andlws main Army } and led to the de- 
cision of the business of thi^^ imp^taqt d»y/' 

Sir John Savage junior, of Qift^n, co. 
Chester (second earl Rivers), commanded 
the left wing at the b^ttle>in Bosworth field; 
for which Henry VIL gave hiai, oMm aUiSf 
the manor of Shepeshed^^&C^ aind.thti^esiALtes 
of sir Francis Lgveftf. 

♦ Sir Peter Leycester, p. 232. 

Richard 
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Ridiard BbughCon^ sheriff foi Wai^ck- 
shire and Letcestorahire^ was killed in Bos* 
worth field. 

A Sacheverell, kiHed there, is buried in 
Morley church, near Derhy. 

William Gilj^n was slain in BoSworth 
Field*. 

An Att 6f Attainder was j^sed in Par- 
liament witJt all possible expedition^ which 
begins^ thtrs : ^^ Foragrmoche as every King, 
^^ Prince, atnd- Liegfe Lord, the mor^ hie 
^^ tfiat he be in estate and prihcfni^iience, 
^ tile ihbre singularly he is bound tb thfe ad- 

varicementf and preferring of that indefie- 

reni^vertue Justice; and proihtitdhge arid 
^ rewatrdinge Vertiie, arid Bi'dppressihgie and 
^punishinge Vice: Wherefore oune Sove- 
*^nagne Lord^ calleinge untb hys blessed 

rem^iribraunce thys hi^h and grete charge 






4€ 



* HutcUnson's History of Duikam^ vol. II. p. S49. 

*^ adjoyned 
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^* adjoyhed to Hys Hoyall Majestie and Es- 
^^ tate^ not oblivious nor puttinge out of hys 
^^ godly mind the unnaturally nkischeivous^ 
^^ and grete perjuries^ treasons^ homicides^ 
^* and murdres^ in shedding of infants blood, 
*^ with manie other wronges, odious offences^ 
^^ and abominac'ons ayenst God and man, 
and in esp'all oure said Soveraigne Lord, 
committed and dpone by Richard late Duke 
<^ of Glouc', callinge and nameijige hymself, 
" by usvupfic'on, King Richard the iii^; the 
^^ wbiph, with Jo^n lat? duke of NorlT, 
^^ Thomas erle of Surrie, Francis !Lovell kn't 
^^ vise' Lovell^ Walter Devereux kn't, late 
*^lord Ferrers, John lord Zouche, Robert 
^^ Harrington, Richard Charleton, Richard 
'' Ratclifie, William Berkeley of Welley, 
*^ Robert Brakenbury, Thomas Pilkinton, 
^* Robert Midletoiine, James Harrington, 
*' kn^ts ; Walter Hopton, William Catesby, 
<* Roger Wake, V^liam Sapcott, Humfrey 
^:^^ Stafford, William Gierke of Wenlocke, 

^^ Jeflfrcy 
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Jeffriey S*t Jermin^ Richard Watkins, her* 
^^ iauld of armes, Richard Revell of Derbi* 
*^ shyre, Thomas Poulter of the countee of 
*^ Kent the younger, John Walsh otherwyse 
*^ called Hastinges, John Kendale, late se- 
<^ cr^tarie to this said Richard late duke, 
^* John Buck, Andrew Ratt, and A^Uiam 
*^ Bramton of Burford, the xxi** daie of 
'^ August, the first yere of the Teigne of oure 
'^ Soveraigne Lord, assembled to theyme atte 
Leicestre in the countee of Leycestre a 
grete hoste, traiterously intendinge, ima* 
gininge, and conspireinge, the destruc- 
c'on of the Kinges royall p'soune, oure 
*^ Soveraigne Leige Lord. And they, with 
^* the same hoste, with banners ^pred, migh- 
** tyly armed and defenced with all manner 
** armes, as gunnes, bowes, arrowes, speres, 
<^ gleves, axes, and all other manner articles 
^^ apt or needfuU to gef and cause mightie 
^^ battsdlle agen oure said Soveraine Lord, 
^^ kept tbgedre firdm the said xsai^ daie of 

" the 
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^^. ^n^.tlieyfne cp9duoed to ^ fj^Xf^ yntb^n, the 
f^ said shyjre pf lieig^^if^) theri?^ Uvgil^t?, ^pd 
" contI^ue(| ^eUberac'on^, t^ter9\;M|ly levied 
" wai;re a^fist our^ §aid ^pveraype tofd, 
" ^nd h^s, true subjects, there being, in ^is 
" 8(^ifW)e ap4 ^4iAtajp9e gilder «, Va^VQ!?fl.of 
^^ owe^ 82ud Spvej;aine t^^^ io t;Ue, ^yemoB 
" 0^ tljls ir^^^, JWid coln'o^, weale of the 



." same**!' 



By this Act, the above persons are all 
declared traitors, and their estates forfeited ; 
with an exception in favour of John Cates- 
ble, knight, Thomas KenneU, and "William 
Ashby, esquires, for tKe manor of Kirbie- 
upon-Wretheck, in the county of Leicester, 
and of other lands and tenements in Kirbie, 
Stretton, Somerby, Thorp Segfeld, and Go- 
debie, which they had of the g^ft and feoff- 
ment of Thomas Davis and John Byef • 

* Rot Pari 1 Hen, VI^ vol. YI. p. ?7g^, . , f . 
t Ibid, 277. 
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^^ A co'mi&gioQ to i41, Q^&cer3>. ^erqiorsj 
^^ tenents^ aii4 otjber occupyeraof A]wlm!d9]»i|h 
^^ of Matkfit Botfwor^^ to aceept'Sir Marma- 
^^ dnke'Ootistabk as owner of y*^ said lord- 
" ships, and to content unto him all there 
^^ rents and duties of there fermes and tenures, 
** from Michaelmas last past/ and so for 
** thensforth ; and to ayde him in entring 
** into the said lordships. Yeven th^ x;^viU 
*^ day pf JV^arch, a° primo*/' 



The death of Richard, and subsequent 
conduct of Henry, are thus related by Chiles 
Aleynf. 

<< He like a E|ore (bi&.baariag:^¥9«rthe^$fO)^;^ 
A co^nisaiice ^bich with biaiowcla'^reQs)^ 

Broke up the cukes, tq Bicbmond'^ selfo, an4 U>re 
Men up like tree$ ; men that ai:e like to trees 

Inverst ; but Richmond he extirped not. 

^ Non tibi spir^,^ was this Rosens mott. 

♦ Harl. MSS. 4S3. p. 16^. a. 

t In his «* History, of Henry the Sevcntb.**^ 

X See the seal in the Plate, fig. 9, p. 363^ 

« There 
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' ** There an untutour^d fortitude did try 
Experimental! valoilr^ personall strength i 

That i», soft Richmond Ricbsrd^d defie» 
And warded the Boreas tuskes at his sworde's length : 
You could not have a cleaner valour seene. 
Though Magnanimity had incarnate beene. 

<' And his impression in his souldiers* hearts 
Made them his medals ; he like cbymicke fire 

Put soules of gold into their earthy parts ; 
And by his mountures taught them to aspire : 

Actions of King^ are precepts ; what they doe 

Seeme to be precedents, and warrants too. 

<' Exempli gratia^ s teach not ; but coropell ; 
There^s no such Canon as Authoritie ; 

They do their doctrine tacitly refell. 
Who with their acts doe not exemptifie : 

Men practise what they see by Leaders done ; 

Not Caesar's ItOy but his Vent won*. 

^^ Now Conquest with her wings fanM every side 
With equall hope, and strooke with equall feare : 

Like scales with constant motion they sKde, 
Now that is upward, and now this is there ; 

And Henrie*s faith with feares, yet hopes was mix'd, 

Like to those starres which tremble, yet are fix*d* 

"The 
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" The Ancients gave a spheare to Victory, 
On wbicti her feete stand giddie and uneven ; 

But hence just causes draw alacrityi 
Her hands are holden by the hand of HeaVen : 

Here's Henrie's feare, she on a spheare doth stand ; 

Here's Henrie's hope, Jove holds her by the hand. , 

*^ As thus the question doubtfully did stand. 
And unconcluded ; Stanly did come on 

With sword, and a decision in his hand : 
Thus under the Equator, when the Sunne 

With hottest flames tosteth the people's skinne^ 

The constant breeze brings a coole rescue in. 

** The case at worst Stanley determines it. 
The souldiers' cries this martiatl court adjourhe ; 

And temper Danger in her highest fit. 
Were Daphne woman still, she'd sooner tume 

A Laurell to crowne him, than to escape 

The lustful! charges of Apollo's rape. 

*^ Yet Richard with such rage himselfe commits 
With the whole hoast, that be may make the story [fiti 

Questron'd 'though writ by Truth : but these strong 
Were lightnings before death ; for this world's glory 

-Is figur'd in the Moone, they both waxe duU, 

And suffer their eclipses in their fiilL 

^•Ad4 
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'< Andnawlseehiiasuike: 14$ egm^did mak^ 
A shot like falling starres : fteah euty and done : 

Groaning he did a tt^t^ly fai^well takt^ , 

And in.lna i>igbt of de^lb wt like the Simne ; 

For Richard in his West seemed greater^ than 

When Riohaffd shinM in hi» Meridian; 

^< Tlu^ee jeares he acbed ill^ these tvro houretw^II, 
And with unmated reaoltttiod strove : 

He fought a* bratfrely^ . as he justly* fell; 
As did the Capitoll to Manlius pro¥^ 

So Bosworth did to bioi) the monument 

Both of his glory and his^pumshmebt. 

^ Here leave his dust incorporate with mould ; 
. He was a^ King ;. that cdballeng(eftb respect : 

Passe by his tombe in silence^ as of old 
They did their heroes temples^ and erect 

An altar, to Oblivioiii, while* I> 

Another build to Henrie^s memory* 

** This fortune swelM not^ Henry to a brave ; 
Mercy«8iep'd io^' and^Mrougbl'a probibitioit : 

Those^aire beat temper- d fortitudes which bare 
Some grainea of pitti# in their composition : 

Valcur^s the iron virtue ;. yet abates 

Nought of herselfib with silke upon her pi atesJ 

"The 
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^^The wreath of cooqueit in a generous miode 
Is an induocoient to a mocleration ; 

In all exalted spiriti yo« shall finde 
Something of hanrfileneste for nidgatioa : 

Ai\d Old Aome bwhf as Manut tfaougbt bet^ 

The Fane of Hononr lower than t)ie rest. 

^^ He oonqnerM^ jet ajr prostrate in the field 
(His sacred canape did like a tes»ple looke) : 

Where Heniy. first -did standi :»ow Hcnrjr kntel*d, 
And changed his sword into a piBjrex4.bQoke ;. . 

And solemnefy did % 7!r. Jkmn^ any ; 

Heaven^s a kinde deditbuif vhoih thaakes oui pay. 

^ Care and has. Crowne met at lus head together ; 
He is no soooer kitig^ fattilie. must be 

An CEdipuSy and s(d«e tUe riddle, whether 
He*le claime by wile, or birtb^ or victory : 

But for thia triple knot, Bewy had stor'd 

A trqile wedg% and brol^e thistbreefold cord. 

^' If by his, Wifir^ he iO}e£EBct bad sagrd 
The line of Yorl^e vfts faell^Mbao bis Ofmm: ; - . 

Or why should man, who is the woman's head. 
To a woman's hand dfoe lioiiiag6 f6r a crowne i 

And Henry idiought it an uhkingly thing. 

To have his crowne indebted to bis ring. 
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'^ Nor would he claime by ponqaest^ or fpre part 
Unto the sword : for. that: would bat aflPcigfat 

The Realme to forcM obedience, and start 
Men into giddy subjects ; : for it might 

Make their faith stagger^ and obediootae mele^ 

If Henrie's scepter had beine made of Steele. 

** At last his love to faimselfe made the case plaine. 
That titles royall in his blood did flow^ 

And e^ery veine^ was a basilick veine : 
This made him absolute r Henry did koow^ ' 

That Princes were- most independent when 

Their crowne do hold of Nature, not of men. . 

^ Having thus definM, which sodwiely was done, 
(For^s consultation and his choyse did goe 

Together,) in a progresne be set on 
For London, in a cocu:h* iinseene, and so 

Appearing not, some God appearM to be. 

Whom men adore, and yet no shape doe siee. 

'^ Then orisons and hymnes at Pauleys were sung, 
And (as before) Te Dcum ^^trng tgeni 

* One should like to see the picture pf it. Richard 
II. rode through London in a whirl^te. Btow. — 
Grammont has told us that the first glass^coach ap- 
p^ed in Charles the Second's time« G. Ashby. 

HU 
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His banners in the church for offerings hung. 
When Henry pray'd in th* armie, the campe then 
AppearM a church ; when he his banners reared 
Within the churchy the church a camp appearM. 

^ Suspicion now whisper'd these aires abont. 
That Henry was not rcall : erery head 

That could not cleare^ yet could create this^donb^ 
That Henry never would with El»gland wed. 

And joyne with Yorke : how can a sheete •nfold ' 

Two Houses, which a Kingdome could not bold ? . 

*^ This doubt had ground ; for he had gi^ea some 
hope 
To match with Brettaigne : but his case required 

Some reservation, and another scope 
Than he pretended, or than they desirM : 
In common tracts great actions must not goe, 
Here that^s the King's highway, , which fewest 
know. , / ' 

'^ To hush th^ talke, he promis'd faithfully i' •> 
To match at hoijae ; and make this upisiQ appear; 

A fable, gotten in adultery, . ... , ; 

Bctweene a scandalous tongue an4,itph^9g e^^ : . . 

Bad them trust Henry, i^^j^^h^ buzze oiFame,: ^ 

Which, like some hound, op^ns. inhere is no^gaoiev 

"His 
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** His Comfefttibli tftto he hastened 
Whiiih (that th6 titie'^ght be all his ovroe) 

B^crre the marriige was accomplished/ 
Least dhe might seeme a sharer ih the crowne : 

For, thouigh in other loves 'ti;s strange, j^ he 

Knew that his lov^ might here bis xivM be. 

.^^ Aiid fbf bis glef^ Mid i»9 sftfecy too, 
He did erect die guard.' Henry conjoiti'd [<lo^^^**-^ 

TUidge difiei^edt in tbdtn&ekes— wbst mnid cbttid 
The UPO didcotid^t i^Mds be ^sdtubiti^d : ' 
. And^ which Jiave tareljrbeene allied; by ll'at^ 

He did unite security and state. . 

*f l^b^ft eaird a FarliMient, so to pfoblaitn'6 
That Justice wslft the ^le he'de goVerne by ; 

And that a cr^^ne alone #as riot his ayme ; 
Thus Hep<aile», eonstelled in the skie, 

Tbofigb with one band he at the Crowi^e doth readi. 

He doth the other to the Balance stretch. 

<< the^ ^h 8 getieriilllpsrdon h& Ahm 
The ftli^at'ibf * adte»# pttttf: be did fintfe' ^ 

That feare lodgM in a^stit^t^ yfeSi i^ rki^ 
A dah^«¥ou^ pa^btt : a^ wi see cotnbin'd 

Tb* dtdifcr* of causes in Ae chiin6 of Fat^ 

So^'slrfpassioiis; if^e Feare, vVehate." * 

"The 
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" The Battle of Bosworth, enameled on a 
*^ jewel usually worn by King Henry VIII/* 
was sold among King Charles the First's 
pictures ; and is said by sir Joseph AyloflFe, 
in I77^j to have been then in the posses- 
sion of the Hon. Horace Walpole*. 

Mr.Burton mentions majiy curiosities hav- 
ing been found; of which several are yet 
preserved. 

A pair of gilt spurs, found on the site of 
the Field of Battle, are kept with great care 
in the church-chest at Bosworth. 

In the very curious and extensive Museum 
of my late friend Mr. Richard Greene, of 
Lichfield, was " An amulet, or charm, being 
^^ a ring of brass found on the Field of Bat- 
^^ tie near Bosworth/' 

* Archsologta, vol. III. p. 190. But I have Lord 

Orford^s express authority, in a letter to myself, by 

his immediate direction, for saying that it was not 

there. J. N. 

T In 
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In the same vety eurioas dabihet was the 
vary elegant Cfoss-bovr, found also in Bos- 
worth Field, and delineated in the annexed 
Plate, % 1. a. h. 

In the same Plate, fig. 2. and 3. are 
iBpear-heads, of which, as well as of axrows, 
4^at numbers hav^ been found* 

Fig. 4. is a sword, with a very strong iron 
guard, xsv basket, sufficient to repel a severe 
blow, from an enemy. The outer part of the 
hilt is gone ; the blade is long and narrow, 
and has only one edge, except towards the 
point ; the whole length, from the pommel 
to the point, is four feet* This sword had 
been in possession of the Darker family 
many years ; and came, through the hands 
of Mr. Wheatley of Hinckley (who bought 
it at the daie of the effects of Mr. Darker 
of BarweQ) to die well -stored Museum of 
Mr. Richard Fowke of Elmsthorpe* 

Two 
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Two other swords, fig. 5. and 6. are pre- 
iKTved, by Mr. Perkins, at Orton-on-the- 
HiU ; and Mr. Babington, at Rothley Temple* 

Fig. 7- «• 2Lnd b. are in the extensive 
Museum at Liverpool. 

A braes thumb-ring, found in the field 
where the battle was fought, impressed with 
the moon and seven stars, and now in my 
possession, is engraved in fig. 8. 

A gold seal-ring*, fig. 9, on which was 
enaioeled a white boar, fell into the hands of 
the late Dr. Charles Mason, of Trinity G>1- 

* ^^ I was always disposed to think this seal be- 
*^ longed to one oi Richard the Third's followers ; and 
*^ that the boar was his bad^e or cognizance ; and the 
^ motto his too, Fraunche^ Frank ; Free^ liberal ; add 
'^ that Shakespeare alluded to it in a vefy perverted 
** s^nse : * My son George Stanley hath he franked in 
** hold ;• from boars being fed freely, though con- 
^ fibed : but the S prefixed makes me doubt. Q. Ste- 
'** phen, or Simon, Fr. ? Usually it would stand for 
^* Sigillum; but then, I think, a Christian name 
^ would follow**^ Q, ASHBY. 

T 2 lege, 



Digitized by 



Google 



364 THE BATTLE OF 

lege, Cambridge ; after whose death, it was 
bought for William the fifth Duke of De- 
vonshire, and thus illustrated by Dr. Pegge, 
in a letter to Dr. Lort : 

^^ The Duke of Devonshire's seal-ring, of 
^^ which, by his Grace's favour, I have an 
^' impression, is a very fine jewel. It weighs 
^' nearly 12 dwts. and is in the best arid 
^^ highest preservation, being perfect, as I 
" remember, in every respect. The inscrip- 
*^ tion over the boar is, S. th: JEnche, or 
^^ Euche. That is, when written at length, 
" /Sigillum TAomae JEuche^ for so I would 
*^ read it rather than Enche^ and my reason 
*^ will obviously appear below. 

^^ The French motto in the inside of the 
^^ orbicle of the ring is, Honeur if joye. 
^^ To bestow a few words on the subject : 
** This, Sir, is the only example I have ever 
** seen, of an inscription placed in a sealrring 
^' in the area of the gem along with the de- 
*^ vice ; the legends being commonly written 
*^ in a circle round the stone^ and not cut 
** upon it as here. 

"As 
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As I find no English family of the name 
^* of JEncke or Muche in my books, nor at 
" the Heralds^ Office, which I have con- 
" suited for the purpose, I incline to thuik 
" that Euchcj pronounced JEukcj is a Bri- 
^^ tish or Welsh name. Hwchy in that Ian- ^ 
*^ guage, is a hog or a boar, and our Eng- 
" lish word hog is borrowed from it. 1 need 
" not observe to you. Sir, that the Heralds, in 
^^ assigning both their bearings and cogni- 
^^ zances, very frequently allude to the sound 
*^ or meaning of the person's name j just as 
" here they appear to have given the device 
" of a boar or hog, Hwch in British, to a 
^* person of the name of JEuJce. I have 
^^ knovm people of the names of Pig, Boar, 
" and Hog, in England, just as we have in 
** Latin jiper. Verves^ Scrqfa, &c *. ; and 
^* why not Euke or Hwch among the Bri- 
*^ tons ? It certainly is not the name of a 
place, whence many of our surnames are 
taken, because it wants^the necessary pre* 
^* fix de. Many, no doubt, will recollect 
** the story of Arrius Aper^ upon this oc- 
^^ casion ; but, as every body may not, I will 






* Carr. Sigon. <le Nom. Rom. p. 356. 358. 359. 360. 

" briefly 
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^^ briefly report it : ^per was fatber-iD-kw 
^* to the promising J omig emperor Numeri* 
^^ anus, and his murderer ; but was immedi* 
^^ ately seized, and laid in prison. Diocletian 
" succeeded Numerianus; and he, when a 
^^ private man, had been told by a Druidejss, 
^^ that he should obtain the empire when he 
*^ kad killed a boar. After he was proclaimed 
^^ emperor by the soldiers, he caused ^per 
^* to be brought to him, reproached him 
*^ with the murder of his prince, and then, 
^^ coming down from the tribunal whence he 
*' had been speaking, he stabbed him him- 
'^ self, and observed upon it, ^ that he had 
" killed the fatal boar/ And the Historian 
" observes, he would never have begun his 
^^ reign with an act of cruelty, had he aot 
^^ had in his eye the Druidical prediction 
'^ above - menticmed, and been desirous <^ 
^^ fulfilling it. This, Sir, you must allow, 
^^ is exceedingly dpropos^ since there is an 
^^ allusion in the (reature or animal to the 
*^ name, in the very samf3 manner as the 
" device on the ring points, accordii^ to our 
*^ interpretation, to the name oi the owner. 

• Veiu^cua, NmueyriM. p. 302* 

*^To 
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To return. Henry VIL landed m Wales, 
f^ when he came to England, and upon hif 
** expedition against Richard III. ; and h^ 
^^ had many Britons, particularly gentlemen, 
*^ in his army. Euche was probably one of 
** them, as he seems to have been a person 
** of note : and therefore, though the white 
*^ boar was ihe badge of Richard, aiui 
'^ though, considering the plioe where the 
^* ring was found, ««. in Bosworth Field, 
^ soipe people may be led to imagine Tho- 
^ maB £uke might be a retainer of his^ es- 
^^ cially as it in^s common for dependants to 
^ take the arms, or crests, or badges, of 
" their patrons, with the prc^r variations, 
^' yet this ring may much more reasonable 
^* be thought, upon the ground of history, 
^* to belong to one of Henry's pco^ than to 

" one of Richard's. Sam. Pegge.'* 

Fig. 10. is one of the knives found in the 
JXdsje of Norfolk's Camp^. 

Fig* 11. is an old bridle found on the site 
of the Field of Battle, but not likely to be 
60 andent as the time of Richard* 
* bee i»e£or«9 p, 2iS, 

Fig. 
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Fig, 12. 13. are a Cornu AmmoBis, and a 
Fibula^ found at Barkby ; and communicated 
by the Rev. Henry Woodcock. 



At the distance of 160 years. Bos worth 
Field again became the theatre of war ; as ap* 
pears by the following letter, which was pub- 
lished in 1644 by Parliamentary authority*. 

** Worthy Sir — This day's success, so far 
" beyond expectation^ hath hastened .these 
^* lines, as I promised, to give you a speedy 
*^ account of our proceedings here. This 
morning intelligence ws^ brought to our 
horse-quarters that the enemy were plunder- 
ing about Hinckley ; whereupon my noble 
Lord Gray, being ever ready of any oppor- 



iC 



♦ Extracted from " A Copy of a Letter sent from 
'^ the Lord Fairfax to the Mayor of Hull ; and by him 
^^ sent to the Committee of both Kingdoms ; concern- 
«* ing the great Victory obtained against Prince Ru- 
'^ pert about the Raising the Siege at York. Also a 
'' true Relation of a defeat given to Colonel Hastings 
"by the Lord Gray's Forces, July 1, 1644, at Bos- 
" worth Field, in. the very Place where King Richard 
" the Third was slain : With the Names of such Com- 
^^ manders and Soldiers as were slain and taken. 
"Printed, according to Order, July 6, 1644.'* 

" tunity 
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tunity to serve his country, forthwith sent 
out a well-resolved party, under the com- 
mand of Captain Babington, consisting of 
80 good horse. They marched towards Bos- 
worth Field, where they overtook 120 of 
Hastings's forces, and there fought with 
them, in the very place where King Richard 
was slain. At the first charge, the enemy fled ; 
our men made a hot pursuit for three miles, 
** killed six, wounded many, took 40 prisoners, 
^^ a Ibt whereof I have inclosed, as truly col- 
" lected as the short time will permit ; for I 
*^ believe, upon further examination, there 
^^ will be found a greater number of officers 
^^ than are here named ; for the habits and 
^^ postures of many of the prisoners give just 
" cause to suspect their condition to be far 
^^ above common Troopers. Wc lost not one 
^^ man ; Captain Babington shot in the hand^ 
" whose behaviour I cannot pass : At the 
" discovery of the Enemy, he made a stand, 
^^ and gave strict command to his soldiers to 
" forbear plunder, but to go on courageously 
^^ with him; and promised them, on the 
" word of a Gentleman, that if the day 
f< proved theirs (which he feared not, with 

« God's 
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** God^s assistance)^ what prize should be 
** gained from the Enemy should be theirs. 
^' This succeeded, and is performed accord- 
^ ingly. There was also wounded on our 
^* party the Quarter-master to Sir £4ward 
*' Hartof)p ; he is shot in the thigh, and a 
common soldier or two slightly wounded. 
And, to make our success the greater, this 
was done after we had three days hard 
•* mardb, and but four hours refreshment 
^* before this design was undertaken (our 
fordes being called back from their march 
to sir William Waller, upon intelligence of 
the enemy's design to plunder our country.) 
^* We attribute all to the Giver of Victories. 
*^ I pray you let us hear what good news 
•* the West affords ; which will be as wel- 
*^ come to us, 33 I am confident this will be 
** to you. If you intend correspondency, be 
^^ as diligent to take opportunity as is, 
•^ Your most affectionate friend and servant, 

" Lekedety July 1, 1644. 

" My Lotd is now gone out in person, in 
•* pursuit of Colonel Nevill and colonel Pate, 

^* who 



4i 
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*^ who are plundering the other side of the 
^^ country. We pray for his good success. 

^* Three-score horses taken. Onfe hun- 
*^ dred cattle, besides sheep and other goods 
^^ in a very great proportion, rescued and re- 
*^ stored to the owners.'* 
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4t^4e The first part of this Woik (180 pnges) having heen printed at a 

CouDtiy Press, the Reader is requf^Rted to luirdon the foliuwinff 

ERRATA: 

TMge xvii* * line 14, read shot. 

xlii. 1, catastrophe. 

— xlvii, — - 8, — too. 

liii. 5, 1 . . ; 

Uxvii. — tI f -- pnncpa/. 

Ivi. 15 J ^. . , 

Ixviii. —14; J attainder. 

Ixxi. 10, pa//. 

——Uxii. 8, humble. 

— ^Ixxix. -—10, interim. 

■ ' — — 15, *~ sal down. 

^— *ixxxii. 8, — challenge. 

— 1 1 , • ....... challenging. 

Ixxxiii. — - 2, attendee?. 

— 19, 15, — unparalleled. 

20, 15, Holinsbed. 

48, 18, Throsbj'. 

i=7ti.4'^d8:f— S"'''"'-"- 

— — 64, 16, after London put a comma only. 

— S9f — — 3, for * four or five hundred * read • four 
or five.' See the Advertisement, p. v. 

-^— 98, line 1, — corroborate. 

-^— 99, 8, — losers. 

— — 103, >, — — coi^rse. 

■ 118, — 9, conqueror. 

— 130, ~ 18, — in /Ae centre, 

— 137, f , particularly. 

•-^—139, 16, : struck. 

• .1S6, 3. letter V 

——139, —17,— mortgage. 

— 141, — -II,— wearing. 

— 144, — 3, — — depredate. 

150, 17, for « brother ' read • related.' 

....^l^l^ ««— 13, read timoiout. 
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